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PREFACE
IT IS STRANGE and sad that these letters of Athanasius on
the Holy Spirit have had to wait so long for translation into
English. They are indeed only the first and most important
of a whole series of Patristic writings on the same subject
which require the same service. I am very grateful to the
Trustees of the Hort Memorial Fund for a generous grant
which has helped to make possible this small contribution in
a neglected field of study.
I had hoped to prepare a text to go with the translation, but
the task proved too great for my resources both in time and
skill. It would indeed have been impertinent for me to try
to anticipate a further stage in the great edition of the text
of Athanasius which is being made under the sponsorship
of the Kirchenvater-Kommission of the Prussian Academy.
All students of Athanasius are looking forward to the completion of this work; and all will desire to pay homage to
Hans Georg Opitz, upon whose brilliant critical studies it
is based and whose death in 1941 deprived the editors of a
most zealous and learned collaborator.
The present work was completed and in the hands of the
printers before the excellent French translation of these
letters, by Professor Jules Lebon of Louvain University,
appeared. It is gratifying to find my ' opinion on a
number of points confirmed by so distinguished an authority. I cannot, however, agree with him when he maintains the
unity of the fourth letter as it is contained in the Paris MSS.
Rand S. The arguments of Stuelcken and Opitz seem to me
to be conclusive on this point.
My indebtedness to those who have gone before me,
notably to Newman and Robertson, will be obvious on
every page of the introduction and commentary. Thanks are
due to the authorities at many libraries both in this country
{I
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and on the Continent who have readily and courteously
granted whatever facilities were asked of them. The Rev.
H. C. Meecham, D.D., Principal ofHartley-Victoria College,
Manchester, and other friends have helped with advice
and suggestions. But, above all, two debts are outstanding.
The first is to the Rev. R. Newton Flew, D.D., Principal of
Wesley House, Cambridge, who first suggested this subject
to me, without whose encouragement and criticism I could
never have carried it through. The second I owe to the
Master of Selwyn College, Cambridge, the Rev. W. Telfer,
D.D., who read the work upon its completion and made many
helpful suggestions and criticisms.
C. R. B. SHAPLAND

INTRODUCTION
I.

THE LETTERS

IN THE BENEDICTINE edition of Montfaucon,I the correspondence of
Athanasius with Serapion concerning the Holy Spirit is arranged in
four letters. There is every reason to believe that this is not the original
form of the material. To begin with, the fourth letter, as Montfaucon
gives it, clearly falls into two parts: 1-7, which is the final letter of this
correspondence, and 8-23, which is an exposition of Matthew 1232
and has no connexion with it at all. In uniting them, Montfaucon
follows his usual authorities, the Paris MSS.R and S. But the collection
of twenty-eight works, found in the BKA and UWL groups, preserves
IV.8-23 as a separate treatise; while 1-7 is not found in the collection
at all. Even in RS a marginal note preserves what appears originally
to have been a title to 8-23. Moreover, internal evidence confirms the
independence of these chapters. No reference is found there to the
controversy with the Tropici. It is the Arian blasphemy against the
Son that forms the target for Athanasius's exposition. Indeed,1tII8vJ1-a
lJ.ywv in Matthew 1232 is taken to refer not to the Holy Spirit at all,
but to the Godhead of Christ as opposed to His humanity. This is the
I' Published at Paris in 1698, and reprinted with additions at Padua in 1777,
and in Migne's Pat.Gr.(25-8). Among earlier editions and translations the
following are noteworthy:
Epistle I was the second of eight works translated by Omnibonus and published
at Vicenza in 1482. The translation is slightly condensed.
In his translation of ten works, published at Basle in 1527, Erasmus has III and
IV, styled respectively I and 11, ff.304 and 307; Quicunque dixerit (IV.8-23),
f.400 ; and I, entitled simply de Spiritu Sancto, f.410.
Peter Nannius, at Basle in 1556, prepared his own (highly inaccurate) translation
of I and 11, and for III and IV reproduced that of Erasmus. Ep. 11 is in TQm.l,
297-302, after the anti-Arian works, under the title of: 'Compendium e superioribus
descriptum contra eos qui dicunt Spiritum Sanctum creaturam esse'. I is in Tom.3,
664-S6 ; III and IV in TomA, 64-9.
In the editio princeps, Commeliniana, of the Greek text, published at Heidelberg
in 1600, under the editorship of Peter Fe1ckmann, the inverted order of 11 and I is
maintained, Tom.l, 338-44 and 344-71. III and IV are found in Tom.2, 20-9.
The translations are taken from the edition of Nannius.
The great Paris edition of 1627 is a reproduction of the Comme/in.
11
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more striking inasmuch as he has already, in 1.33 and Ill. 7, taken the
words in the usual sense and applied the passage to the Tropici. We
may safely conclude, therefore, that IV.s..:.23 belongs to an earlier
period in Athanasius's ministry. RS show abundant traces of literary
editing; and no doubt the redactor responsible was led by the citation
of Matthew 1232 in these letters, together with the likeness between
the opening of Bp. I and IV.8, to tack on 8--23 as a sort of appendix
to the correspondence.'
A further problem arises with regard to the relation of I, Il, and
Ill. In the collection of twenty-eight works referred to above, I and
Il stand together, but III and IV are not included. These letters
reach us through another collection, which Opitz calls the 'middle
corpus'. As these collections can be traced back to the sixth and seventh
centuries, and as the edition represented by RS is ultimately derived
from them, it is obvious that this division is very ancient. 3 There is
other evidence to show that I and Il were, at an early date, closely
connected. Severus of Antioch, c. Impium Grammaticum, fr.168B,
quotes from Il.8 as though it belonged to the first letter; and the two
are counted as one work in the Armenian corpus.' Moreover, the title
of Il in RS is found in the margin of B, which would suggest that it
existed first as a marginal gloss. But when we come to examine the
contents of the letters, it is obvious that Il is far more closely connected with III than with I. In answer to a request from Serapion,
Athanasius promises (11.1) that he will abridge the contents of I.
Instead, however, he goes on to give a statement of the doctrine of the
Son. Now the explicit reference to the Spirit in Il.l makes it certain
that Athanasius is referring to the preceding letter, and not, as Felckmann supposed, to c. Arianos, I-Ill. In any case, Il is not a summary
of that work or of any other. In IlL 1 he explains why he has begun
by giving an account of the Son, and goes on to make the promised
12 See Stuelcken, Athanasiana, pp.59-60. He also note3 the following points: the
doxology at the end of IV.7(189) suggests the formal conclusion of the letter; the
reference to the Gospe13 and Psalms in IV.23, from which Tillemont inferred a
connexion between this work and the ad Marcellinum ; the 'pathetic' style in which
Athanasius writes, as contrasted with the more robust and forceful character of
these letters; the respectful attitude to Origin and Theognostus in 9-11 which
suggests an early date. In the present work we shall henceforward refer to IV.8-23 as
'Quic.dix·. 1-16.
NOTE.-The bold figures refer to page numbers in this book; thus IV.7(189) =
Fourth Letter, paragraph 7, page 189.
3 See Opitz, Untersuchun$en.
'ibid.173.
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abridgement of Ep. 1. Thus Ill. 1 takes up the promise made at the
beginning of II. The conclusion of ll, moreover, is very abrupt, and
there is no doxology. As Montfaucon saw,5 this makes it very probable
that originally II and III were one letter containing a brief
statement of Athanasius's teaching on the Trinity. But as II
formed by itself a short and self-contained exposition of the
opoovawv it was detached from III (which adds nothing at all to
the contents of I) and incorporated with I in the collection
of twenty-eight works.
Thus the correspondence originally consisted of three letters. In the
firsr, Athanasius takes cognizance of the new heresy and answers its
arguments as Serapion has described them. He deals firstly with the
passages of Scripture to which they appeal, notably Amos 413 and
1 Timothy 521 (3-14). He then turns to an argument based on the
relationship of the three divine Persons. If the Spirit proceeds from
the Father, He must be the Son's brother. If He belongs to the
Son, the Father is His grandfather. Turning to the alternative, that
the Spirit is a creature, he shows that the ministry and operation of
the Godhead is one, hence the Godhead Himself must be one
(15-21). There follows an examination of Scripture to show that
the Spirit belongs to God and not to the creatures (21-7). The
letter ends with an appeal to tradition (28), a discussion of the
consequences for faith of regarding God as dyad rather than as
Triad (29-30), and further texts.
II-IlI is designed for a wider purpose than that suggested to
Athanasius by Serapion. Il.I-9 contains a summary of the doctrine of
the Son, using the same arguments applied in I to the Spirit, and with
an exposition of the opoovatov (3), and of Proverbs 822 and of Mark
1332. IlL 1-7 is a summary ofI.22-33.
In Ill, Athanasius makes no allusion to the argument of the Tropici outlined and answered in I.15-21. Serapion, in announcing the
persistence of the heresy, draws his attention to this omission, and
Athanasius remedies it by writing IV.I-7, which is, however, an
independent work rather than a summary of the corresponding
section in I.
The authenticity of these letters has not been disputed by any
modern student of Athanasius. Erasmus, however, in his translation,
treats III and IV only as genuine. He adds a version of I as a kind of
appendix to the other works, with the following comment:
15 Migne,

Pat.Gr.26.52&-7.
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Salvo et integro doctorum iudicio, ego censeo hoc opus esSt hominis
otiosi, nul/oque ingenio praediti, qui voluerit imitari divi Athanasii
libel/os ad Serapionem. Hic mira congeries locorum et rationum confusio,
molestissimaque semel dictorum iteratio.

He adds a further note at the conclusion to the effect that I is followed
in the MS. by another libel/us: 'eiusdem phraseos, quem piguit vertere.'
Such hasty and subjective criticism was characteristic of Erasmus. We
may compare his rejection of the conclusion of Basil's de Spiritu
Sancto. In this case he receives a merited castigation from Montfaucon. 8
That the style of these letters is heavier and less attractive than that of
Athanasius's best works will readily be admitted. But it must be
remembered that it was written under very difficult circumstances,
and that the writer himself1 regards it as needing correction and polish.
Parts of it are little more than a series of Scriptural quotations. As
Montfaucon says, to complain of a stiff and heavy style in the handling
of such material, 'idipsum sit quod nodum in scirpo quaerere'. If further
proof is needed, the reader is referred to the notes, which illustrate at
many points the close connexion in thought and language between
these letters and the other works of Athanasius.
Apart from isolated references in later works,8 we cannot be certain
that Athanasius ever wrote anything further on the doctrine of the
Spirit. Few genuine works survive from the last decade of his ministry.
Had we, for instance, his correspondence with Basil, the story might be
different. As it is, two works which Montfaucon thinks genuine
and dates after 362 fall to be considered. The de Incarnatione et contra
Arianos deals with the Godhead of the Spirit, 9-10 and 13-19; and
the de Trinitate et Spiritu Sancto, which survives only in Latin, is
chiefly a series of proof texts in support of that doctrine. The two
works are closely connected; without being a transcript, one of them is
clearly dependent upon the other. 9 The de Inc. et c. Ar. is attested by
xC Praef.i.4.
7 cf. I.I (61).
8 e.g. ad Ant.3, ad 10'U.4, ad AfroI, 11.
cf. de Inc.et e.Ar.9,998c-IO,1000B with de Trin.et Sp.S. 19, 1213A-B ; 1000c1001B with 16,1207c-1208B; 13,1005B-c with 1l,120Ic-1202A; 1005c with
12,1202B; 14,1008c-I009A with 5,1195B-c; 15,1009A-B with 17,1210c18,1210c; 17,1011c-l013A with 9,1l99B ; and 1013A-18,1016A with 10,1200811,1201B (an exact transcript). Stuelcken, pp.63-4, is probably right in thinking
that the de Ine.et e.Ar. is more likely to be dependent on de Trin.et Sp.S. than
vice ve..-sa. The writer of the former work quarries parts of the latter, interfering
with the order, abbreviating, and occasionally introducing lections or comments
of his own. The arrangement of the material is less coherent and satisfactory than in
de Tri".et Sp.S.
t
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Theodoret, Dialogus Il, and by Gelasius, de Duabus Naturis, but
there are serious objections to its authenticity.lO The external evidence
for de Trin. et Sp. S. is not good. It is found in two Paris MSS., tacked
on to a Latin confession of faith which is itself an appendix to eight
Libelli de Trinitate, bearing the name of Athanasius, but being in fact
Latin works credited by Montfaucon to one Idatius, and by others to
Vigilius Tapsensis.l l On the other hand, it is certainly from the Greek,
and it must be earlier than 380.12 The opening section is very close to
the beginning of ad Ser. I, as far as language goes, and 2-5 have
affinities with I.13-14. As far as we can judge from the indifferent
rendering, the style has something of Athanasius's vigour, and some
characteristic turns of phrase are to be found. 18 But the impression
made by a study of both the works is that their exegesis of passages
relating to the Spirit belongs with that of Didymus rather than with the
exegesis we find in these letters. It is not merely that we find passages
such as Acts 5S-4, 131-4, Matthew 1228 and Luke 1120 used as they are
used in his de Spiritu Sancto.14 The characteristic Athanasian approach
to the doctrine of the Spirit through that of the Son is abandoned,
and we have an exposition that correlates in great detail the attributes
and activities of all three Persons.15 It is, of course, not impossible
that Athanasius should have anticipated these later developments;
not impossible that he should have advanced to the use of ne6awnov
110 See Bright, Later Treatises, pp.143-5, Hoss, pp.127-B, and Stuelcken,
pp.61-B. The objection to the ex;egesis of Proverbs 822 in 6 is peculiarly strong.
Athanasius does indeed modify his interpretations, but always to gain some controversial advantage. That he should go out of his way to offer so drastic a modification of an exegesis so often presented is unthinkable. See on 11.7(162). Moreover, if
the authenticity of the earlier sections of de Inc.et c.Ar. be allowed, it is hard to
resist Stuelcken's conclusion that the paragraphs 9-19 form no part of the original
work. The unity and authenticity of the book are, however, defended by Weigl,
Untersuclzungen zur ClzriItowgie, pp.lS0-8.
11 See Migne, Pat.Gr.28, 1433, etc.
12 (a) The de Inut c.Ar. is allowed by Bright and Stuelcken to be early. (b) Although directed against Pneumatomachi who were orthodox on the Son, the term
'Macedonians' is not used. See Intro.III(22-5). (c) Ambrose is dependent upon this
work in his de Sp.S. cf. ibid.1.23 and de Trin. et Sp.s. 1 ; 95 and 17 ; 140 and
18 ; 149-50 and 19 ; 11.34 and 8 ; 11.50 and 20 ; III.14 and 21. Ambrose was
certainly acquainted with the Quic.dix. (cf. ibid.1.47), but there is no conclusive
evidence that he knew these letters. His de Sp.S. is usually dated early in 381.
la e.g. 'Aut si audieritis . • .',4 ; 'impium, vel in sensum subire', 8; 'plane mirabile',
10.
1& de Trin. et Sp.S. 12 and de Sp.S.18 ; 10 fin. and 23 ; 21 and 20.
111 cf. especially de Trin.et Sp.S. 10-12.
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in a sense approximate to that of the Latin persona. 1S The question can
only be settled after a thorough study of the work. Until then the
verdict of Robertson 17 and Stuelcken 18 must stand and the de Trin. et
Sp. S. be regarded as one of the 'dubio'.
H. DATE OF THE LETTERS

THE beginning, at least, of this correspondence falls within the third
exile of Athanasius, between February 356 and the death of Constantius, November 361. If, as is almost certain, Patrophilus is referred
to in IV.7, then that letter was probably written not much later than
the spring of 36P
From Epiphanius, Hoer. lxxiii.26, we learn that one Ptolemaeus
was present at Seleucia in 359 as bishop of Thmuis. Were we entitled
to assume from this that Serapion was by this time dead, the problem
of dating these letters would be easier. But it is no less likely that he had
been exiled or merely deprived. Moreover, there is some evidence to
show that he was alive after this date. In ps.Leontius, adv. Fraudes
Apollinaristarum, there is a fragment of a letter from Apollinarius to
Serapion commending a communication sent by Athanasius to Corinth
on the Christological question. This can only refer to ad Epictetum.
Unfortunately the date of this work is doubtful. Raven 2 puts it as early
as 360 or 361, Robertson8 in 364, and Lietzmann in 370.' But even if
Raven be right, and the statements in ad Epictetum 1 answer to the
account of the Council of Ariminum given in de Syn., Serapion cannot
have been dead by the autumn of 359. As it is, the evidence we have
points to·a later rather than an earlier date in the e;:xile.
(i) Athanasius was in the desert, eagerly sought for by his enemies
(1.1). Apparently Athanasius did not really retire from Alexandria
until late in 358. The Festal Index speaks of him as concealed in the
city during 357-8. In the late summer of the latter year feeling was
running so high against the Arians that George was ejected, and the
Orthodox actually regained possession of the churches for a few weeks.
118 cf. de Tr.d Sp.S.Il, 'ex persona Patris', etc. But cf. de lne.et e.Ar.2, where the
use approximates more closely to that of Athanasius in de Du.14 and e.Ar.I.54.
17 Intro.lxiv.
18 Atlzanasiana, p.76.
u 1 See on IV.7(188). Montfaucon puts the letters in 358 ; Le Bachelet in the
following year, 'contemporaneous with the Orations' ; Swete, 'probably near the
end of 359'; Robertson in the same year, though with less assurance. He thinks that
de Syn. may have been written first. Loofs thinks that Ep. I may be as late as the
summer of 361 ('Macedonianism,' E.R.E.).
I Apollinarianisfll, pp.103-7.
a in 1«. and Intro.lxiv.
'ApoUinari!, p.279.
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Then the attitude of the authorities stiffened, and in December
Sebastian entered Alexandria. The Fest. [nd. (xxxii) speaks of a search
for Athanasius conducted by Artemius in 359-60. We know that his
inquiries extended as far as Tabenne. 5 It seems most likely that
Athanasius is here referring to his activities.
(ii) Athanasius does not need to add anything to what he has already
written against the Arians (1.2). This must mean that c. .tIr. I-Ill
had already been written and circulated. If this work is to be assigned
to the third exile, as the older commentators thought, we have an additional reason for putting back the date of these letters. But Stuelcken
(pp. 46-50) has given very cogent reasons for putting their composition much earlier, and Loofs would put it back perhaps as far as 338.'
But, even so, the literary output of the first two years of the exile,
bearing in mind the circumstances, was very considerable,7 and makes
it less likely that these letters were started before the second halfof358.
(iii) The letters are written against certain persons who had left the
Arians. It is not stated when this defection occurred, and changes of
side were frequent throughout the whole period. But it is at least
plausible to assume that it had taken place no long time before Serapion wrote to Athanasius. Such a movement away from Arianism
is best connected with the reaction against George's misrule in
September-October 358.
(iv) The mention of the 'Eunomii' in IV.5 points in the same
direction. During his visit to Alexandria, 356-8, Eunomius appears
to have occupied a very subordinate position as Aetius' secretary.s It
was only later, after his departure to Antioch, that he came to the
front as an Anomoean leader.
(v) Finally, we have to consider the relation between these letters
and the de Synodis. The emphasis upon the personal subsistence of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in 1.28; the stringent qualification of
{Jp-owr; in Il.3 init.; and the interpretation given to the OP-OOV(]lOV
there, suggesting the equality rather than the unity of the three
Persons: these points suggest that the mind of Athanasius was already
responding to the impulse that inspired the de Synodis. The reference
See Vita Pachomii, 88.
6 'Athanasius', H.R.E.II.200.
Ad Episcopos, 356 ; de Fuga and Ap.ad Constantium. 357 ; Historia Arianorum,
357-8. There is also the refutation of Arianism mentioned in ad Monachos I and
de Mortl! Arii, which Felckmann identified with ad Sl!r.II, besides a number of
letters.
s See D.C.B.II.287.
US
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to Eudoxius Acacius and Patrophilus in IV.6 and 7 also suggests a
parallel with that work, for these three names are equally prominent
there. This does not, of course, mean that these letters necessarily
follow the de Synodis. Nor can we be certain at what date Athanasius
became aware of the possibility of a rapprochement with Basil of
Ancyra and the rest. But it certainly suggests that no long time
separates them.
We therefore conclude that the letters can scarcely have been begun
before the summer of 358; that much of the evidence leads us to put
them several months later in 359 or early in 360. It is less likely that
they were written at any later date. It does not seem possible to reach a
more definite conclusion.
Ill. WHO WERE THE TROPICI?

As Athanasius observes at the beginning of these letters (I.2), the
Arian doctrine of the Son necessarily involves that the Spirit is a
creature. If the Son differs in essence from the Father, so likewise must
the Spirit. If the Second Person in the Trinity had a beginning, how
much more the Third! If the Son is capable of moral progress and declension, then the Spirit also is holy, not by nature and essence, but
by grace.
Yet the issue was not debated in the earlier stages of the controversy. The Creed of Nicaea stopped abruptly at the words: 'and in the
Holy Spirit.' How far Arius himself took account of the Spirit in his
doctrine is doubtful. The indications are that he only treated the subject incidentally.l His silence, if silence it was, need not be attributed
to policy.2 Arianism only followed the line of development taken by
Monarchianism. It was inevitable that the new heresy should first be
formulated in terms of the Son of God, and that the controversy
should spend its first strength about that centre.
But the issue could not indefinitely be avoided. Moreover, the first
half of the fourth century saw a revival of interest in the office and
work of the Spirit, which, under the influence of asceticism, began to
recover from the neglect into which the development of the Logos doctrine in the second century had brought it.- The first stirrings of this
revival can already be noticed in Methodius'; further evidence comes
ml cf. c.Ar.1.6 and de Syn.15, and Harnack, H.D.IV.19.
As Swete attributes it (H.S.A.C.165).
_ cf. Harnack, ibid.10B, and see note on 1.9(82).
, e.g. Conv.iii.B. See Swete, op.ot.147 etc.
2
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later in the synodal pronouncements of the period and in the Cottchet;col Lectures of Cyril of Jerusalem. 5 Both creeds and lectures were
predominantly the work of Conservatives, and we observe in them a
clear and deliberate attempt to avoid any inquiry into the Spirit's
Person and origin. But the emphasis laid upon His teaching and
sanctifying ministry must have stimulated more interest in His Person
than Cyril's admonitions suppressed. How soon Arian propaganda
turned its attention to the subject we cannot say. There are some
indications that Asterius touched on it.s Certainly, when writing
these letters, Athanasius takes it for granted that both Homoeans and
Anomoeans call the Spirit a creature.?
But it may well have been that the first shots in the engagement
were fired from the Nicene camp. Marcellus not only brought the
Spirit within the scope of his theological system,8 but developed a
doctrine of His double procession, from the Son as well as from the
Father; and used it to prove that the Father and the Word cannot
eternally be two hypostases. 9 Eusebius tries to refute him by showing:
firstly, that John 1526 etc. refer only to the mission and not to the procession of the Spirit; secondly, that the same Gospel clearly asserts the
hypostasis of the Spirit; thirdly, that the Spirit is in fact the creature
m5 The text of these creeds is preserved in de Syn.2l-30. For comment upon them,
see Harnack, H.D.IV.11l-12 and Swete, op.cit.166-9. For the reticence of Cyril,
cf. Cat.xvi.2, 5, 24. There is, however, no trace of subordinationism in his teaching.
The Spirit receives honour with the Father and the Son (Cat.iv.16).
6 See note on 1.2(64).
? There is little evidence to go upon, but the following facts have significance.
In 356, or a little later, Lucifer of Cagliari, in his de Regibus Apostaticis (Migne,
Pat.L.13,807o), charges Constantius with believing that the Spirit is from nothing.
The same charge is made against the Arians by Athanasius himself, c.Ar.III.lS.
The date of c.Ar.I-II1 is uncertain, but the references to Constantius in 1.10 and
111.28 make it sure that, whenever it was written, the work was either issued or
reissued after 356. In 362 the Council of Alexandria anathematized those 'who say
that the Holy Spirit is a creature and separate from the essence of Christ. For this is
in truth a complete renunciation of the abominable heresy of the Arians, to refuse
to divide the holy Triad or to say that any part of it is a creature' (T.ad Ant.3). To
the same period, possibly a little earlier, belongs the eighth epistle of Basil, which
was written against those who believe the Son and the Spirit to be creatures. The
doctrine of the Council of Alexandria is insisted upon by Apollinarius in a letter
which was almost contemporary with it (among the correspondence of Basil, Ep.
ccclxiv). In his Liber ApologeticUI, written very little later, Eunomius specifically
declares the Spirit to be a creature (25).
8 See Basil, Ep.cclxiii. According to Theodoret, Fab.Haer.II.18, he calls the
Spirit :n:ae£mat1w Tijr; lmclt1IlWr;. See Harnack, H.D.IV.112, note 1.
9 Eusebius, Ecc.Theol.III.4-5. See on 1.2(64).
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of the Son. For this last point he reproduces Origen's exegesis of
John 13 from his Commmtary (11.10). It was perhaps inevitable that
this particular exposition should be brought out at some stage of the
controversy. But it was none the less disastrous, and it is an indication
of the mediocrity of Eusebius's mind. Not only does he ignore the
hesitation and reserve with which Origen offers this interpretation,io
he wrenches it out of its proper context in the subtly balanced
theology of that great thinker, wherein the Word-and, by
implication, the Spirit-mediates between God and His creationY Worst of all, he hurls it into a controversy which could
never have arisen at all had not the system of Origen been thrown
over and a line drawn between God and the creature such as he
never drew.12 To him ywrrrov, as applied to the Spirit, indicates
origination, dependence, distinction. is To Arius and Athanasius it
signifies 'otherness'.
What consequences had this passage of arms in the subsequent
course of events? It may well explain Athanasius's bitter reference to
m iO 'In passing through the mind of Eusebius, Origen's conjectures have become
dogmas; Swete, op.cit.I97.
11 For the Son, cf. dt Prin.l.ivA : 'in hac igitur Sapitntia, qUat umptr trat cum
Patrt', dtscripta semper intrat ac formata conditio, tt numquam trat quando torum
quat futura erant, pratjiguratio apud Sapitntiam non trat.' He does not develop this
idea in relation to the Spirit. But His mediation is suggested, in Joh.XIII.25, where
it is said that the Father exceeds the Son and Spirit in glory as much as they exceed
the rest. The truth is that there is no place for the Spirit in Origen's theology. He is
compelled by the tradition to include Him, but he cannot relate Him to the whole
with the confidence he shows in dealing with the Word. He finds in Him the same
twofold character as in the Son: one with God (de Prin.I.iii.2), essentially holy
(in Num.XI.8), of a nature which is eternal and uncreate (de Prin.IV.iv.8)j and yet
apparently originated as the creatures (ibid.I.praefA), strictly subordinated to the
Father and Son (ibid. fr.9, in Joh.II.IO; but 'JIllea{Jmellor; iu the latter passage, as
Harnack notes, is logical and not temporal), and limited in \:he sphere of His
operation (de Prin.I.iii.5-7). But whereas this two-sidedness in the case of the Logos
serves a definite purpose in the doctrine, the Spirit hovers vaguely and confusedly
between the creatures and the Son. See Harnack's excellent summary, H.D.II.3S7-9.
11 See Robertson, Intro.xxvii, Harnack, H.D.IV.28.
18 ytv1]T6v, from John 18 and as opposed to dyEvllT[TOV. Tbere is significance for
Origen in the fact that the Spirit is not called XTwpa or 'JIolT}pa in the Scriptures,
(de Prin.I.iii.3) . Yet the Son is XTwpa, from Proverbs 8221 ltisclear thatthe origination of the Spirit does not, in the eyes of Origen, make Him more of a creature than
the Son. Yet it is true to say, with Harnack, loc.cif. : 'The idea of createdness was
already more closely associated with the Holy Spirit than with the Logos.' Firstly,
in that His yEvea~ is through the Son; and secondly, in that He does not stand in
any creative. or indeed truly mediatorial, relation to the creatures.
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'the Eusebii' in IV.6. He probably knew the Eec. Theol. u ; and personal
considerations disposed him to see Eusebius as an angel of darkness
rather than as a muddle-headed old man. Hereafter, we shall discover
reasons for thinking that the theology of Marcellus influenced him,
albeit negatively. Conservative opinion in the East must have been
scandalized and alarmed by Marcellus's views upon the Spirit
scarcely less than by his doctrine of the Son. But probably the incident
is significant as symptom rather than as cause. After all, there is no
reason to think that the generality of the bishops were theologically
less obtuse than Eusebius. Loofs, indeed, fails to make sufficient allowance for the complexities of the case when he speaks of the Macedonian doctrine as 'the old tradition unaffected by Nicaea'.16 By
'tradition' he can only mean the doctrine of Origen; and this, as we
have seen already, was really a tension of opposites only capable of reconciliation within its own theological framework. There are signs
that Theognostus and Pierius modified it in the direction afterwards
taken by the Macedonians. le But it is no less probable, as far as the
scanty evidence goes, that (as with the doctrine of the Son) other impulses were drawing it in an opposite direction. At any rate, the insistence on the eternity and uncreatedness of the Spirit in the Confession
of Gregory Thaumaturgus and in the Origenistic tract de Recta
Fide 17 is of interest. Significant too in this connexion is the fact that
Basil, self-confessed disciple of Gregory,18 writing in 360, at a time
when he could hardly have been influenced by these letters, finds no
difficulty in extending the op,oovawv to the Spirit. lI But, none the
less, as the hypostasis of the Spirit gained universal and conscious
acceptance,20 and men were forced to think of Him as a Person in personal relation with the Father and the Son, there must have been
many who found it easier to regard Him as a creature possessed of
unique dignity and power, or as an intermediate being, neither God
nor creature. And, no doubt, there were many more who preferred to
shelve the whole business and say nothing at all. All three strands of
opinion were probably represented in 'Macedonianism'.
That movement itself is something of a mystery. In 358 there
See on 1.9(83).
15 'Macedonius,' H.R.E.XIIAl-8.
At any rate, Photius singles out their teaching upon the Spirit for special
condemnation, even though he allows that Pierius taught piously concerning the
Father and the Son. See Harnack, H.D.lII.95-7.
17 See Swete, op.cif.l49.
18 See Ep.cciv and de Sp.S.74.
19 Ep.viii.lO.
20 cf. Origen, in Joh.I1.10. Hesitation on the point persisted in some quarters,
otherwise orthodox, until 380. See Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.5.
mU
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emerges, in opposition to the avowed Arianism of U rsaci us and Valens
at Sirmium, a group of Conservative bishops headed by Basil of
Ancyra, which includes Macedonius of Constantinople and Eustathius of Sebaste. Successful at first in securing general support both
from the Eastern bishops and from the Court, they obtain the exile of
Homoean and Anomoean leaders. Both Athanasius and Hilary greet
this new development with sympathy. But in the following year Basil
shows himself incapable of offering any real opposition to the intrigues
of the Homoeans. He and his friends compromise themselves at
Sirmium and are outmanreuvred at Seleucia. In January 360, the
triumphant Acacius and Eudoxius secured the deposition of all the
leaders by a Council held at Constantinople. The theological characteristic of this group was the use of the term Of-Lotov(Jto~ to describe the relation of the Father and the Son. 21 Epiphanius credits them
with an open and avowed denial of the Godhead of the Spirit,22 but the
documents he cites nowhere bear this out.
Twenty years later, at the Council of Constantinople, we find a
party of thirty-six recalcitrant bishops who refused to reaffirm the
Creed of Nicaea and the Godhead of the Spirit." Their leader was
Eleusius, who had been appointed bishop of Cyzicus by Macedonius
and shared in 360 the latter's fate. The Council anathematized them
as 'Semiarians or Pneurnatomachi'.Z& Damasus of Rome, in an almost
contemporary pronouncement,16 refers to them as 'Macedonians'.
Under that name they continued to exist as a separate sect, at least up
to the middle of the next century, in Constantinople and Pontus.
What connexion is there between this Macedonian sect and the group
of Conservatives assembled round Basil in 358-60? There must be a
connexion. Epiphanius u calls Basil and the rest 'Semiarians', and, as
we have seen, it was under this name that the thirty-six were conmll Socrates, H.E.II.45, says that they did not distinctly assert the 01"0/0'15(11011
until after 360, but the term is discussed by Athanasius (d~ Syn.4l) and by Hilary
(de Syn.72, etc.).
II Hae,..lxxiii.l.
28 Socrates (H.E.V.8) suggests that the O/"OOVC1/,OIl rather than the Godhead of
the Spirit was the immediate cause of their leaving the Council.
24 Swete (op.cit.185) is mistaken in supposing that this refers to the Homoeans.
They had already been anathematized as 'Arians or Eudoxians'. This threefold
division of heresy was maintained by later writers. Loofs collects the evidence in his
article, 'Macedonians', Nfft., E.R.E.VIII.
16 Synodical Lette,. to Paulinus. A Greek translation is to be found in Theodoret,
H.E.V.lt. It is variously dated 380-4.
16 Hae,..lxxiii.
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demned at Constantinople. Again, it is clear that these Macedonians
confessed the 0p,Ql,6vatov in preference to the op,oovatOv. B7
Socrates and Sozomen also link the two movements together through
Macedonius. They assert that, following his deposition, he organized
the supporters of the displaced bishops into a party whose doctrinal
differentiae were: the Lucianic Creed, the op,otOvatov, and a
refusal to acknowledge the Godhead of the Spirit.BB According to these
writers, previous to his deposition Macedonius had been associated
with Acacius and Eudoxius. These statements are open to grave objections. All the evidence suggests that from 358 Macedonius had been a
supporter of Basil of Ancyra. 29 Although Sozomen says that the term
'Macedonian' came into general use during the reign of Julian,80 we
find no record of it before 380, and then chiefly in Constantinopolitan
writers or in writers who are likely to depend for their information
upon Constantinopolitan sources. S1 Basil and Gregory Nazianzen,
who both wrote against the Pneumatomachi, never use it; and neither
does Epiphanius. The evidence of Didymus is of particular significance.
In his earlier work, de Spiritu Sancto, which falls between 370 and
380, he never uses the term. But in the de Trinitate, dated circa 392,
he expressly writes against the Macedonians, and makes many referIll27 See Didymus, de Trin.IA37A, and ps.Athanasius, dial. de Trin.III.l,IG.
Loofs in his earlier work, in H.R.E.XII (see also his Eustathius 'Von Sebaste), doub~
how far the Macedonians were committed to the O/lO£OV(Jlov. But he modified his
views later. See Article, E.R.E.VIII.
28 Socrates (H.E.IIA5) is very clear that the position they took up with regard
to the Spirit was negative. Macedonius 'declined to include the Holy Spirit in the
Godhead of the Triad'. And to Eustathius he attributes the words: 'I would rather
not give the Holy Spirit the name of God, and I would not dare to call Him a
creature.' Sozomen (H.E.IV.27) adds certain details which may well have been
drawn from later Macedonian writings, and says that Macedonius 'affirmed that
the Holy Spirit is inferior in dignity, and designated Him a minister and a servant,
and applied to Him whatever could be said without error of the holy angels'. See
also the vague statement in Theodoret (H.E.II.G). It is possible that all these accounts
go back, through Socrates, to Rufinus, who says simply (H.E.I.25) that MacedoniuB
was appointed by the Arians: 'quia similem Patri Filium fatebatur, licet Spiritum
Sanctum aeque ut illi blasphemaret.' Rufinus in his turn may be indebted to Jerome,
who, when translating and supplementing the H.E. of Eusebius at Constantinople
in 380, makes reference to Macedonius 'a quo nunc haeresis Macedoniana'.
29 cf. Epiphanius, Haer.lxxiii.23 and 27 j Socrates, H.E.IIAO j Sozomen, H.E.IV.
13 and 22 j Philostorgius, Epitome, IV.9 and VIII.I7.
so Sozomen, H.E.V.14.
31 The evidence is collected by Loofs (Article, H.R.E.XII.41). See also A. M.
Merenda, Migne, Pat.L.13, 108-9.
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ences to them and to their opinions. It is indeed these references which
constitute the only cogent evidence in support of the statements of
Socrates and Sozomen. But it is by no means certain that Didymus
had any authoritative information about the genesis of Macedonianism. He certainly had before him a Macedonian dialogue, perhaps the
same as that known to the author of ps.Athanasius, c. Macedonianum,
1.82 But there is little to show that he was able to supplement it from
any other source than hearsay. He does indeed know that Macedoni us owed his appointment at Constantinople to Arian influence.83
But in I1.620c he certainly gives a wrong impression of the relation
of these Pneumatomachi to Arius, and in 632A he seems to think that
Marathonius was advanced by the Arians as Macedonius' successor.M
While he has heard that the Macedonians confess the op,owvawv,
not the op,oovawv, of the Son,35 he elsewhere 36 repeats the error found
commonly in Western Fathers 37 that their heterodoxy was limited to
the Spirit . .
Further evidence is forthcoming from Socrates himself who makes
frequent references to a Macedonian writer, Sabinus of Heraclea, but
tells us that his writings contain no mention of Macedonius himself.18
Almost equal importance in the movement is attached by both
Socrates and Sozomen to the Homoiousian bishop of Nicomedia,
Marathonius, who is credited by the former historian with having
introduced the op,o£ovawv, and by the latter with having given
such help, both spiritual and financial, as saved the new body from
premature extinction. 3e From him the name 'Marathonians' was also
in use. Taken together, these facts suggest that Macedonius, who
apparently died soon after his deposition,40 had very little to do with
'Macedonianism'. Loofs is probably right in conjecturing that the
name originally attached itself to those Christians in Constantinople
mM See de Trin.H.604D and c.Mac.I.l, etc. Loofs thinks the dialogue used by
Didymus was longer than the other.
aa 613c. Loofs is certainly right in assuming that the reference here is to Macedonius himself.
U His information about Macedonius is, in fact, such as might well have been
obtained from the apologetic works of Athanasius himself.
S5 de Trin.I.437 A.
18 ibid.341A .
• 7 e.g. Augustine, Hatr.lii. cf. also Serm.Ar., fr.6 and 9, Migne, Pat.Lat.13.610c
and 613B.
18 Socrates, H.E.H.IS fin.
38 ibid.I1.4S; Sozomen, H.E.IV.27. See also Didymu8, de Trin.I1.633A.
to $ozomen, H.E.IV.26.
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who refused to recognize the intrusion of Eudoxius; just as there were
Meletians at Antioch and Athanasians at Alexandria. Later the
scope of the term was extended to cover those representatives of the
old Conservative tradition who survived the drift to Nicene orthodoxy.
This would be all the easier inasmuch as these die-hards were chiefly
concentrated in Pontus and Thrace.
To the student of these letters all this is of importance because it
discredits the statement that Macedonius called in question the Godhead of the Spirit. 'Apart from the writings of Athanasius, there is no
evidence of anything analogous to Tropicism before 368, when we
may perhaps discover the first reference to the Pneumatomachi in
Basil.&! Such evidence as we have points in the opposite direction.
During the reign of J ulian, the deposed Homoiousian bishops began
an agitation in the hope of recovering the churches they had lost.
Upon the accession of Jovian they petitioned the new emperor, who,
however, dismissed them with the comment that he did not like
contention. t2 This hint was reinforced, after Valens had succeeded, by
his co-emperor in the West, Valentinian. l3 Accordingly, in 365 a
number of them, under the leadership of Eustathius of Sebaste, opened
negotiations t4 with Liberius of Rome and were by him received into
communion upon confession of the Nicene faith. But the question of
their orthodoxy upon the Spirit was not raised. It is, of course,
possible to attribute this to bad faith upon their part.46 But not only is
the charge beyond proof; it is difficult to believe that Liberius would
have been ignorant of the fact, had they really made a stand against the
decisions taken at Alexandria in 362.&6
mU See Basil, Ep.x:xv.2. The nature of the reference certainly suggests that Basil's
correspondent has been charging him with Homoiousian views on both Son and
Spirit, and that Basil is endeavouring to clear himself by referring to his writings
against the Anomoeans. The term 'Pneumatomachi' is not to be found in his works
before Ep.cx1, dated 373.
u Socrates, H.E.III.2S.
43 They had appealed to him against the renewed hostility of the now predominant Homoeans. See Socrates, H.E.IV.7.
"The documents are to be found in Socrates, H.E.IV.12.
46 As Swete suggests, H.S.A.C.177.
"This is not the place to consider the subsequent history of the movement. It is
clear that the acceptance of the Nicene Creed was not unanimously endorsed by the
Semiarians. There was a Homoiousian Party Continuing. We miss the name of
Eleusius among the bishops to whom Liberius wrote. Its absence is all the more
significant inasmuch as Socrates (H.E.IVA and 6) implies that at this time he was
an acknowledged leader. Sozomen (H.E.VI.12) tells us that, while a synod met at
Tyana to affirm the Nicene faith, a second met in Caria to ratify the O/-,OLOWIOV
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But what of the evidence of these letters and of the Alexandrian
'tome' itself? These documents presuppose a body of opinion which,
while substantially orthodox as to the Son, denies the Godhead of the
Spirit. If the Semiarians did not put forward views of their own upon
that subject for several years after these letters were wri tten, how are we
to account for Athanasius's opponents here? Not only is ~heir doctrinal
position generally similar to that of the Macedonians; it is supported
by an appeal to the same Scriptures and by the use of the same arguments. If what has been said above be correct, we may dismiss the
nr46

(continued)

once more. It has been suggested that this reference is a doublet of that we find later
in the same author, VII.2 (cf. Socrates, H.E.V.4), to a similar gathering ten years
iater at Carian Antioch. But Loofs, in his later work, admits that there is no real
difficulty in believing that such a synod did meet in 367. The alliance between the
Nicenes and those Homoiousians who followed Eustathius, Tarsus, and Sylvanus
was not oflong duration. The rupture between Basil and Eustathius no doubt had a
good deal to do with disturbing it. We are not told what objections Theodotus and
Meletius (Basil, Ep.xcv and xcix) brought against the orthodoxy of Eustathius. But
we are justified in concluding from the confession he was made to sign that they
included a charge of heresy on the Spirit. There seems by this time to have been a
hardening of opinion among the Nicenes. Even the cautious Basil was being forced
out of his reserve. (It is unfair to say-with Loofs that he did not finally make up his
mind until 372. If he made up his mind only then, he must have unmade it after
writing Ep.viii in 360. We must not take Basil's reserve for anything except what it
was. He depended upon Semiarian support against the Homoeans.) Basil indeed
accuses Eustathius of negotiating with Euzoius (Ep.ccxxvi.3) and with various
compromising activities (ibid. and cxxx). But the only really definite charge he can
bring against him before 375 is that he showed an Arian creed to Gelasius (probably
in 373). The contents of this creed have not been preserved to us, and we do not
know how far Eustathius committed himself to it. In 375 or the following year, he
did, according to Basil in Ep.ccxliv.9, sign a creed at Cyzicus which substituted the
op.owvmov for the op.oovawv. A little later, when denouncing him to the Westerns,
Basil refers to him (Ep.cclxiii.3) as 'consorting with those who are anathematizing
the op.oovawv, and prime mover (:n:eoaTdT1/,) of the heresy of the Pneumatomachi'.
The difference in the wording is worth notice. He is'associated with the Homoiousians;
he leads the Pneumatomachi. This helps us to understand how it is that Epiphanius,
writing 374-8, distinguishes the Semiarians from the Pneumatomachi as separate
parties differing as to their doctrine of the Son. For a little while during that period
the Eustathians-i.e. such of the Semiarians who were reconciled to the op.oovatov
in 365 as were prepared to follow Eustathius out into the wilderness again-were
indeed an isolated group, parting company from the Nicenes only as to their doctrine of the Spirit. But, feeling the weakness of their position, they returned to their
former allies, Eleusius and the other intransigeants of 365. At least, most of tbem did.
As late as 3S1 it is still possible for Gregory Nazianzen to address Macedonians in
Constantinople as orthodox upon the Son (Orat.xli.S).
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suggestion '7 that Serapion had intercepted a communication from
Macedonius to some of his friends. Not only does it depend upon the
statements of Socrates and Sozomen to which we have discovered
grave objections. It does not harmonize with the indications offered by
the letters themselves. To begin with, it means that Bp. I was not
written before 361; a possible, but unlikely, date. If it be accepted,
these letters will come after the de Synod;s. The difference between the
tone of Athanasius's references to the Semiarians in that work and
the way in which he speaks of the Tropici presents a very real difficulty.
Even granting the change of context, it is not easy to believe that
the 'beloved' of de Syn. 43 and the av6rjl:ot "at nana 7:0Ap:'l(}O{
of 1.18 are the same people. The epithet 'Tropici' is itself worthy of
consideration in this connexion. From the abrupt way in which
Athanasius introduces it,.s it seems that he did not invent it, but that
it was already in circulation when Serapion wrote to him. Were these
letters directed against the Semiarians, we might reasonably expect to
find traces of it in the later stages of the controversy. But there is
nothing to show that Basil or Didymus or any of the later Catholic
writers ever knew their antagonists under this name. Again, what of the
habitat of the new heresy? Athanasius never explicitly says that it
belongs to Egypt. But he does write as though, through Serapion, he
were addressing a body of teachers and pastors toward whom he had
special responsibilities, and who naturally looked to him for guidance
and instruction, in short, the clergy of his diocese.'9 Serapion is not
only the channel through which information as to the new heresy
reaches Athanasius. He is to be the mouthpiece, and even the editor
and interpreter, of the latter's reply. This would be natural enough if
Athanasius were dealing with a matter domestic to his own diocese,
but not so natural if he were trying to intervene in the affairs of Asia
or Pontus. Nor do we get the impression that these letters were written
in answer to a more or less private document, but to an opinion that
had already obtained public expression and which required to be met
with propaganda.
Moreover, when we come to compare the doctrine of the Tropici

ur7 See Loofs, E.R.E.VIII.228-9. K. Holl (,Gesammelte Aufsatru zur Kirclzengesclziclzte,' II.303) offers reasons for believing that the relation between Macedonius
and Macedonianism was closer than Loofs suggests in his H.R.E. article.
'8 See on 1.10(85).
U cf. especially II.t, init. (150). The YV1]O'LolOf 1.1 suggests that Serapion in writing
to Athanasius was acting on behalf of a group of his supporters and friends. Once
again, Egypt is the natural place to look for such a group.
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with that oflater Pneumatomachi, we find, side by side with important
similarities, certain subtle but significant differences. The teaching of
the Macedonians as to the Spirit was hesitant, confused, and contradictory. The Spirit is not to be called lord nor to be glorified with the
Father.5O He is not God's (f1)ve(!y6q,51 for He does not create or
bestow life. 52 Like the angels, He is a minister and instrument of
God. 53 Yet He is not to be regarded as an angel nor as a creature of
any kind. M He is not unlike the Father and the Son. 55 He is Oei:ov
but not Oe6q,M yevrrr:6v but not "-';Un:6V,57 fJ-ova&,,6v, of a
fJ-ef11] qn5au;.53 The Tropicist doctrine, by comparison, appears
clear cut and consistent. The Spirit is a creature differing from the
angels only in degree. 59 He is, in fact, an angel and a creature,80 and
unlike the Son.81 It is of course possible that Athanasius and Serapion
have sharpened the edges and intensified the colour of Tropicism.
But even more significant than the description of the new heresy in
these letters is the tone Athanasius takes in dealing with it. The
insistence in 1.17 that he will be satisfied with the acknowledgement
that the Spirit is not a creature; his assertion, in IV.l, that all he asked
for from his opponents was silence; the persistent refutation of the one
thesis, that the Spirit is a creature; the negative line taken in the argument of 1.16--all this would be largely ineffective and inapposite
against the Macedonians, who asked for nothing better than to fall
back on comfortable question-begging formula!.
We find the Macedonians defending their doctrine by the argument
m 60 See ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.I.l-3,17 ; Gregory of Nyssa, ad'V.Mac.2 ; Basil,
de Sp.S.24, etc.
51 ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.I.I7.
62 ps.Athanasius, dial.lll de Trin.l6, c.Mac.I.I2 ; Gregory of Nyssa, ad'V.Mac.
11 ; Didymus, de Trin.II.564B, etc.
is cf. vnT)(!I:-cT}~ , c.Mac.I.I7, and see Gregory ofNyssa, ad'V.Mac.17, Didymus, de
Trin.II.600c. But here too, according to Basil (de Sp.S.51), there was some equivocation, the Spirit being said to occupy an intermediate position O1i/51! b
&anoTtufj

ii r50VALUfj Ta~u.

5, ps.Athanasius, dial.IIl de Trin.19 ; Didymus, de Trin.II.620A. For a contrary
judgement, see Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Mac.15.
55 c.Mac.I.lS.
58 ibid.15, dial.IlI de Trin.l9.
57 c.Mac.I.20 (from John la).
61 For flOva&u6v , see dial.lII de Trin.19, c.Mac.I.S; for the P.WTJ qnJa~, Didymus, de Trin.II.5 4SA, 576B. Yet there are numerous passages where Didymus
speaks as though the Macedonians took Him for a creature, e.g. 564c, 6040.
58 Ep.I.!.
80 ibid.10, etc.
61 ibid.9. But the reference may be merely a generalization on the part of
Athanasius.
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to which the Tropici also gave prominence, that no relationship is
conceivable within the Godhead other than that of Father and Son,
and that the existence of a second originated Person is precluded by the
fact that the Son is only-begotten." The credit for introducing this
argument, however, must go to Eunomius who uses it in his Apology;
and, indeed, ultimately to Origen. The Macedonians also laid emphasis, in the baptismal formula, etc., upon the order in which the divine
Persons are enumerated, holding such enumeration to be a subordination of the Spirit to the Father and the Son, rather than a coordination of the Three." Some of them insisted, in the doxology, upon
the form BV IIvmJp,an ciyicp, making the Spirit the instrument
of the praise offered to God. M Neither of these points is noticed
by Athanasius. 66
But both Tropici and Macedonians claimed to establish their case
from the Scriptures. Whereas, however, Athanasius only alludes to
three texts as cited by the former, the exegesis of the latter was very
comprehensive and elaborate. They pressed into service a series of
passages which suggested His inferiority to the Father and Son, or
which, by their silence, seemed to imply that He has no place in the
divine life and activity.56 This battery of texts was, no doubt, built up
in the course of the controversy. But in view of the large number of
lections they employ, the fact that we find them using the three that
are quoted as from the Tropici is not so surprising as Loofs thought it.
Their chief appeal is always to the silence of ScriptureS? as to the Godhead of the Spirit; and Athanasius never suggests that the Tropici
had recourse to this or found it a difficulty. The lack of any explicit
Scriptural authority for calling the Spirit Oe6!; naturally counted
for everything with these conservatives. But it would count for a good
deal less with quondam disciples of Eunomius who were concerned,
not that the Spirit should not be called God, but that He should be
acknowledged as a creature.S8
nx6 2 For references, see note on 1.15(96).
cf. Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.17-20; Basil, d~ Sp.S. 41, etc.; Gregory of
Nyssa, adv.Mac.6; Didymus, de Trin.II.548B ; ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.I.6-7.
M cf. Basil, ibid.58--64 ; Gregory Nazianzen, ibid.20.
65 For samples of other arguments adduced by the Macedonians, see c.Mac.I.lt.
ss For examples of the passages used by the Pneumatomachi in their doctrine of
the Spirit, see Didymus, d~ Trill.III.949-84.
67 cf. Didymus, d~ Trin.II.632B, etc.; Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.25--8;
fls.Athanasius, c.Mac.1.15, dial. III de Trin., passim.
58 See note on 1.31(142f.).
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But let us examine the three passages to which the Tropici appealed.
As to Amos 413, it is quite uncertain how far the Macedonians made
use of it. It is, indeed, discussed by Gregory of Nyssa in his de Fide,
but this work is not expressly directed against them. The most positive
evidence we have is that of Didymus. But from the way in which he
introduces his discussion of the passages which relate to the Spirit,
de Trinitate, III.949B, it is clear that he makes no effort here to distinguish the argument of the Macedonians from that of the Eunomians. There remains his treatment of the text in de Spiritu Sancta,
14-15. But against whom is it directed? Primarily, the de Spiritu
Sancta is an exposition of Didymus's own doctrine and not a refutation
of another's. References to heretical opinions are few and incidental,
and do not suggest that the writer had any written evidence in front
of him. The distinctive Macedonian arguments are not touched. It is
at least a plausible theory that these scanty references reflect the
character of local, Egyptian, Pneumatomachism, Tropicist rather than
Macedonian. On the other hand, we have the silence of Basil in his de
Spiritu Sancta and of Gregory of Nyssa in the , section of his adv.
Macedanianas which has come down to us, of Gregory of Nazianzus
in his Oration on the Spirit and of the writer of ps. Athanasius, c. Mac.
1. The manner in which the passage is cited in dial. III de Trinitate
only confirms this.s8
For their use of 1 Timothy 521 we have the evidence of Didymus,
de Trin. II.548c, and Basil, de Sp. S., 29-30. Didymus expressly
attributes it to the Macedonians, but the value of his attestation is
diminished by the fact that at this point he is markedly dependent on
Athanasius. 70 The significance given to the passage by Basil's opponents is not the same as that discovered in it by the Tropici. The latter
held that the absence of any reference to the Spirit means that He is
included with the angels. The former used it to weaken the force of
such passages as Matthew 2819, by showing that angels, as well as the
Spirit, are enumerated with the Godhead. But, either way, no great
importance can be attached to its appearance in Macedonian propaganda. We know that they made much of passages such as John 173;
and 1 Timothy 521 was obvious ammunition for the same target.
Didymus likewise attributes to the Macedonians the use of Zechariah 19. Here again, he is indebted to Athanasius for the answer he
m68 See on 1.3. Even if accepted, the identification of 1WlliJ,ta in Amos 418 with
the Holy Spirit would prove too much for the Macedonians.
70 See notes on 1.10-12(86ff.).
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makes to them. But the context in de Trin. II.628B, is not that in
which it is introduced in Ep. 1.11. The Macedonians seem to have
laid the emphasis on the fact that the angel delivered a divine message,
seeking to invalidate the argument which deduced the Godhead of the
Spirit from His function in the inspiration of prophecy. The point of
the citation in Ep. I is not altogether clear, but it seems that the Tropici
rather stressed the words b Ep,ot, to prove that the angels, no
less truly than the Spirit, may be said to dwell in believers. Athanasius's
answer, at any rate, seems to imply this.
Finally, it is contended by Loofs that 'the mockery poured by
Athanasius upon the tropes recognized by his adversaries recalls the
Macedonian practice of resorting to op,wyvp,tatt;, (JV'Vwyvp,tatt;,
etc.' But, as Loofs states it, this reference is liable to mislead. What
the Macedonians actually said, according to Didymus, de Trin. 11.
476A, was this: 'Attention ought not to be paid to homonyms and
synonyms and equivocal expressions.' Thus they would argue that no
significance attaches to the term 'good' as applied to the Spirit in
Scripture. It is indeed said, in Mark 1018, to belong to God alone, but
it is none the less equivocal because we also find it applied to men and
things. 71 In other words, when confronted with any term or expression
which suggested the unity or coequality of the Spirit with the Father
and Son, they searched the Scriptures until they found the same words
used of creatures, albeit in a different context, dubbed them homonymous or equivocal, and dismissed them. There was nothing original
about this. They were simply reviving the technique of Arius and
Eusebius at Nicaea,78 where they were prepared to confess the Son to
be the Power and Image and Glory of God inasmuch as they could
find Scriptural authority for applying these terms to men and even to
locusts! It may have been quibbling of this kind which led Epiphanius
to criticize the Arians as favouring 'tropical' exegesis. 7: They played
off one meaning of a word against another. It is very hard to see why
this innuendo should have attached itself peculiarly to Athanasius's
oppo!lents in these letters. Certainly, in the exegesis of Amos 413, it is
not the Tropici but their adversaries who raise the question of the
equivocal meaning of 'JtveVp,a. Indeed, Didymus expressly uses the
term 'homonymous' to characterize it, de Sp. S. 58.74 It would seem,
therefore, that the charge of ,Tropicism' or 'Trope-mongering' was
71

cf. also ibid.Sl6c and 60SA.

7.

See de Dec.19-20.

Haer.1xix.SO. See on 1.10(85).
7, So alao Cyril of Alexandria, de Trin.VII.llOSA.
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wider and more indefinite than that of 'resorting to homonyms and
synonyms', which Loofs brings against the Macedonians. As a matter
of fact, all parties in the great controversy played with 'tropical' interpretations of Scripture when the literal interpretation was unfavourable to their own opinions, and none more so than the orthodox in their
exegesis of Proverbs 822.
We are now in a position to state the conclusions to which these
considerations seem to point. The Macedonians were essentially conservatives. They did not understand the character of the theological
crisis which had overtaken them, and they thought it could be resolved
by repeating the watchwords and formula: of a previous age. They
sought to preserve a fragment of Origenism in a theological vacuum.
In 358 their precursors reacted against the brutal clarity of Anomoeanism and produced the inconclusive 0f.l0wvawv. Fifteen or
twenty years later, when the younger Nicenes were growing more
precise and dogmatic in their definition of the Spirit's nature and
Godhead, they themselves took refuge in the untenable and contradictory opinions that bear their name. The reaction of 358 carried
them towards Athanasius. That of 373-80 carried them away from
Athanasius' spiritual successor, Basil. But both were really inspired
by a dislike of clarity and sharpness of definition. They never faced
the question, and consequently resented any answer that really was an
answer.
The doctrine of the Tropici developed in the same general direction, but it sprang' from different roots. In the opinion of the present
writer, Tropicism was, above all, a local Egyptian movement. Egypt
was not Asia or Pontus. The prestige of Athanasius and the authority
which had been concentrated in his hands had destroyed the materials
for a conservative reaction. The Tropici had rallied to the Arians
after the expulsion of Athanasius and came under the influence of
Aetius and Eunomius during their sojourn in Alexandria in 356.
From them they learned a form of Arianism more thorough and
comprehensive than that previously current in Egypt, which taught
that the Spirit was the creature of the Son. Later, perhaps in the
autumn of 358, when the stupidity and brutality of George had clearly
ruined whatever chances Arianism had of rehabilitating itself in Egypt,
they returned to the Church. But while they were prepared to confess
the o/-wova,ov of the Son, they would not give up the doctrine of the
Spirit which they had learned from the Anomoeans. No council,
whether general or provincial, had pronounced upon it. The subject
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itself was one which their own 'pope' had never treated except in
the most general and incidental way. So, while claiming to be in communion with the orthodox, they circulated this Anomoean doctrine
and gave publicity to the arguments of Aetius.
Such a situation would, at any rate, adequately account for these
letters. It explains why Athanasius links Tropicism not with Homoiousianism but with Arianism pure and undefiled; and why he combines the abridgement of his arguments against the Tropici, in Bp. Ill,
with an exposition of the Godhead of the Son, in Bp. 11, not materially
different from that in the de Synadis, which was specifically written to
conciliate the Homoiousians. It helps us to understand why he so
persistently labours to show that, by their doctrine of the Spirit, the
Tropici compromise their orthodoxy upon the Son. Not merely
strategically, but tactically, this was the weak point in their position.
It brought them into collision with an undisputed canon of orthodoxy.
In such circumstances and from such opponents Athanasius might well
be content with a bare denial that the Spirit is a creature or even with
silent acquiescence. It is very doubtful whether Athanasius would, at
this juncture, have taken up the cudgels against so cautious and limited
an expression of opinion as that attributed by Socrates to Macedonius
and Eustathius. But, had he done so, he would have been obliged to
ask for a much more definite assurance of the Spirit's Godhead.
Moreover, the hypothesis does justice to the close affinity the doctrine of the Tropici has, on the one hand, with that of Eunomius, and,
on the other, with that of the Pneumatomachi in Didymus's de Spiritu
Sancta. Eunomius taught that the Spirit is a creature existing by the
will of the Father and the activity of the Son, subordinated to the
Father and the Son in a third degree of being, and excluded from the
creative power of the Son.75 He argues that the only alternative to
calling Him a creature is to call Him a son.76 The only texts the
Eunomians are known to have cited upon this subject are John 13
and Amos 413. 77 In the de Spiritu Sancta Didymus deals with heretics
who, apparently without qualification, call the Spirit a creature 78 and
an angel 79 ; who deny that He is creator 80; who argue that the Catholic
doctrine must make Him a son 81 ; and whose exposition of Scripture
m 76 Liber Apologeticus, 25.
de Sp.s.6 init. etc.

76

ibid.

77 Basil, adv.Eun.III.7.

ibid.32.
ibid.7 and 13.
81 ibid.62. The objection, discussed in 60-1 , that Satan also is said to indwell
Judas, etc., seems to have presented itself to Didymus's mind rather than to have
been raised by his opponents. It follows upon his own characteristic doctrine
78

s .A·-3

79
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34

THE LETTERS OF ST. ATHANASIUS

appears to be confined to John Is and Amos 413.81 If we may assume
that these heretics are Egyptian Pneumatomachi, then their dependence upon the Anomoeans seems to have been far closer than any we
can attribute to the Macedonians, though the latter borrowed arguments and expositions from Eunomius and his disciples. This conclusion is confirmed by the account given of the Tropici in these
letters. It is true that Athanasius does not discuss John 13; that there
is nothing to suggest that the Tropici gave publicity to the notion
of {m;aet8p:'lC;U;; and, at least in Ep. I, little to suggest that they
denied the Spirit His part in creation.SI But allowance must be made
for the information at Athanasius's disposal. He had not met these
people face to face, nor had he anything of theirs in writing. He was
entirely dependent upon the letters Serapion sent him. Moreover, it is
probable that the 'AetO'To't"eA.t"~ bewo't"'TjC; of Aetius and Eunomius
suffered a little in transmission through the Tropici. There is nothing
to suggest that the new movement boasted intellectual substance. Its
supporters were probably confined to parish clergy and laymen. They
certainly failed to found a school or a sect, and their very name would
have perished but for these letters.
IV. ATHANASIUS'S DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

FOR Athanasius, the doctrine of the Spirit stands in the closest possible
relation to that of the Son. W e have already seen the immediate
practical advantages he obtained from insisting upon that relationship.
It enabled him to maintain that Tropicism was inconsistent with the
formulated doctrine of the Church. But this co-ordination was not
merely a tactical device to outRank his adversaries. It was strategically
sound. In the context of the Arian controversy, the relationship
between the two doctrines was exactly as he held it to be. The question
of the Spirit arose cut of tile question of the Son. It was a crisis within

mal (continued)
developed in 24-5. The heretics referred to in 38 and 45 are, of course, not Pneumatomachi at all, but, apparently, Sabellians and Manichaeans.
8i ibid.14-16, 59. He also mentions, in 59, in connexion with Amos 418, Zechariah
121. But the passage is so entirely inapposite that it is hard to believe that any
Pneumatomachist, who was not an utter imbecile, would have cited it. Can it be
that Didymus knew that Zechariah came into the argument somewhere and, by
lapse of memory, substituted this passage for 191
88 cf. 1.9(83) and 24(127). It may be that the greater emphasis laid upon the creative
activity of the Spirit, in III.4-5(172ff.), is due to the fact that his attention had
been drawn to this point by SerapioD.
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a crisis. The Christian doctrine of God depended, in its entirety, upon
this issue. To have yielded to the Tropici or to have acquiesced in the
inclusion of the Spirit with the creatures would have been to surrender
everything Athanasius had contended for. How clearly he realized this
connexion can be understood from the references to the Spirit in
c. Arianos, I-Ill. They are not numerous. l They are all incidental
to the main argument, and not one of them is introduced for the sake
of the Spirit. Yet, were these letters and all the later works lost, we
should have little difficulty in determining where Athanasius stood in
regard to this subject and what he believed.
These considerations should be sufficient to dispose of the notion
that faith in the Spirit's essential Godhead was something that
Athanasius had picked up on his travels in Rome and the West. It is
not an addendum artificially stitched on to his confession of the Son.
The one doctrine springs naturally and inevitably from the other.
They are entirely integrated. But by insisting that it is from our
knowledge of the Son that we must derive our knowledge of the Spiri t,I
Athanasius reveals, not only an exact appreciation of the contemporary
situation for theology, but also a vigorous and profound apprehension of
his subject. Here we recover once again the New Testament conception of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of the Son, not only inasmucll as
the Son gives and sends Him, but because He is the principle of Christ's
life within us. His ministry is the ministry of the Son; and all the
activity of the Son is accomplished in Him.! We may justly say of
Athanasius what Lebreton says of Paul: 'behind his conception of
the Spirit stands Christ.' But we can scarcely say it of any of his contemporaries or predecessors. Origen, indeed, brought the Spirit and the
Son into close relationship at one important point,' by teaching that the
former is originated through the latter; and Dr. Prestige does well to
remind us 5 of the significance of this for the doctrine of the double
IV1 The principal points are: the Spirit sent and given by the Son as His own,
1.47-8; the equality of the Spirit with the Son, 1.50; the Spirit peculiarly the gift
of God, and His mission from the Son thus proving the Son's Godhead, 11.18; the
Spirit in the Trinity, as the activity of light is in the radiance which comes from the
sun, 111.15; God in us by the indwelling of the Spirit, 111.24.
J III.l.
a cf. I.l9-20(lOSff.).
, And, to a certain degree also, by affirming the personality of the Spirit. cf. de
Prin.1.iii.1: 'De subsistentia vero Spiritus sancti ne suspicionem quidem ullam habere
qui! potuit praeter eo! qui in lege et prophetis versati sunt vel eos qui se credere Christo
projitentur.'
5 God in Patristic Thought, p.249 etc.
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procession. But the subordinationism which, even here, is clearly
marked in Origen's approach, led him to distinguish the activity of the
Spirit by assigning to Him a limited sphere of action. The majority of
early Fathers would probably have been willing to say with Irenaeus'
that the Word and the Spirit are the two hands of God; with the implication that what one hand does not perform is left for the other. But
inasmuch as the activity of the Word was gradually correlated with the
whole activity of God, it became harder and harder to think of the
Spirit at all, and faith in Him became largely a matter of reaffirming
the baptismal tradition. 7 The very fact that a final distinction of
function cannot be drawn within the Godhead, which embarrassed
Justin and Irenaeus,8 is the very substance of Athanasius's case. 'There
is nothing which is not originated and actuated through the Word in
the Spirit.'e This formula, 'through the Word in the Spirit', based on
1 Corinthians 86 and 123, etc., occurs over and over again in these
letters 1o ; and Athanasius obviously attaches a more definite significance
to the prepositions than Basil does. 11 For Athanasius, the co-activity
of the Three Persons does not simply mean-as it does for Basil and
Didymus-that they work together in one activity.12 The action of
the Godhead, as he understands it, derives from the Father and is
accomplished through the agency of the Son in the Spirit. It must be

•

IV' Hrur.IV.PrIUj.4.
7 cf. Raven, Apollinarianism, p.36, on the Logos doctrine: ' ... it also appropriates
to the Second Person the work and attributes of the Third. It is the Logos, not the
Spirit, who is the Lord and Giver of life: But the writer, while criticizing the Logos
doctrine, falls a victim to its influence. The tragedy did not lie in the fact that it
acknowledged the Word to be the Giver of life, but that it so subordinated the Spirit
to the Son as to make possible that division of operation which Professor Raven's
criticism presupposes.
8 See Swete, H.S.A.C.38; Harnack, H.D.II.209 and 266. It also has this advantage, that it enables him to conserve the older traditions of the creative Logos-Sophia
which we find in Justin and Theophilus, and of the Logos Paedagogos of Clement
of Alexandria. See on 1.31(145) and 111.5(174).
9 1.31.
10 e.g. 1.9,12,24,25,30; 111.5.
11 cf. d~ Sp.S.7, on 1 Corinthians 86: 'These are the words of a writer not laying
down a rule, but carefully distinguishing the hypostases:
11 For Didymus, the treatment of 2 Corinthians 1313 in de Sp.S.16-17, may be
compared with that in Ep.1.30-1. See also the whole section on the activity of the
Spirit in de Trin.II.56~32. The same feature, in the thought of Basil, can be
recognized in his de Sp.S.37-40. By contrast, Gregory of Nyssa is thoroughly
Athanasian in such passages as adv.Mac.1317A: 'Every activity which, coming
from God, reaches the creature, originates with the Father, goes forth through the
Son, and is perfected in the Holy Spirit:
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admitted that he does not make altogether clear what he means by 'in
the Spirit'. But two statements are suggestive. Firstly, the Spirit is the /
lveeyeta of the Son 13 ; secondly, 'The th~ngs created through the ;/
Word have their vital strength out of the Spirit from the Word'.l' We
may add what he says in c. Ar. IIL1S, that the Trinity is 'sun and
radiance, and one is the light which is from the sun in the radiance'.
We must beware of reading into these statements a more precise
significance than they are well able to bear. But, taken together, they
seem to imply that Athanasius conceives of the Spirit as realizing and
giving actuality to the power of God.16 'Radiance' suggests that which
the sun diffuses; 'light' suggests that which the eye receives and which
justifies and fulfils the whole process of illumination in the enlightened
activity of the recipient. This line of thought is most easily related to
the work of the Spirit in the sanctification of the creature, and it was
probably suggested by reflection upon this theme. It is true that, for
Athanasius, the formula, 'The Son creates and the Spirit sanctifies',
is too simple. It suggests that there is a work of God from which the
Spirit is excluded. Rather, he thinks of creation and sanctification as
one single work. le Thus, in his review of the Spiri t's ministry in 1. 22-4,
he deals with His creativeness not independently but, as it were, in the
context of His sanctifying operation. This was all the easier for him
because of his doctrine of creation itself.11 God cannot create without
imparting to His creatures something of His own character; and the
continuance of His works is only secured by His presence within them.
It is true that in contra Gentes and de Incarnatione he does not relate
this to the Spirit, but only to the Son. When writing these letters,
however, he is forced to reconsider and reinterpret both creation and
'deification' in order to do justice to the work of the Spirit. So in 1.29
he insists, from Ephesians 46, that by denying the Spirit the Tropici
virtually deny the immanence of God.
In his exposition of the Spirit's work in sanctification, Athanasius
once again takes us back to the New Testament. It is true that he falls
far short of the great Pauline and Johannine doctrine. He has little to
say of the ethical fruits of the Spirit or of His witness with the spirit of
the believer. Nor is he concerned, as his contemporary, eyril of
1.20 and 30.
U -r:rtv TOV elvat wx6v (111.5).
cf. Swete, H.S.A.C.379: 'He gives actuality to the work ... and brings it to its
destined end •.. the Spirit is the Spirit of power; the vitalizer, the perfecter of the
works of God.'
18 See note on I.9(82f.).
11 cf. c.Gmtes 4l and tie Inc.4.
IVU

16
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Jerusalem, is concerned, with the illumination of the mind and conscience by the Spirjt. To His prophetic ministry he does indeed give
prominence; but it is for him a ministry exhausted in the inspiration of
Scripture. This limitation is partly due to the purpose with which he
writes. He does not set out to describe the work of the Spirit but to
establish His propriety to God. In his treatment he necessarily selects
such points as most directly bear on his main subject. But, more fundamentally, his apprehension is limited by his conception of sanctification, which is metaphysical rather than etllical. Although the term
()eonotrJ(1t~ and its cognates are not as prominent in these Epistles
as they are in c. Arianos I-Ill, the idea dominates his thought. By
sanctification he means the elevation of human nature to a state of
divine incorruption so that it is enabled, as far as its creatureliness
permits, to partake the blessedness of God. This concept did not, of
course, originate with Athanasius. Origen taught that human nature
can, in fact, be transmuted into something divine; that this has actually
happened 18 to the particular humanity assumed by our Lord, and, in a
lesser degree, happens to all believers. But whereas Origen (and, even
more pronouncedly, his predecessor, Clement) interprets this transformation, at any rate at its highest level, in terms of enlightenmenbu
Athanasius relates it more directly to the fallen condition of mankind
and our consequent loss of immortality.so The purpose of the Incarnation is not only to enlighten, but also to recreate our humanity by reuniting it with God and thus star-ing the process of death. In this insistence
18 For the relevant passages, see Harnack, H.D.II.371, note. That human nature
is, in some way, deified in all those who receive Christ with faith can be seen from
such passages as c.Celr.III.28 and de Prin.I.vi.2.
la cf. Harnack, H.D.II.374f. 'At bottom there is nothing obscure and mystical
here; the whole process takes place in the will and in the feelings through knowledge .
. • . In this view the thought of regeneration in the sense of a fundamental renewal of
the Ego has no place.' But when he attempts (in de Prin.II.vi.6) to distinguish and
to relate the fusion of the two natures in Christ and the work of God in human
nature generally, he uses the symbolism of physical processes in the same way as
Athanasius in 1.23. Moreover, as Harnack observes, the metaphysical terminology
is retained in connexion with baptism. cf. in Joh.VI.33.
:10 cf. the interesting comparison of Athanasius's doctrine with that of Clement,
in Tollinton's Clement ofAlexandria, II.21,etc., and see Robertson, Intro.lxix-lxxi.
It should be noticed that whereas for Athanasius and Irenaeus the work of grace
means the elevation of human life to an entirely new level of communion with the
divine and incorruptible, Origen starts with the assumption that immortality is an
inalienable attribute of the soul. Thus, for him: 'if man conquers ... he attains
likeness to God; the image of God he bears, beyond danger of loss, in his indestructible, rational and therefore immortal spirit' ; Harnack, ibid. p.364.
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upon arpfJa(!ata as the characteristic quality in the divine life as it is
bestowed upon men he takes up the teaching of Irenaeus.21 Beyond
Irenaeus, it may be traced back to Ignatius, and thence to the Fourth
Gospe1. 2I
Athanasius's treatment of this subject in these letters is important,
not because it modifies or enlarges the concept of sanctification found
in de Incarnatione, but because it relates it to the Holy Spirit. The very
fact that sanctification, so conceived, was an extension to 'all creation'28
of that which the Word had accomplished, by His Incarnation, Passion
and Resurrection,in His own humanity, tended to obscure and to minimize the operation of the Spirit therein as a fuller and more ethical
interpretation would not have done. This development is not a mere
expeditious device to meet a new situation. The teaching of 1.22-4 is
to be found 'in nuce' in c. Ar. 1.47, where the principal Scripture
passages he makes use of are already cited. 24 The attribution of
()eonotr}(Ju; to the Spirit in de Dec. 14 2& is also significant. Here again,
the thought of Athanasius is close to that of Irenaeus, who, more than
any other writer of the second and third centuries, lays emphasis, in
his account of sanctification, on the work of the Spirit. Nor is the
resemblance confined to the general idea. The symbols and terms under
which it is expressed and the texts from which it is established are
largely common to them both. 28 Athanasius may well be directly
lvU For references, see Harnack, ibid.24I, note 2. Theophilus (ad Aut.II.27) is
apparently the first Christian writer to identify the gift of immortality as eeO:rr,O{TJf1~.
28 E. F. Scott's criticism of the conception of 'life' in the Fourth Gospel might
have been made of Athanasius's doctrine: ' ..• John involves himself in a view that
may fairly be described as semi-physical. The true life is regarded as a kind of
higher essence inherent in the divine nature, analogous to the life principle in man,
but different in quality-spiritual instead of earthly. Ethical conceptions fall into a
secondary place. Man requires to undergo a radical change,not in heart merely, but
in the very constitution of his nature. Until he possesses bimself of the higher,
diviner essence there can be no thought of his participating in the life of God' (The
Fourth Gospel, p.258). How far the categories Athanasius uses, categories which, of
course, he inherited f~om his predecessors, adequately express his own thought, is a
matter for consideration. Certainly his doctrine of redemption, as expounded in the
de Inc., is profoundly ethical. See the discussion in Sellers, Two Ancient Christ%gits,
pp.IS-I?
28 1.23 fin. See note in loc.(124).
24 His use of 2 Peter 1, is specially noteworthy. cf. also c.Ar.I.I6, ad Adel.4, ad
Epict.6, etc. It is curiously neglected by earlier writers, and Athanasius may be said
to have fixed its significance for the soteriological doctrine of the Church.
U See note on 1.24(I25f.).
10 See especially Haer.III. xvii and xviii; V.i, vi.1, vii.I.
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indebted to his predecessor here. But, even if he borrows his materials,
he adapts them to his own use and makes them serve his conception
of the Spirit's propriety to the Son. For example, both Origen and
Irenaeus make use of the symbol of unction. For the former, it
expresses, from Psalm 448, the permeation of Christ's human soul by
the Word and Wisdom of God, so that its fragrance extends to those
that partake of Him.2? Irenaeus relates it, from Isaiah 611, to the
descent of the Spirit upon Christ: 'It is the Father who anoints, but
the Son who is anointed by the Spirit who is the unction.'28 And, as He
receives, so the Lord transmits the gift to those who partake of Himself.
Athanasius, as is clear from c. Ar. 1.46-7, also starts from Isaiah 611
and the baptism of Christ. But, from the beginning, the Spirit is the
Spirit of the Son: 'I, being the Father's Word, give to myself, when
becoming man, the Spirit.'29 That the anointing is from the Father is,
for the moment, disregarded. So in 1.23 th~ emphasis is again laid upon
Christ as the anointer; and, no less, upon the fact that the characteristic quality imparted by the Spirit is that of Christ. Here he takes up
the point Origen has made. Being anointed with the Spirit, 'we are the
fragrance of Christ'. So likewise, Irenaeus regards the Spirit as conveying to man the image of the Father and of the Son,80 or, in other words,
the similitude of God. 81 Athanasius, in speaking of the Spirit as seal
and image, limits the metaphor to His relation with the Son. Similarly,
in Irenaeus the Spirit is generally the Spirit of God, occasionally the
Spirit of the Father,82 never the Spirit of the Son. In Athanasius the
last is the most usual designation.
In all this there is, of course, no intention on the part of Athanasius
to alienate the Spirit from the Father. Perhaps it was because he felt
that what he says in 1.22, etc., is capable of such misinterpretation that
he insists explicitly in IIr.1 that 'the Holy Spirit, which is said to
belong to the Son, belongs to the Father'. The Son forms, as it were,
the link between them. It is from the Spirit's propriety to the Son that
we apprehend His procession from the Father. 33 Can we go on from
this to assert that Athanasius teaches a doctrine of double procession,
from the Son as well as from the Father, or, as the Eastern Fathers put
it, from the Father through the Son? It must be confessed that Athanasius's explicit teaching on this point is far less clear and conclusive than
Haer.II1.xviii.3.
IV c.Ar.1.46jin.
ibid.V.vi.1 ; cf. V.viii.l. 82 e.g. II1.xvii.I; V.i.I, vi.2.
88 ' ••• which is said to proceed from the Father because it is from the Word, who
is confessed to be from the Father, that it shines forth and is sent and is given' (1.20).
IV"

de Prin.II.vi.6.

80 Haer.III.xvii.3.
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Montfaucon 34 supposed it to be. It is made plain that the Spirit
proceeds from the Father. benoeeVS(1()at has already acquired a
technical meaning in this connexion. 86 His relation to the Son is set
forth by saying that He is sent or given from Him. The preposition
naea is generally preferred here. 86 Athanasius also says, from John
1614, that the Spirit receives be TOV YEoV'. A close examination
of the passages in which these and analogous expressions occur S7 suggests that, in using them, he thinks primarily, if not exclusively, in
terms of the Spirit's mission in the world. Indeed, the interpretation
given to John 2022 in IlL 1, that by breathing upon the disciples Christ
gave them the Spirit 'out of Himself', might lead us to conclude that,
even in his own thinking, he has not clearly distinguished procession
and mission. 86 On the other side, in 1.15, when he speaks clearly and
unequivocally of the Spirit's being, he confines himself to the statement
that the Spirit is 'of the Son', no preposition being used. This is the
more significant in that it follows a direct assertion of the Spirit's procession from the Father.
It is not difficult to account for Athanasius's hesitation. The notion
of a double procession was not a novelty. As we have already seen,"
both Eusebius and Marcellus approached it, the former in insisting that
the Spirit is originated by the Son, the latter by setting His procession
from the Son side by side with His procession from the Father. In each
case the conclusion finally reached was heretical. Eusebius dismissed
the whole notion of procession and refused to regard the Spirit as
anything more than one of the Y81I1'}Ta of John 13. Marcellus found
here a new argument against the drawing of any final distinction
between the Person of the Father and that of the Son. Confronted
thus with the Scylla of Arianism and the Charybdis of Sabellianism,
Athanasius might well be reluctant to pursue the subject. For his purpose it was sufficient to establish that the Spirit derives His existence from the Father as truly as the Son, and that He stands in as close
and unitive relation to the Son as the Son to the Fatherfo He might
Prolegomena, xxix, Migne, Pat.Gr.25.
35 See note on 1.2(64£.).
See note on 1.2(65).
87 See especially on 1.20(117).
38 Greek theology seems never entirely to have transcended this confusion. cf.
what Swete says of John of Damascus, H.S.A.C.284.
88 p.t9 f.
&0 Langen summarized the teaching of Athanasius on the relation of the Spirit to
the Father and the Son in four propositions:
(a) The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father;
(b) He belongs to the Son whose image He is;
Iv"
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well be content to leave to others the final correlation and adjustment
of the two statements.
This was all the easier for him because he had attained to a fuller
and more satisfying conception of the divine unity than his predecessors had known. Earlier theology found the ground of that unity in the
one Father from whom the Son and the Spirit derive their being.
Origen had conceived that derivation at once as an eternal fact and as
the first link in the chain of creation. The Lucianic tradition, as represented by Asterius, with a sharper and juster sense of the distinction
between God and His creatures, regarded the generation of the Son as
an act, beyond time indeed, but by its very nature temporal and contingent; while, at the same time, it strove to preserve the uniqueness
of the Son by insisting upon the immediacy of His generation. He is
f-lOvoyevfJr; in the sense that He is the sole direct work of the
Father.il For persons in this tradition, the question of the Spirit's Godhead resolved itself into the question of the mode of His derivation.
How is He from God? YB'vrrcav He must be, if the unity of God is
to be maintained. But any attempt to distinguish His y&e(1~ from
that of the creatures seemed to sacrifice the reality of Christ's Sonship.
Athanasius, on the other hand, starts from different premises. The
Father is, indeed, n1']y~ Oeo-c1']-Cor;. But the Godhead of which He is
the source is not something transmitted to and partaken by His Son
and His Spirit. Each person is God and Lord, and the divine unity is
maintained by the coinherence of each Person in the rest. The decisive
formula for his T rinitarian doctrine is clearly given in IlLS: ov
Y<le be-car; lan -cov Aoyov -co IIvevf-la, cUAa, lv -cep Aayq> 0'11 lv -cep
€Jeep M av-coV ea-ctV. Thus for Asterius and his Anomoean
successors the significant preposition is l", for Athanasius it is lv.
If the Spirit is fully understood to be in God, how He comes from
God is a secondary question into which we need not proceed. Indeed,
to speculate upon it is impertinent and dangerous."
Yet if we regard what is implicit, rather than what is explicit, in
these letters, we are justified in claiming that the procession of the
Spirit through the Son is a necessary corollary of his whole argument.
rv'O (continued)

(c) He has the whole divine nature of the Father through the Son, who thus far
is His source;
(d) He is in the Father through the Son.
(Quoted by Lauchert, Die Lelzre des IzI.Atlzanasius, p.64.)
U See de Du.8 and de Syn.18.
"So 1.17,18, IV.S, etc.
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If, as he argues in c. Ar. IlL3-6, the fact that the Son is in the Father
involves that the Son is from the Father,43 must it not be equally true
that the Spirit, being in the Son, must be from the Son? If it is lawful
to argue from unity of operation to unity of essence," must we not
acknowledge that He from whom the Spirit receives the things of the
Father no less bestows upon Him that divine life of which the Father
is the unique source? Must not the temporal mission rest on an eternal
relationship? By reaffirming the propriety of the Spirit to the Son,
Athanasius not only secured, at a decisive hour, the Church's faith in
the one Godhead; he fixed the line upon which its Pneumatic doctrine
was to develop."

v.

THE TEXT I

IN preparing the editio princeps, Commeliniana, Felckmann used a
collection of MSS. from Geneva, fifteenth-sixteenth centuries (b), and
the great Basle codex B (thirteenth century), which is a copy of a
recension of Athanasian corpora made by Doxopater at the beginning
of the twelfth century. The text of ad Ser. I and Il was reproduced
from the first fascicle of the Genevan collection (hI), which still bears
marks of the ruthless handling it received, with occasional emendations and variants from B and a MS. now in the British Museum
(HarIey 5579), Codex Goblerianus, a copy of the Paris MS. S. For Ep.
III and IV, which are lacking in bI, he made use of B. Montfaucon,
for the Benedictine edition, took over Felclcmann's apparatus, such as
it was, without further examination of the MSS., but constructed a
new text based on the Paris MSS., R (eleventh century) and S (twelfth
century). These two supplement each other, the first nine works in R
Seethe quotation in note on 1.21(119). 44 See on 1.14 (93f.) and 19(110ff.),etc.
Driiseke claims the credit for the development of the doctrine of the Spirit's
Person for Apollinarius. 'Aber da ist es nicht Athanasios, der hier als Bahnbrecher
und Wtg'Weiser sich tr'Weist . .. sondern Apollinarios 'Von Laodiaa.' (Zur AthanasiosFrage, in Zeitschrift fur Wissenschaftliche Thealagie, Vol.XXXVIII (1895). See also
his Apallinarias, Leipzig (1892), pp.l34-6.) But this claim chiefly rests on the
attribution to Apollinarius of ps. Basil, c.Eunamium IV and V and the first three
dialogues de Trinitate which were current under the name of Athanasius or Maximus Confessor, and the assignment of these works to the seventh decade of the fourth
century. Neither of these assumptions seems to be justified.
VI The classification of MSS. is that of H. G. Opitz in his Untersuchungen. The
following notes are no more than a summary of some of the conclusions reached in
that work, with such comments as the present writer is able to make out of his limited
acquaintance with the MSS.
I~8
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being the last in S. It is clear that the former MS. originally contained
also S 1-20. They have a similar type of text.
Both RS and B represent the work of editors who have combined
various corpora of Athanasian works to form complete editions. Thus
we can identify an 'apologia corpus', composed of historical writings,
which is contained in B 45-88 and R 10--26. By comparing B with
Opitz's 'w Group'-V(N), WLQ, etc. 2-we discover a collection of
dogmatic writings contained, to a greater or lesser extent, in all these
MSS. and found in its entirety in B 1-28. Finally, there is what Opitz
calls the 'middle corpus', the source of B 29-44. By contrast, the dogmatic section of the RS collection (S 1-29) differs considerably from
B, both in the works it contains and the order in which they are
given. With the exception of a small group, ZDN1Wl and K 52-7,
which preserves fragments of an independent Antiochene corpus, all
our MSS. can be related either to the B or RS collections, or else to
both.
Earlier critics, misled by the date of Rand S, assumed that the
Doxopater edition could be regarded as dependent on the RS collection. But Opitz has shown conclusively that this is not the case. On the
contrary that collection is itself dependent on the sources of the
Doxopater edition. It is 'the result of a ruthless redaction of Athanasian writings'. Eighteen works from the 'W collection' (B 1-28) have
been carefully edited and their text revised from a MS. ofZ type. 8 To
these have been added twelve works from the 'middle corpus', the
Quic. dix. (B 17) having been joined toad Ser. IV (B 31) to form one
work. These contents have been arranged in a 'literary' order. Thus
de Inc. rerhi Dei and de Inc. et c. Ar. immediately follow the de Inc.
itself. c. Ar. IV and ad Episc. have been put with c. Ar. I-Ill to form
the TCe'V-ra{Jl{JAo~ of antiarian works which was familiar to Photius.
Ad Ser. III and IV were taken from the 'middle corpus' and added to
I and Il. Finally, to the collection of dogmatic works thus formed
there was appended the 'apologia corpus'. Opitz thinks that this edition
was made in Constantinople between 600 and 750. The sources he
traces back farther, the 'apologia corpus' to the fifth century, and the
'W collection' to the middle of the sixth. Less satisfactory conclusions
bi is descended from Q.
Opitz establishes this from examination of the text of ad Adelphium. Ludwig
had already reached the same conclusion for that of ad Epictetum. We cannot be
sure of the contents of this Antiochene corpus, or whether it was known in its
entirety to the editors of RS.
yt
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can be reached for the 'middle corpus', but it is certainly not later than
the RS edition.
Doxopater, on the other hand, uses the same sources in good exemplars and quite mechanically. Examination of the text of ad Episc. in B
reveals no such traces of the influence of RS text as can be discovered
in U, for which a MS. ofW type has been worked over with one ofS
type. The Doxopater edition was, however, re-edited at the beginning
of the thirteenth century by a redactor who, at any rate in the
1CEV-r6.fJtfJ!.or;, introduced readings from a MS. of S type. This revised
edition is represented by the Vatopedi codex K (fourteenth century)
and the Milan codex Ambrosianus (thirteenth century). The latter
MS. is more faithful to it than the former, which is really a new
edition in itself.
In preparing this translation of the Epistles, the writer has been able
to consult 13, R, S, and A, and also L, M, N, and P. Any conclusion
based on so partial and inadequate a survey of the evidence must necessarily be tentative. No attempt has been made minutely to revise the
Benedictine text; but here and there emendations have been introduced
from BA or, more rarely, from RS where Montfaucon prefers to
follow B. A complete collation of MS. evidence would, no doubt, lead
to a far more drastic revision. In all, there are some sixty places where
the translation is based upon correction or emendation of the text as it
stands in Migne. The more important emendations are mentioned
in the notes, and many of the others can be followed from Montfaucon's apparatus.
In Ep. I and II we discover two text types, represented respectively
by RS and BALNM. In the first group, Rand S stand very close
together, and there is nothing to show that either of them approximates more nearly to the B text than the other. The literary character
of this type of text is indicated by its smoothness and amplitude; by the
quotations from the New Testament, where the text is often assimilated to the T extus Receptus; and by a few instances in which the
language of Athanasius has been modified so as to conform to later
usage--e.g. the insertion of ~al avv~O~6.CELV in 1.9, the excision of
ayev[v J~-rq> in1.21, the substitution of av(){!w1C6-r'fJ-ra for av(){!W1COV in
11.9. To these examples we may perhaps add the reading p.ovoy~r;
in S, 1.20, for yl:wrjp.a p.ovoyever;. But it is doubtful if S represents
the recension here.
In the second group, each MS. represents a separate strand ill the
tradition. They all clearly go back to a common ancestor, a MS.
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embodying a good text but very carelessly written. Omissions due to
homoioteleuton are especially noticeable. Members of the group
mostly reproduce this exemplar faithfully without attempt at correction. For the greater part of the two letters (1.1-14,30 to 11.9) B is
the best representative of the group, with A in close support. The latter
MS. shows few, if any, traces of being influenced by RS text. It has,
however, suffered fairly extensive correction, and a proportion-but
not all--of these emendations come from this direction. Collation of L
with bl shows,agreement, in 1.1-14,30 to Il.9, in fifty-seven places
against RSB. In the same sections, they are at thirty-four points
supported by A.
In 1.15-29 the relation of MSS. is very different. B is much closer
to RS and correspondingly farther from A and L. BA agree against
RS only thirty times; AL agree against BRS nearly 150 times. M,
which elsewhere is very close to B, deserts it in this section for AL at
many points; and the same holds good of N, except insofar as it is
affected by RS influence. In a number of passages, e.g. in 20, 22, 24,
there are strong suggestions in B of a conflation of the two types of
text. Though it never entirely loses its character, it is hard to resist the
conclusion that in this section B has come under the influence of the
RS recension. If Opitz is right in assuming that KA Y F are dependent
upon the Doxopater edition, then the influence must hav~ been exercised between the preparation of the edition and the copying of B; for
there are no traces of it in A. The readings of A, therefore, assume a
greater importance here; though A is never as good a representative of
the group as B in the rest of the work. In order adequately to evaluate
the tradition it will be necessary to have the evidence of other representatives, notably Wand K.
Examination of N fully bears out the conclusion of Opitz,
that in its exemplar, U, a text of B type has been modified in the
light of the RS recension. It is a mixed text. In 1.1-14, 30-33
there are seventy readings in which the influence of RS text can be
observed. In 15-29 we find N in agreement with RS against BA
only eight times; but twenty-eight times in agreement with RSB
against AL.
For III and IV our authorities are RSBP and AS. These two letters
are to be found in the 'middle corpus' of B and have not received the
attention paid by editors to the works in the 'W collection'. All our
MSS. contain the same type of text with few and unimportant variants. There is no evidence, from these letters, to show that A2 is inde-
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pendent ofS, as Opitz thinks it to be. P is very closely connected with
R. There are only five points at which their disagreement can have
any significance. B has twenty-five readings which are independent of
RS. Elsewhere, it is slightly closer to RP than to S. On the whole it is
the best representative.

TABLE OF MANUSCRIPTS
to which reference is made in the Introduction
A-CoDEX AMBROSIANUS, Milan, Bib. Amb., 464 (1.59), chart.,
cent. xiii-xiv, 490 ff. It has been badly damaged and extensively
restored. The final sections, from 431a, known as A2, were written by
the restorer of the MS. They contain the residue of the contents of S
after the works in the first part, B 1-2,4-26, have been disregarded.
From this fact, Stegmann, Die pseudoAthanasianische IJ7te Rede gegen
die Arianer, p. 32, concludes that A2 was actually taken from S. From
examination of the text, Opitz rejects this view. Ad Ser. I and Il are
numbered 9 and 10, fr. 295b-325b; III and IV, 36 and 37, ff.
485a-90a.
B-CoDEx BASILIENSIS, Basle, Universitatsbibliothek, gr. A. IlI.4,
chart., cent. xiii, 595 ff. The contents of this MS. have been sufficiently described above. Ep. I and Il are 10 and 11, fr. 170a-85b;
III and IV, 30 and 31, fr. 259a-64a.
K-CODEX VATOPEDI, Vatopedi 5-6, membr., cent. xiv. Ep. I
and Il are 9 and 10, III and IV, 35 and 36. This MS. represents a
revision of the Doxopater edition, and includes most of the contents
of B, including the Apologia corpus.
L-CoDEx BURNEIANUS, London, B.M., Burney 46, membr.,
cent. xiii. Contents: B 1-21. 282 fr. Ep. I and Il are included as nos.
10 and 11.
l\1-CODEx MARCIANUS, Venice, Bib. Marc., gr. XLIX, chart.,
cent. xiii. In two parts, the first of which contains B 1-21; the second
von der Goltz-De rirginitate, pp. 15-16--traces back to S.
Ep. I and II, nos. 10 and 11, fr. 18Sa, etc.
N-CoDEx MARCIANUS, Venice, Bib. Marc., gr. L. In two parts,
the first, ff. 1-95, chart., cent. xv, has affinities with D and Z. The
second, ff. 9~415, membr., cent. xi, is a copy of the Patmos MS. U.
For Ep. 1.1-6 it is sole representative of the group, U being lacking.
Ep. I and I I are nos. 3 and 4, fr. 112a-38b.
P-CODEX PARMENSIS, Parma, gr. 10, membr., cent. xii, 269 fr.
Very much damaged. Contains the contents ofR in disorder, with six
works missing. Ep. III and IV are nos. 4 and 5, fr. 70b-Sa.
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Q-CODEX RICCARDIANUS, Florence, Bib. Laur., gr. 4, chart.,
cent. xv, 231 ff. Contents: B 1-18. .
R-CODEX PARISINUS, Bib. Nat., gr. 474, membr., cent. xi, 457
ff. Ep. I-IV are nos. 6-9, ff. 83b-125b.
S-CODEX PARISINUS, Bib. Nat., Cois. gr. 45, membr., cent. xii,
434 ff. Ep. I-IV are nos. 26-29, ff. 387a-426a.
U-CODEX PATMIACUS, Mon. ofS. John, Patmos, A 3, membr.,
cent. xi, 304 ff. Contents: B 10-14, 16, 15, 17-20. The first part of
B 10, Ep. I, 1-6, is missing.
W-CODEX VATOPEDI, Vatopedi 7, membr., dated 1052-3. Two
vols. bound together. The first has associations with Ni etc. and
occupies ff. 1-99a. The rest contains B 1-20.

SYNOPSIS OF THE EPISTLES
EPISTLE I
1. Introduction. The Character of the new heresy.

2. Tropicism destroys the unity of the Triad and involves that the Son, as
well as the Spirit, is a creature.
3-10. Refutation of the Tropicist exegesis of Amos

I

413.

3. The Tropici appeal to the words 'createth spirit' in Amos 413.
But 'spirit' has not the article here.
4-6. The Holy Spirit is not designated in Scripture without the
article. Examples.
7-8. Various meanings of 'spirit' in Scripture. Here it refers to the
wind.
9. The Tropici reinforce their argument from the fact that the
passage also speaks of Christ. If the force of this be conceded, we
may take 'spirit' here to refer to the human spirit which is
renewed by His Incarnation.
10. The rest of the passage can be accommodated to this interpretation.
10-14. Refutation of the Tropicist exegesis of 1 Timothy

521.

The Tropici argue from the silence of Paul as to the Holy
Spirit in 1 Timothy 521 that He is to be numbered with the
creatures.
11-12. The Spirit is never called an angel in Scripture. Zechariah
19 no exception. The Spirit is always carefully distinguished
from the angels; as can be seen from Exodus 33 and other
passages.
13-14. The absence of any reference to the Spirit in 1 Timothy 521
justified and paralleled. True explanation of the passage.
15-21. Refutation of the argument that the Spirit,
must be a son.

if not a creature,

15. The argument stated. Athanasius shows its absurdity by
applying it to the Father.
50
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16. Generation in God is not as it is in man. Both Father and Son
are umque.
17. We know that the Spirit is one with God in the Triad and that
He is not a creature. Further speculation is futile and impertinent.
18. We do not understand the universe, let alone God.
1~20.

The Scriptural illustrations of fountain and stream, light
and radiance, show us that the Spirit is active in every activity
of the Son. That the Son is in the Spirit as the Father is in the
Son proved from Scripture.

21. Therefore, if the Spirit is a creature, the Son must be a
creature also.
22-27. Prooffrom Scripture that the Spirit pertains to the Son, and has
no likeness to the creatures.

22. He is from God; they are from nothing.
He is Spirit of holiness and renewal; they are sanctified and
renewed.
23. He bestows life; they receive it.
He is unction and seal; they are sealed and anointed.
24. In Him we partake of God; He is creator; and the Image of
the Son.
25. Though not a son, He is none the less in God and from God.
26. The Spirit is incapable of change and alteration; the creatures
change.
He is omnipresent; they are circumscribed.
27. He is partaken; they partake.
He is one; they are many.
28-31. Appeal to the tradition and life of the Church.

28. The Church confesses God to be indivisible and co-active
Triad.
29-30. By asserting that God is not Triad but dyad, the Tropici
confess the creature with the Creator, and thus invalidate their
own baptism.
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30-31. Proof of the unity of the divine activity from the Apostolic
Benediction. Other passages of Scripture, notably illustrating
the unity of the Spirit and the Word in the inspiration of
prophecy, and in the Incarnation.
32-33. Conclusion. Exposition of John 421, etc.
EPISTLE !I-I!I

Il. 1-9. Against the doctrine that the Son is a creature.
1. Introduction. Athanasius promises to abridge the first letter.
The scepticism of the Arians.
2. That God is fountain, light, and Father involves that His Son
is coeternal and coequal. Proofs of this from Scripture.
3-4. Unity of essence involves likeness and identity of nature.
Can this be discovered between the creatures and the Son?
Relevant illustrations.
5. Having no likeness to the creatures but possessing all the
qualities of the Father, the Son was confessed at Nicaea to be
one in essence with Him.
6. The fact that God is Father implies that the Son is coessential.
7-8. Discussion of Proverbs 822.
9. Discussion of Mark 1332. Conclusion.

Ill. 1-7. Against the doctrine that the Spirit is a creature.
1. Why Athanasius has begun his abridgement by writing against
the Arians. We must derive our knowledge of the Spirit from
our knowledge of the Son. He is proper to the Son as the Son
to the Father. Thus He is proper also to the Father.
2-4. Considerations which show that the Son is not a creature
show the same of the Spirit. He comes from God; He is unction
and seal; one, not many; omnipresent; creator.
5-6. The indivisibility of Son and Spirit shown from their coactivity in the inspiration of prophecy and in the Incarnation.
This is the faith of the Church which is rooted and grounded in
the Triad.
7. If God is Triad, then the Spirit is eternal. If the Spirit is a
creature, then God is a dyad expanding into a triad; and thus
His existence is contingent. Therefore God is eternally Triad.
Conclusion.
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EPISTLE IV
1. The obstinacy of the Tropici in insisting that if the Spirit is not a
creature, He must be son either to the Father or to the Son.
2. Athanasius retorts their question upon them. Is the Spirit a
son? If so, why is Scripture silent? If not, why is He said to be
from God?
3-4. Similar questions to expose the impertinence of such speculation.
We must keep to what Scripture says. The Son is Son and the
Spirit, Spirit.
5. Yet they are not to be divided. Nor may we invert the names,
for that would be Sabellianism.
6. To rely on the analogy of human generation is to be led bac'L to
paganism. Men do not beget as God begets.
7. Conclusion.
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EPISTLE ONE

A LETTER OF ATHANASIUS TO BISHOP
SERAPION CONCERNING THE
HOLY SPIRITl
1. YOUR SACRED Kindness's' letter was delivered to me in
the desert.s Though the persecution directed against us
was indeed bitter, and a great search made by those who
sought to slay us, yet 'the Father of mercies and God of all
P critle: The reading of RS, l:aean[cova, is to be preferred to the l:eean[cova
of BA, etc. The form l:aean[cov is read in the title to de Morte Ar. and in
Sozomen, H.E.IV.9. In ad Drac.7 there is again a divergence of reading, but
elsewhere in Athanasius l:aean[cov is uniformly found: Vit.Ant.82, 91 ('penes
omnes MSS.', Montfaucon) of our Serapion; and of others, Apol.c.Arian.50
(twice), 73, 75, Hist.Arian.71. Moreover in the title to Eps.III and IV almost
all MSS. concur in this reading. cf. also Socrates, H.E.IV.23, 6 Tfie; e/-,ovi1:Wv
6xxATJf1lae; clYi'eAoe; l:aeanlcov, and III.7, VIA and 11. This conclusion is confumed by examination of the Indices to the volumes of Greek Papyri published by Grenfell and Hunt. l:aean[cov is there the dominant form. The same
variation is to be found in the Vatopedi and Geneva MSS. of Serapion's own
work, adv.Manichaeos. For Serapion's life, see D.C.B.IV.613. Almost all we
know about him is derived from scattered references in Athanasius's writings.
In his earlier days a monk (ad Drac.7), he enjoyed the friendship of Antony
(Vit.Ant.82, 91). Athanasius consecrated him bishop of Thmuis, probably
soon after his return from the first exile, in 337. (See Robertson, p.564, note
1.) On the importance of Thmuis, see Ammianus Marcellinus xxii.I6, who
classes it with Oxyrhynchus, Memphis, and Athribis, the largest towns in
Egypt after Alexandria. In 353 (Sozomen, H.E.IV.9, Hist.Aceph.3, Fest.Ind.
xxv), Athanasius sent him to negotiate with Constantius. The date of his
death has already been discussed, Intro.II (16).
2 sacred Kindness: 'tuae charitatis', Montfaucon. cf. the rendering in the
Syriac version of Severus of Antioch, c.Imp.Gramm.I68B (Opitz, p.I73).
ouf8eO'~ is similarly used as a title, de Dec.2 and de Sent.Dion.1. See also John
of Antioch, Ep.I.2, and Synesius, Ep.xcviii. This use of abstract nouns as titles
of courtesy is common in Athanasius and his contemporaries. cf. oO'WTlIe; infra
and ad Lucif.I, wM.peta infra IV.I, ad Ruf., de Mor.Ar.l, etc. It is found in
great variety of expression in Basil. cf. especially his use of dy~, e.g. Ep.Ixxxi,
xc, c, etc. From this reference to Serapion, as well as from the character of
the correspondence as a whole, we are compelled to conclude that Serapion
was at this time living in Egypt and had ready means of communication with
the orthodox clergy there. We have already noticed that by the time of the
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comfort" used even this to comfort us. As I remembered
your Kindness and all my friends, I imagined that you were
with me at that moment. I was indeed very glad to have your
letter. But when I read it, I began again to be despondent
because of those who once before set themselves 5 to make
warS against the truth. You write, beloved and truly longed
for,' yourself also in distress, that certain persons, having
forsaken the Arians on account of their blasphemy against
the Son of God, yet oppose the Holy Spirit, saying that He
12 (continued)

Council of Seleucia he had been put out of his see. But Athanasius never
mentions him as a victim of the Arian persecution, and it is probable that,
although he lost his office, he contrived to escape exile or imprisonment. His
deprivation woUld be suffic' !nt to account for Jerome's statement (de Pir.
Ill.99): 'Jub COlutantio principe etia11l in con/euione inclytuJ fuit.' That a similar fate favoured many of the Egyptian bishops may be supposed from Apol.
ad ConJt.27, where it is said that ninety of them came under the persecution ;
whereas the lists of those banished (HiJt.Arian.72 and de Fug.7) total only
twenty-six.
.
3 in the duert: cf. Bright, D.C.B.I.194: 'As Athanasius appears to have
made secret visits to Alexandria, he probably spent some time among the
recluses of lower Egypt, in the Nitrean mountain, or in the "wilderness of
cells" farther inland, or in the yet remoter Scetis, but he also doubtless visited
... the pathless solitudes which surround upper Egypt, and the monasteries
and hermitages of the Thebaid.' It is impossible to track his movements, but
the renewed activity of his enemies and the receipt of this letter suggest
Nitria or the lower Thebaid, where he would enjoy the protection of the
wilderness without being entirely cut off from Alexandria.
, 2 Corinthians Is.
6 who once before set the11lJelfJu: 'qui contra veritate11l pugnare Jemel in animum
induxerunt,' Montfaucon. But the Latin perfect scarcely does justice to the

aorist, lbr:a~ 1'ei.~~aavt'E~ . Athanasius grieved for them once before when
they joined the Arians. Now they are causing him fresh distress. Or possibly it
should be translated: 'Who once and for all set themselves'; i.e. in spite of
their renunciation of the Arians, their disposition toward heresy persists. For
examples of I'EAEl'aW conveying the notion of purpose or intention, cf.
c.Ar.LlI and de Sent.Dion.l, where it is suggested by the LXX of Psalm 21.
e to make war: cf. de Sent.Dion.24, where he speaks of the Arians as being
prompted by TO neo.; Tl}v dA?jOEUZll I';;ao~, and the general use of such terms
as (Jeol'axot, xeLG't'Ol'aXot, etc., in the anti-Arian works. For examples in other
Fathers, see Newman's note on de Dec.3.
7 beloved and truly longed tor: This elaborate form of address occurs also,
ad Max. (tit.), ad A",t. (init.), ad Adelph .2. See also ad Rut.I, ad L1tcif.II
(init.), and Ep.Enc.7.
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is not only a creature, 8 but actually one of the ministering
spirits, and differs from the angels only in degree. In this
they pretend to be fighting against the Arians; in reality
they are controverting the holy faith. For as the Arians in
denying the Son deny also the Father,9 so also these men in
speaking evil of the Holy Spirit speak evil also of the Son.
The two parties 10 have divided between them the offensive
against the truth; so that, with the one opposing the Son and
the other the Spirit, they both maintain the same blasphemy
against the holy Triad. As I regarded these things and
reflected deeply upon them, I grew despondent because the
devil had got another chance to make game of those who are
acting his fo11y11; and I had decided to keep silence 12 at this
18 not only a creature: The offence of the Tropici in the eyes of Athanasius
is twofold: firstly, that they call the Spirit a creature, and secondly, that they
distinguish Him from the angels in rank only and not in nature. We may
compare Basil, Ep.cv: oElli =lap.a Uyone, fj TOV YlOv fj TO IlveVp.a, fj OAW,
aUra e~ TTrv AetToveyt"~V "alllovAt"Trv "aTdyovu, Td~w (see also Ep.cxxv.3,
cxl.fin., and de Sp.S.25); and the terms in which Sozomen, H.E.IV.27,
describes the doctrine of Macedonius, lJtd"ovov "al v:rr.IJeiTTJV "aAwv "al
oCla :rr.eel TWV Oelwv dyyiJ.wv Uywv
mi" av al-'cleTot. But the 'Macedonians,' while admitting that the Spirit is v:rr.IJee.'I]' (c.Mac.1.17), were at pains
to deny that He is an angel. cf. Dial.de 'hin.HU9 and Didymus, de 'Trin.n.
576B etc. From Basil (de Sp.S.51) we learn that Eustathius and his associates
tried to draw a similar distinction. But the Tropici apparently employed no
such refinements, but without equivocation called Him an angel. cf. infra,
10(81-8) and 26(132). Athanasius found this even more outrageous than the
fundamental error itself, though Didymus and Basil are .quick to point out
that it must inevitably follow from it. See further infra on 11(88).
g deny also the Father: By denying the eternity of the Son they necessarily
deny the eternal Fatherhood of God. So Arius explicitly in the 'Thalia, c.Ar.
1.5, mi" del cS eeo, IlaT~e ?]V. Athanasius develops this criticism, ibid. 14.
Arianism involves that the essence of God is incomplete, since something
external must accrue to Him. Moreover, by denying the eternity of the Word
it imputes to God dJ.oyla, and thus makes Him less than personal. cf. infra
on H.2(152).
10 two parties: cf. infra 10 (85). Throughout this letter Athanasius insists
that the position of the Tropici is fundamentally identical with that of the
Arians. See also infra 17 (105-6), 21 (119), 29 (131). So Gregory N azianzen,Orat.
xxxi.l, likens the Arians and Pneumatomachi to a river which divides and
meets again; and Didymus conjoins them as ~ aUOeto, bvd" de 'Trill.n.619c.
11 acting his folly: the metaphor is common in Athanasius. cf. Ep.Enc.6,
Apol.17, 46, 71, etc.
11 to keep silence: and so again 15(98), II.I (151), and IV. 1(119). We find this
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juncture. But because of your Holiness's entreaty, and on
account of the spirit of innovation 13 and the diabolical
impetuosity14 displayed by these people, I write this letter in
brief,16 though I am scarce able 16 to do this much; only that
you, making these facts your excuse, may supply what it
lacks in the light of your own understanding, and the
argument against this unholy heresy may be complete.
2. To the Arians 1 indeed this way of thinking is not
strange. Having once denied the Word of God, they naturally say the same evil things against his Spirit. Therefore it
is not necessary to say anything more in reply to them; what
has previously 2 been said against them is sufficient. But it
Jl2 (continued)

same distaste for controversy expressed, ad Mon.LI, etc., ad Max.I, de Dec.2.
It was not uncommon for ecclesiastical writers to confess reluctance of this
kind. cf. Irenaeus, Haer.Pref., Basil, de Sp.S.79, Didymus, de Sp.S.l. But this
surely is no mere literary convention here. Besides the natural discouragement
of which he speaks, caused by this recrudescence of heresy and the stress of
the peril in which he stood, there was the difficulty of securing the necessary
detachment for writing on such a subject. There was, besides, the danger,
vividly expressed in de Morte Ar.5, of documents falling into the wrong hands
and, either through malice or incompetence, being misinterpreted and falsified.
18 spirit of innovation: cf. c.Ar.Ill.22, 1) dUo<5o~ta -rwv X(!urro~6.XQ)v, and
Dio Cassius, 79.5, xa(jT}ye",clJv dUo<'lo~[a~, 'leader of a revolutionary spirit'.
The 'pravam opinionem' of Montfaucon scarcely does justice.
U impetuosity: A favourite term of abuse with Athanasius. cf. de Fug.I3,
(.Ar .L6, IIL44, 63. It conveys an imputation of shamelessness, stubbornness,
immoderation, and lack of judgement.
15 in brief: The letter is not intended primarily for publication, but to
furnish materials for a more careful and comprehensive refutation of the
Tropici. In this it resembles ad Max. (cf. ibid.5), and differs from c.Ad-Ill.
Similar ad hoc communications are mentioned, ad Mon.I.2 and de Morte Ar.5.
le scarce able: For the strain of self-depreciation cf. Quic.dix.I init., ad
Epict.I2.
21 'Io the Arians: See Intro.IIl (19). It is not certain at what date they
explicitly asserted that the Spirit is a creature. But it is noteworthy that
Athanasius takes such an assertion for granted. In IV.5 he attributes it to 'the
Eunomii, Eudoxii, and Eusebii', and it is possible to conclude from this that
he himself traced the Arian doctrine back to Eusebius of Ca:sarea, whose
statements in the Ecclesiastica 'Iheologia III give colour to such a view. (The
Ecc.'Iheol. was written soon after 336.) But it is possible that Athanasius is
referring to Acacius, who was very active about the time of these letters,
and who is clearly intended in IV.7.
J previously: May refer to c.Ar.I-IlI, as Montfaucon takes it; or, more

62

THE LETTERS OF ST. ATHANASIUS

is right3 that, in some way 4 (as they themselves would say!)
we should make a careful reply to those who have been
deceived about the Spirit. We might well wonder at their
folly, inasmuch as they will not have the Son of God to be a
creature-indeed, their views on this are quite sound!
How then have they endured so much as to hear the Spirit
of the Son 5 called a creature? Because of the oneness of the
Word with the Father,6 they will not have the Son belong to
things originated, but rightly regard him as Creator of
things that are made. Why then do they say that the Holy
Spirit is a creature, who has the same oneness with the Son
as the Son with the Father? Why have they not understood
that, just as by not dividing the Son from the Father they
ensure that God is one, 7 so by dividing the Spirit from the
22 (continued)
probably, to the whole corpus of Athanasius's anti-Arian writings, which by
this time was substantially complete.
3 But it is right: The author of de <J:rin.et Sp.S. has copied this in the opening of his work.
4 in some way: Playing upon the double meaning of _e6:n:o,. Athanasius does
not, of course, mean that he will reproduce the exegesis of the Tropici. cf.
intra 3 (66): 'In what _e6:n:o, did you fall into such error ?'
5 the Spirit ot the Son: No doubt suggested by the argument here, but the
phrase is none the less characteristic of the whole treatment of the subject
by Athanasius. He associated the Spirit primarily with the Son, and it is
through the Son and in the Son that he apprehends His unity with the
Father. cf. the important passage infra 20 (116ff.), and again in IIU (170),and
the discussion, Intro.IV (34ff.).
• Because of the oneneJS of the Word . .. : The following sentences really form
an introduction to the later sections of the Epistle, 19-31 (108ft), in which
Athanasius develops the doctrine of the Spirit, but from which they are
separated by the long exegesis of Amos 413 and 1 Timothy 521. The three
main points of Athanasius's argument are sufficiently indicated here. Firstly,
the Spirit has with the Son the same unity as the Son with the Father. The
two relationships are not identical, for the Spirit is not the Son's son (infra
I5-I6.95ft.), but they are of the same kind. The Spirit is in the Son as the
Son is in the Father (I9.109ff.). Secondly, and following from this, the divinity
of the Spirit is a necessary inference from that of the Son, and every argument
for the creaturehood of the Spirit is a fortiori an argument that the Son is a
creature (21.118-19, etc.). Thirdly, since Scripture and tradition declare the
Godhead to exist in Trinity, to say that the Spirit is a creature is fatally to
impair the unity and perfection of God and to render void the means of
grace (28-31.133ft.).
7 that God is one: This assertion of the unity of God follows the doctrine

EPISTLE ONE

63

Word they no longer ensure that the Godhead in the Triad
is one, for they tear it asunder, 8 and mix with it 9 a nature
foreign to it and of a different kind, and put it.on a level 10
with the creatures? On this showing, once again the Triad
is no longer one but is compounded of two differing natures;
for the Spirit, as they have imagined, is essentially different.
What doctrine of God 11 is this, which compounds him out of
creator and creature? Either he is not a Triad, but a dyad,12
27 (continued)

of Athanasius in his earlier works. cf. c.Ar.I.17 and the discussion of John 14,
ibid.III.l-6; and, above all, de Dec.20, the importance of which passage is
well shown by Prestige, G.P.'T.2l4. But far greater prominence is assigned to
it in the argument here than elsewhere. This is no doubt partly due to the
fact that all three Persons come now clearly within the scope of the argument.
But it is also due to the character of the heresy he is now opposing. The
Atians and Eunomians started from the strict numerical unity of God; even
though the conclusions they reached invalidated their premise (see intra on
29.137). The Tropici, by acknowledging that the Son is not a creature, make
their starting point His essential equality with the Father. But this involves
them in the admission of a unit y within God which is capable of sustaining
within itself real distinctions of person. Yet when they come to the actual
distinctions, they limit themselves arbitrarily and stop short in the middle of
a Trinitarian confession. That they confess so much is a ground of objection
against them that they do not confess more. The Athanasians found their
problem in the unity of God. The Atians found theirs in the relationship of
the three Persons. The Tropici had to face both problems at the same time.
8 tear it asunder: cf. c.Ar.LI8 init., de Dec.26, Basil, de Sp.S.25, etc. Notice
the threefold aggravation of the error as Athanasius describes it. The Tropici
destroy the unity of the Godhead by rending it asunder; its simplicity by
making it a compound; and its unique dignity by ranking a creature with it.
e mix with it: From this it must follow that the divine cpUC1I, is av;'u£tI'WrJ
and aVJIOso6" and hence capable of analysis and even of partition. See the full
statement, de Dec.22 init., c.Ar.n.38, de Syn.34.
10 on a level: so also intra 10(87): 'By reducing the Spirit to the level of the
angels, they are ranking the angels with the Triad.'
11 What doctrine ot God: This passage is adapted from c.Ar.I.17. See also
ibid.I.8.
12 not a 'Triad, but a dyad: The consequences for faith which follow from
this supposition are described at length, intra 29(137f.). cf. also III.7(177). But
whereas here he simply confronts the Tropici with the dilemma that God
is either Triad or dyad, in this last passage he charges them with believing
in a dyad that develops iu I'soa{JoJ.ij, uai n(!ouonij, into a triad; just as in the
passage, c.Ar.I.17, just referred to, he charges the Atians with believing in
a monad which becomes a triad. There is a striking, if superficial, resemblance
between the notion Athanasius imputes to the Tropici and Atians and the
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with the creature left over. Or, if he be Triad-as indeed he
is I-then how do they class the Spirit who belongs to the
Triad with the creatures which come after the Triad? For
this, once more, is to divide and dissolve the Triad. Therefore, while thinking falsely of the Holy Spirit, they do not
think truly even of the Son. For if they thought correctly of
the Word, they would think soundly of the Spirit also, who
proceeds from the Father,t3 and, belonging to the Son,u
212

(continued)

Sabellian doctrine set out for criticism in c.Ar.IV.13. But whereas the Arians'
triad is developed by increment from without, the Sabellian doctrine is of
a God who expands by a process of evolution from within.
18 proceeds from the Father: Particular significance was, apparently, first
attached to the use of bmo(!weG(}a£ in John 1526 by Clement of Alexandria.
See the fragment quoted by Swete, 'On the History of the Doctrine of the Procession', p. 60, in which occur the words cl bmo(!wGewr; TOV aytov IIVWl-'aTor;.
The context suggests that, in speaking of the Spirit's bm6(!evGtr;, Clement did
not distinguish between His procession from the essence of the Father and
His mission at Pentecost. Origen does use the term, according to Rufinus's
translation, in a way suggesting a distinctive formula (de Prin.I.ii.13). But
elsewhere he uses lxno(!weG(}a£ of the Son (e.g. ibid.7). Examples of its use are
rare in subsequent writers before Athanasius, but the persistence of these
two confusions is well illustrated in Eusebius, Ecc.'Iheol.III.4. Eusebius here
quotes a passage from Marcellus in which the latter argues from John 1614
and 2!m that the Spirit came forth (1l(!oijA(}e) out of the Word no less than
He proceeds (lxno(!evliTat) out of the Father, and hence concludes that the
Father and the Word are one. Eusebius resists this conclusion by refusing to
refer John 1526 to anything more than the Spirit'S descent at the baptism and
upon prophets and apostles. No doubt Asterius, who, as we learn from Marcell us, also took cognizance of the term, understood it in the same way as
Eusebius. It would appear from this that the meaning of bmo(!ww(}at had
been a matter of debate more than twenty years before this letter was written.
On the other hand it is plain, from Marcellus no less than from Eusebius, that
the word was not yet exclusively appropriated to the Spirit, for both freely
use it of the Son. Athanasius seems to hold a position midway between this
and that of later writers with whom bmO(!W6a(}at and its cognates are invariably used as technical terms. There can be no doubt that in these letters he
understands it not only of the Spirit's ministry but of His essential life. cf.
infra 15 i1lit.(96-7). No doubt the interesting phrase, bmo(!evl-'a TOV IIaT(!6r; in
Exp.Fid.4 is to be understood in the same way; though the subsequent words,
lv Tair; Xe(!Gl TOV 1liI-'1lOVTOr; IIaT(!Or; xal TOV tpi(!ovror; Ylov, might seem to
restrict the reference to the Spirit's mission. But the fact that they are also to
be found in Dionysius of Alexandria (ap. de Sent.Dion.17) suggests that the
whole phrase may be a liturgical formula. Nor does Athanasius use lxno(!W6aOa£ in any sense whatever of the Son. On the other hand, we do not
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is from him given to the disciples and all who believe in him.
Nor, erring thus, do they so much as keep sound their faith
in the Father.15 For those who 'resist the Spirit', as the great
martyr Stephen said, deny also the Son.16 But those who
deny the Son have not the Father.l ?
3. Where then do you fi1).d excuse for such audacity, so
that you do not fear that which was spoken by the Lord,
'Whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit hath
no forgiveness, neither in this present age nor in the age to
come'l ? The Arians, having misunderstood the incarnate
presence 2 of the Word and the things which were said in
213 (continued)

find the term bm6ewatr; in his writings. He does not contrast bmoewea8at,
used of the Spirit, with yevvi'ia8at, used of the Son; though such a contrast
would have been useful to him in the argument of 15-19. He always argues
from the terms Son and Spirit. Athanasius here follows the text of John 1518
in using the preposition naed. Later on (e.g. in 15, 20, etc.) he prefers be,
possibly under the influence of those phrases in the Nicene Creed which
speak of the Son as YllWTJ8ma be Toil IIa-re6r; and as 8eov be 8eoiJ. Scriptural
authority could be found for it in 1 Corinthians 212.
14 belonging to the Son: Accords with Athanasius's teaching elsewhere in these
letters on the relation of the Spirit to the Son. The Spirit derives His existence
from the Father and receives His mission from the Son; and the former
relationship is manifested in and apprehended from the latter. See intra on
20(117). The preposition here again is naed. Athanasius does say l" Toil YCOV of
the Spirit, but only in passages where it is suggested by John 1614, as in cAr.
IIL25 and intra 11 fin.(S9), 20(11S), IV.l(IS0). The Spirit's relation to the
Father is very clearly contrasted with His relation to the Son, intra 15 init.
(97), el ... l " Toil IIaTeOr; l"noeevllTat .. . el5e Toil Yloil EaTtv . .. .
16 their faith in the Father: cf. infra 22(121) and 111.2(171), Basil, deSp.S. 27,
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.x:xxi.12, and Gregory of Nyssa,. adv.Mac.20.
18 Acts 761-2.
17 1 John 223.
31 Whosoever shall blaspheme . .. : Mark 329; Matthew 1232. So again, infra
33(149} and Ill. 7(178), he applies this saying to the Tropici. But contrast Quic.
dix.8, etc., where the words 'Holy Spirit' therein are understood of our Lord's
divine nature, and it is interpreted in an anti-Arian sense.
2 having misunderstood the incarnate presence: i.e. the limitations and affections of our Lord's human life, the na8rJ/.ta-ra, some of which he sets forth intra
in 11.8(165), where see note. These manifestations of weakness gave a certain
plausibility to the Arians in their contention that He could not be true God.
cf. Quic.dix.8: 'When therefore men, regarding his human attributes, see the
Lord athirst or weary or suffering and foolishly say of the Saviour such things
as they would only say of a man, great is their sin; but none the less, upon a
speedy repentance, they can receive forgiveness, for they have an excuse in
S.A·-5
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consequence thereof, took from them an excuse for their
heresy and were condemned as enemies of God and as
speaking things which are in truth idle and earthly.s But
whence were you deceived? From whom did you hear' such
error? In what way did you fall into it? 'We read', they say,
'in the prophet Amos, 5 where God says 6: "I am he that
32 (continued)

the weakness of his body.' We must not read into the words here a reference
to the peculiar Christology of the Anomoeans, and possibly of Arius himself,
that in Christ the divine Logos took the place of a human rational soul. See
Robertson, Intro.xxviii, note 2, and Gwatkin, S.A.25, note 5. In his earlier
works, Athanasius never attributes such an opinion to Arius. It is not mentioned in the summary of his teaching, c.Ar.L3. In IIL32-5 he answers it
without clearly associating it with the Arians, and in the passage from Quic.
dix.8 he goes on to speak of those who deny that the Word was made flesh,
without suggesting that he has any particular school of heresy in mind. It is,
moreover, noteworthy that in ad Adelph.1 (dated 369 by Montfaucon, but
it may have been earlier), where he definitely charges the Arians with denying
our Lord's Manhood, he calls it a new blasphemy. These considerations go
far to support R. V. Sellers when he suggests that the doctrine of Eunomius
has been read back into the mind of Arius and his contemporaries ('Iwo
Ancient Christologies, page 32, note 3). The only contemporary evidence
seems to be a hypothetical allusion in a fragment of Eustathius of Antioch,
which is curiously paralleled in c.Ar.IL8. The truth was that whether they
denied its reality or no, the Arians, by attributing human passions and affections to the Logos, removed the necessity for any incarnation which was
more than the mere assumption of a body. Even if they did not appreciate
the point themselves, it can hardly have escaped their opponents.
I idle and earthly: John 331. So also de Dec.9 fin. cf. ibid.1, and ad Alr.6.
I From whom did you hear: d"ovetv here has an almost technical sense, 'to
hear from a recognized authority'. So c.Ar.I.8: 'Who ever heard such doctrine? Whence or from whom ... did they hear it 1 Who, when they were
under catechizing, spoke thus to them l' cf. inlra IV.5(186), de Dec.13, and
c.Ar.IL34. So, too, de 'Irin.et Sp.S.1, 'ubi in auctoritate legisti creaturam
Spiritum sanctum?', the Epistle of Alexander, in Socrates, H.E.L6, and the
epigrammatic phrase in ps.Athanasius, c.Apoll.L22: d i" TWV l~[(J)'II ).a).Wv
tpev~o, J.aAei.
6 in the prophet Amos: The interpretation of Amos 418 was hotly debated
in the earlier stages of the Pneumatomachist controversy, and almost every
writer on the Catholic side refers to it. Apart from this passage, we have no
less than ten exegeses of the text. These are to be found in: Basil, adfl.Eun.
IIL7; Epiphanius, Haer.lxxiv.S; Didymus, de Sp.S.14-15 and de 'Irin.IIL951;
Ambrose, de Sp.S.II.4S; Gregory of Nyssa, de Fide, fin.; ps.Athanasius, de
'Irin.et Sp.S.20, Disp.c.Ar.40, Dial.de 'Irin.IIL26; Cyril of Alexandria, Dial.
de 'Irin.VII.ll0S. In fact, the text takes a place analogous to that held by
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establisheth thunder and createth spirit and declareth unto
men his Christ, that maketh dawn and mist, that ascendeth
unto the high places of the earth. The Lord God omnipotent
is his name".? Hence we believed the Arians when they said
that the Holy Spirit is a creature.' So you read the passage
in Amos. But that which is spoken in Proverbs, 'The Lord
created me as a beginning of his ways for his works'8-did
you not read that? Or did you read it ? You explain 9 this
passage in accordance with the truth, so that you do not call
the Word a creature. But the passage in the prophet you do
not explain. Simply hearing the word 'spirit', you supposed
that the Holy Spirit is called a creature. Although in Proverbs it is clearly Wisdom who says' created', yet you do well
35 (continued)

Proverbs 82:1 in the Arian controversy. From its appearance in the adfJ.Eun.
of Basil, it must have been urged by the Anomoeans, but we find it expounded
already by Eusebius (Ecc.'lheol.I1I.2) in a discussion of Proverbs 82:1. Eusebius
takes 'JtVwp.a of the Holy Spirit, but interprets mlCwv as ua:ranep.nw'V T}
ua:ra:raaaw'V. For 'God did not create the Spirit at that time when He through
Him declared His Christ to all men'. The Tropici took it up and the Pneumatomachi of Pontus after them. The argument is that because the passage
makes mention of Christ, n'Vw/Ja must refer to the Holy Spirit. But even so, it
proved a brittle weapon, and later Macedonian writers probably used it little.
Gregory of Nyssa does indeed discuss it briefly, but not in his work against
the Macedonians. It is not referred to in ps.Athanasius, Dial.c.Mae.I. In
Dial.de 'l1'in.I1I.26 it is actually cited, not by the Macedonian, but by the
orthodox, who uses it to prove that the Spirit is creator. Athanasius's exposition was very largely used by his successors. No other treatment of the passage
approaches his in length and elaboration; and, apart from noticing the tense
of uTlCw'V (Didymus, Basil, Ambrose, Disp.e ....1.1'.), others add very little to the
points he makes. It should be noticed that Didymus gives two expositions,
of which the later, in de 'lrin.1I1, shows a greater dependence on the work:
of Athanasius.
8 where God says: A point which acquired great importance later in the
controversy. Didymus, de 'lrin.I1I, loe.eit., contends that these words must
be spoken EU neoaoJ1T,OV aylov 'JtVWP.a:r01;. who, a fortiori, cannot be the spirit
referred to. He charges his opponents with excising Mw eyw from the text in
order to make the prophet the speaker, and so avoid the conclusion that the
Spirit is creator. cf. Dial.de 'lrin'!I1.26.
1 Amos 418.
8 Proverbs 82:1.
9 explain: emphatic. They realized that the text required interpretation
if its proper sense was to be apprehended. cf. e....1.r.1I.62, on Colossians 110:

et P.B'V oVv p.O'VoYt'V~1; eaTt'V, Wam:e oVv uat lan'V,

eeW1'VtviaOw TO 'newT6TOU01;'.
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enough. You explain the text so as not to put the Artificer
Wisdom among the creatures. But the text in the prophet
gives no indication of the Holy Spirit; it only speaks of
spirit. Why then, although there is in Scripture a great
difference in the use of the word 'spirit', and although the
text can properly be interpreted 10 in an orthodox sense, do
you-either out of love of contention or because you have
been poisoned by the Arian serpent's 11 sting-suppose that
it is the Holy Spirit who is referred to in Amos? Only that
you may not forget to regard him as a creature!
4. Tell us, then, is there any passage in the divine Scripture where the Holy Spirit is found simply referred to as
'spirit' without the addition of 'of God', or 'of the Father',
or 'my', or 'of Christ' himself, and 'of the Son', or 'from
me' (that is, from God), or with the article so that he is
called not simply 'spirit' but 'the Spirit', or the very term
'Holy Spirit' or 'Paraclete' or 'of Truth' (that is, of the Son
who says, 'I am the Truth'),l-that, just because you heard
the word 'spirit', you take it to be the Holy Spirit? Leave out
of account 2 for the moment cases in which people who have
310 can properly be interpreted . .. : cf. c.Ar.II.44. Athanasius is not merely
concerned to ask, What is the most simple and natural interpretation of this
passage? But, Can it be interpreted in conformity with the tradition of faith?
Thus in 7 and 9 he puts out two different exegeses. For his own part, he is
satisfied with the first, but he is prepared, in answer to the objections of his
opponents, to offer a second, 'tropical', interpretation, if it will reconcile
them to belief in the Spirit's Godhead. He is in the position of counsel urging
a series of pleas, not particularly concerned which of them is accepted, provided he wins his case.
11 serpent: a favourite figure with Athanasius. He elaborates it, c.Ar.I.1, 7,
etc.
4 1 John 14e.
I Leave out of account: cf. de Dtc.24 and c.Ar.II.20. The construction here
is curiously compressed, and the association of two clauses, the one referring
to characters in the Scriptures and the other to readers of the Scriptures, is
awkward and unhappy. The sense, however, is clear from the examples that
follow and from the corresponding passages in Didymus, de Sp.S.15 and de
1'rin.III.953A. Here is the latter passage, which appears to be almost a transcript of the former: (mavtw~ yd!? TO aywv II'IIeiJp.a TOV etoV lilXa TOV
l1VVr1.nTtufJat av-rcp TO "l1ytO'II", fi TO "TOV eeoiJ", fi TO lie8eO'll, 7j Tirr p.tTOXYrv
av-roV, c:b~ ijvl'Xa YealPt£ "IIveiJp.a •HAtla", 'Xal "II'IIwp.aT£ :lttel3taTttn' Forthe
first of these illustrations Didymus has in mind Luke 117 or possibly 2 Kings 2e
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already received the Holy Spirit are mentioned again, and
places where the readers, having previously learned of him,
are not ignorant of whom they are hearing wh.en he is referred
to again, by way of repetition and reminder, merely as 'the
Spirit'. In these cases too it is generally used with the article.
To sum up, unless the article is present 3 or the above4 2 (continued)

(see ps.Athanasius, de Comm.Ess.6). By T:~V p.6T:OX~V ath-ov, which it illustrates,
he obviously means the first of the exceptions Athanasius makes here. cf. also
his Enarr.in 1oh.4.1-2 (1794c): 'Unus et idem Spiritus Dei est Patri unieus et
Filio; qui pluraliter nominatur, in diversis describitur qui eo partieipantur, quale
est Spiritus Eliae et Spiritus unius euiusque sanetMum, ita ut tanti spiritus
videantur, quanti sunt qui eo partieipantur.' We may compare the distinction
drawn by Blass, 'Grammar', p.149, between liYLOV 1WeiJp.a, 'used to a certain
extent personally and with the article', and its use 'for the godlike spirit
moving in man, and then without the article'. There are passages, especially
in St. Paul, where it is not easy to determine whether the writer is referring to
the divine Spirit, as possessed by and abiding in the human, or the human
spirit, as energized and sanctified by the presence of the Holy Spirit. Athanasius and Didymus are striving to cover such cases. cf. Duncan, Moffatt
Commentary on Galatians, p.166. The second class of exception Athanasius
refers to is not so much different in type from the first as an amplification and
extension of it, to cover all cases where the context makes it necessary that
nvtvp.a should be understood of the Holy Spirit. Of the illustrations which
follow, those from the Epistles are intended to illustrate the first, those from
the Gospels the second.
S unlesJ the article is preJent: The problem of differentiating the various
uses of nveiJp.a had been realized by earlier writers. Origen, de Prin.I.iiiA,
speaks of certain of his predecessors who thought that the Holy Spirit is
referred to in the New Testament even when the word 'Spirit' is used without
a qualifying adjective ('sine adjectione ea quae designet qualis est spiritus').
He applies the same principle to the Old Testament, e.g. in Isaiah 420. But
of other writers in this controversy only Didymus attaches importance to
the matter. cf. his observation in de Sp.S.15, that the article in this context
is 'singularitatis significator', and also ibid.3 and de 'Trin.II.457c. The use of
the article as a criterion to distinguish the Holy Spirit from the spirit of man
in disputed New Testament passages has long been abandoned by commentators. See Burton, International Critical Commentary, on Galatians
50,16. Some, however, think it possible to distinguish, in accordance with
Middleton's celebrated canon, between 1Wtifp.a with the article, signifying the
Holy Spirit considered as a divine Person, and 1WtvlW without the article,
signifying the Holy Spirit as an endowment bestowed upon man. See Swete,
''The Holy Spirit in the New 'Testament', additional note P, and A. J. Macdon aId, ''The Interpreter Spirit and Human Life', Chapter 4. It is interesting
to notice that Athanasius does not abide by his own rule. Thus, infra 33(148--9)
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mentioned addition, it cannot refer to the Holy Spirit. Take,
for example, what Paul writes to the Galatians, 'This only
would I learn from you, Received ye the Spirit by the works
of the law or by the hearing of faith ?'4 What had they
received but the Holy Spirit who is given to those who believe and are being born again 'through the laver of regeneration'li? When he wrote to the Thessalonians, 'Quench
not the Spirit', 6 he was speaking to those who themselves
knew what they had received; lest through lack of care they
should quench the grace of the Spirit which had been
kindled within them. When, in the Gospels, the evangelists,
for the sake of the flesh he took, use human terms of the
Saviour and say, 'Jesus, full of Spirit, returned from the
Jordan',? and, 'Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness',8 it has the same sense. For Luke has already
said: 'But when all the people had been baptized, and Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form,
as a dove, upon him.'9 This made it clear that, in the mention
of 'the Spirit', the Holy Spirit was intended. So likewise
where the Holy Spirit is with men, even if he is mentioned
without addition to his name, there is no doubt that it is the
Holy Spirit who is intended; especially when it has the
article.
5. But do you answer the question which has been put to
you whether anywhere in the divine Scripture you have
found the Holy Spirit called simply 'spirit', without the
above-mentioned addition and apart from the qualification
we have recorded. You cannot answer it! For you will not
find it so in Scripture.1 But it is written in Genesis, 'And the
48 (continued)
he takes ill :nvevJJan in John 42' of the Holy Spirit; while, intra 8(78), he proposes a different interpretation for TO :nveVJJa in 2 Corinthians 317.
, Galatians 32.
& Titus 3a.
a 1 Thessalonians 519.
7 Luke 41.
8 Matthew 41.
9 Luke 321-2.
51 in Scripture: This long list of proof texts may be compared with that
compiled by Didymus, de 1"rin.II.453B, etc., to show the Spirit'S propriety
to God. The order in which the books are quoted is the same as that of Ep.
Heort.xxxix, with one or two accountable exceptions. Thus he turns to
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Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.'2 And a little
later, 'My Spirit shall not abide among these men, for they
are flesh.' 3 In Numbers, Moses says to the son of Nun, 'Be
not jealous for me. Would that all the Lord's people were
prophets, when the Lord bestows his Spirit upon them I"
In Judges it is said of Gothoniel: 'And the Spirit of the
Lord came upon him and he judged Israel.' 5 And again:
'The Spirit of the Lord came upon J ephthah.'6 And concerning Samson: 'The child grew', it says, 'and the Lord
blessed him, and the Spirit of the Lord began to accompany
him,'7 and, 'The Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily.'8 David sings: 'Take not thy Holy Spirit from me's; and
again, in the one hundred and forty-second Psalm: 'Thy
good Spirit shall lead me in a plain country, for thy name's
sake, 0 Lord.'lo In Isaiah it is written: 'The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me.' 11
And before this it was said: 'Woe to you, rebellious children I Thus saith the Lord: You took counsel, but not from
me, and made covenants, but not through my Spirit, to add
sins to sins.'u And again: 'Hear these things. From the
beginning, I have not spoken in secret. When it was, I was
there. And now the Lord hath sent me, and his Spirit.'ls A
little later he speaks thus: 'And this is my covenant with
them, saith the Lord, My Spirit which is upon thee'u; and
51 (continued)
the Major Prophets before citing from the Book of the Twelve, no doubt
because Isaiah is peculiarly rich in passages suitable to his purpose. So likewise
he goes to John before the Synoptics, and interrupts his citations from
Thessalonians to go on to Hebrews. The examples have been chosen with
care, from a text, and not reproduced from memory. Notice the accuracy
of his quotation of I Corinthians 210-12 compared with the wording of thie
passage, intra 22(121), 26(130), etc.
2 Genesis 12.
3 Genesis 6s.
, Numbers 1129.
5 Judges 310.
8 Judges 1129.
7 Judges 122N.
B Judges 15u.
v Psalm 51u.
10 Psalm 14310.
11 Isaiah 611.
12 Isaiah 301.
11 and his Spirit: Isaiah 4816. Athanasius gives no indication whether he
takes nvwp.a here as subject, with Ambrose (de Sp.S.IIl.7), or object, with
Origen (in Matt.XIII.I8) and Didymus (de Sp.S.26). See further Johnston'8
note on Basil, de Sp.S.49.
u Isaiah 5921.
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again in what follows he adds: 'Neither envoy nor angel, but
the Lord himself saved them, because he loved them and had
mercy on them; he himself redeemed them and took them up
and exalted them all the days of the age. But they were
disobedient and provoked his Holy Spirit, and he was
turned to enmity toward them. '15 And Ezekiel speaks thus:
'And the Spirit toqk me up and brought me to the land of
the Chaldaeans, to the Captivity, in a vision, by the Spirit of
God.' 16 In Daniel: 'God raised up the Holy Spirit of a
young man 17 whose name was Daniel, and he cried with a loud
voice, I am clear from the blood of this woman.' Micah says:
'The house of J acob provoked the Spirit of the Lord'18; and
by Joel, God says: 'And it shall be after these things that I
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.' 19 Again, through
Zechariah the voice of God says: 'But receive my words and
my commandments which I charge by my Spirit to my
servants the prophets'; 20 and when the prophet rebukes the
people a little farther on, he says: 'They make their hearts
disobedient, lest they should hear my law and the words
which the Lord of hosts has sent by his Spirit in the hands of
the prophets of old.' 21 These few examples we have collected
and set down from the Old Testament.
6. But inquire also about the contents of the Gospels
and the writings of the Apostles, and you will hear how
there also, inasmuch as there is a great difference between
spirits, the Holy Spirit is not particularized simply as 'spirit',
but by the addition we have mentioned above. As already
stated, when our Lord was baptized in human fashion
because of the flesh he was wearing, the Holy Spirit is said
51& Isaiah 639-10.
18 Ezekiel 1h •.
the Holy Spirit of a young man: Susannah .0, from the Theodotian text.
It is likewise read and understood by Ambrose (de Sp.S.III.40-3), who argues
at length that it is the Holy Spirit and not the spirit of Daniel that is intended
here. But observe Didymus (de 'Trin.II.652c), l E1jYEt(]tv ($ 6>EO, TO IIvEvpa TO
ayuw TOV Lfavtl1.il, cited to prove that the Holy Spirit is God ; and de Sp.S.2, 'et
Danieli adhuc puero suscitens dicitur Deus Spiritum sanctum' (possibly under
the influence of the LXX text). In Cyril of Jerusalem (Cat.XVI.31) we find
the reading btl nau5aetov. See the commentary of A. Scholz in loco
18 Micah 27.
lD Joel 2~8.
10 Zechariah h.
11 Zechariah 7u.
17
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to have descended upon him. In giving him to his disciples
hesaid: 'Receive the Holy Spirit' 1 ; and he taught them: 'The
Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things.'2 And a little later,
concerning the same: 'When the Paraclete is come, whom I
shall send unto you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me.' 3
Again: 'For it is not you that speak, but the Spirit of your
Father that speaketh in you'4; and a little farther on: 'But
if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out devils, then is the kingdom
of God come upon you.' 5 And in him perfecting 6 all our
knowledge of God and the initiation 7 whereby he joined us
to himself and, through himself, to the Father, he charged
the disciples: 'Go ye and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.' 8 When he promised to send him to
them, 'he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem';9
and, after a few days, 'when the day of Pentecost was now
come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
there came from heaven the sound as of the rushing of a
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder,
61 John 2022.
J John 1428.
• John 1528.
'Matthew 1020.
6 Matthew 1228.
• in him perfecting: It is possible that b TOVoq> here refers to the ensuing
quotation, as in Galatians 32, 'in this saying perfecting'. Athanasius would
then mean that it was in the baptismal formula that Christ made perfect our
knowledge of God and our initiation into Him. This is fullyin accordance with
what he says elsewhere, e.g. infra 28(135-6), II.6(160), III.6(176), etc., where
Matthew 2819 is regarded as a definitive summary of doctrine, the 'foundation' of the faith (28). But this interpretation of b TOVoq> is awkward and puts
a forced meaning upon (fv!-'n),rJewv. It is better, therefore, to take TOVTq>, as
Montfaucon does, of the Spirit. Our knowledge of God is made perfect in
the confession of the Spirit's Godhead, and baptism avails because it is in
the threefold name.
7 the initiation: For the full phrase, ~ Te)'elW(ft_ TOV (3=w!-'aTor;, see
c.Ar.H,41, etc. But TeklW(ftr; is used absolutely, with the same meaning, infra
30(140), II.7(163), and c.Ar.II,42. cf. also ps.Athanasius, ad You., tj b nmet
TeklW(ftr;, and the usage of Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xl, e.g. 18 and 28, and
also the use of TektwT~_ of the officiant, 44.
• Matthew 2819.
9 Acts 14.
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like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. '10 Hence also,
through the laying on of the Apostles' hands, the Holy Spirit
was given to those who were being born again. One Agabus
prophesied by him, saying: 'Thus saith the Holy Spirit.' 11
Paul said: (... in the which the Holy Spirit hath made you
bishops to feed the Church of God which he purchased with
his own blood.'u When the eunuch was baptized, 'the Spirit
of the Lord caught away Philip'.13 And Peter wrote:
'Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls. Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and
examined diligently, who prophesied of the grace which
should come unto us, searching what time or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point
unto, when he testified beforehand of the sufferings of
Christ and the glories which should follow them.'U And
John wrote: 'Hereby know we that we abide in him and he
in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.'15
Paul writes to the Romans: 'But ye are not in the flesh
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you. But if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his. And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in
you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall
quicken also your mortal bodies through His Spirit that
dwelleth in yoU.'16 To the Corinthians: 'For the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For who
knoweth the things of man save the spirit of the man which
610 Acts 21-G.
u Acts 2111.
11 Acts 2028.
Acts 839.
u 1 Peter 19-11.
16 1 John 418.
18 through his Spirit .. . : Romans 89-11. Here and infra 19(113) and 23(123)
Athanasius has the genitive, the reading of Codex Alexandrinus, as opposed
to the accusative of Codex VaticanuJ. So also Didymus (de 1"rin.II.559B), but
in de Sp.S.39 the Latin has the accusative. The reading was of considerable
importance later in the controversy inasmuch as it was held to establish the
operation of the Spirit in the Resurrection. It was challenged by the Macedonians. cf. Dial.de 1"rin.III.20.
11
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is in him? And so the things of God none knoweth save the
Spirit of God. But we received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit which is of God; that we might see the things
that are freely given us by God.'17 And a little later: 'Know
ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God d welleth in you ?'18 And again: 'But ye were washed,
but ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. '19 And again:
'But all these worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing
to each severally, even as he will.' 20 And again: 'Now the
Lord is the Spirit,21 and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.' See how he writes to the Galatians also:
'That the blessing of Abraham might come in Christ Jesus,
that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.' 22 And again: 'Because ye are sons, God sent forth the
Spirit of his Son into your hearts crying, Abba, Father.
Wherefore thou art no more a servant but a son; and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ.'2s To the Ephesians he speaks thus: 'And grieve not the Holy Spirit of
God, in whom ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.'24
And once more: 'Endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.'25 To the Philippians he writes
very confidently: 'What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and
therein I rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. For I know that this
shall turn to my salvation, through your supplication and the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest
expectation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put to
shame. '26 And again: 'For we are the circumcision, who wor617 1 Corinthians 210-12.
18 1 Corinthians 316.
1 Corinthians 6n.
20 1 Corinthians 1211.
U the Lord is the Spirit: 2 Corinthians 317. It is not clear whether Athanasius
intends us to regard this as a reference to the Holy Spirit, or whether he is
merely quoting the whole verse for the sake of what follows. In c.Ar.I.l1 he
refers it to the Son. But inconsistencies on such points are found elsewhere
in his exegesis (see on Genesis 4815, infra 14.93). Basil likewise understands
it of the Spirit, de Sp .S.52, and of the Son, adfl.Eun.III.3.
22 Galatians 314.
2S Galatians 46-7.
la Ephesians 430.
25 Ephesians 43.
16 Philippians 118-20.
ID
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ship by the Spirit of God, and glory in Christ Jesus.'27 To
the Thessalonians he testifies: 'Therefore he that rejecteth
rejecteth not man but God who giveth his Holy Spirit unto
yoU.'28 And to the Hebrews thus: ' ... the Holy Spirit signifying that the way unto the holy place hath not yet been
made manifest, while the first tabernacle is yet standing.'2'
And again: 'Of how much sorer punishment, think you,
shall he be judged worthy who hath trodden under foot the
Son of God and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing and hath done
despite unto the Spirit of grace ?'30 Again: 'For if the blood
of bulls and of goats and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling
them that have been defiled sanctify unto the cleanness of
the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish unto
God, cleanse our conscience from dead works ?'31 To the
Thessalonians: 'Then shall be revealed the lawless one,
whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the Spirit of his mouth
and bring to naught by the manifestation of his glory.'32
7. See how .the Holy Spirit is denoted in all divine
Scripture I Did you, then, notice 1 anything of this kind in
the prophet? The 'spirit' of which the prophp.t is now speaking has not even the article, to give you an excuse. But out of
sheer audacity you have invented 'tropes' 2 for yourselves
6 27 Philippians 33.

sa 1 Thessalonians 48.
29 Hebrews 98.
Hebrews 1029.
31 Hebrews 913-u.
as with the Spirit of his mouth . .. : 2 Thessalonians 28. He interprets on the
analogy of Psalm 335. cf. infra 31(143).
71 Did you then notice: Or possibly, 'Why do you speculate in this way about
the prophet?' In later writers, e.g. Cyril of Alexandria, in Joh.IILiv, IJEweta
is used for the allegorical interpretation of Scripture. But Athanasius generally uses IJEweEiv transitively.
I you have invented 'tropes': bUVOEiv is almost a technical term for the introduction of novel teaching. cf. Socrates, H.E.IIL7, on the Council of Alexandria in 362 (quoted by Newman on (.Ar.!.1. The whole note should be
consulted), ov Y<le vEaedv Twa IJeTJC1?(dav E:mv01)aaVTE~ cl~ T-YJV E?(?(ATJatav
cl(11)yayov. So alsoinfraI7(105-6),and (.Ar.L8, <5 Td~ ateeaEt~ E:ntV01)aa~ &dfloAOr;.
Te6:nOr; is generally used for any figure of speech. Thus Cicero, Brutus XVII.69:
'ornari orationes Grae(i putent si verborum immutationibus utentur, quos appellunt Te6:nO". And Tryphon, Tropi, init. (in Boissonade's 'Anecdota Graeca',
80
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and identified the spirit which is said to be created with the
Holy Spirit himself; though even from students oflanguage
you could have learned of the difference between spirits.s
For Scripture speaks of the spirit of man, as David in the
Psalm: 'I communed with my heart and was troubled in my
spirit: '" Baruch says in prayer: 'The soul in anguish, the
spirit of the troubled, crieth unto thee.'5 And in the Song of
the Three Children: 'Bless the Lord, ye spirits and souls of
the righteous.'6 The Apostle writes: 'The Spirit himself
beareth witness with our spirit that we are children of God;
and if children, then heirs.'7 And again: 'No man knoweth
7 2 (continued)

Volume Ill), where it is defined as U~ew~ cpeaa~ €'X Tfj~ 'XaO' ea1JT~'11
o:rcwaoVv LOt6Trrro~ l'8TaTeO:rc~V elJ..1'}cp1J'ia, 010 'Xal Te6:rco~ 'XaJ..e'iTat. Although,
properly speaking, allegory is only one species of trope, among ecclesiastical
writers the term came to mean a figurative interpretation of Scripture. This
kind of exegesis was regarded as legitimate in the Church from the beginning.
See the article by Darwell Stone, "Ihe Mystical Interpretation ot the Old
'Iesta7llent' in 'A New Commentary on Holy Scripture'. Origen raised it to the
level of a science with fixed principles and laws; cf. in Gen.XI.2 and de Prin'!V.
i. Athanasius does not question its legitimacy; though he favours literal interpretations and eschews the extravagance that, at Alexandria, characterized
the exposition of Dionysius before him and of Didymus after him. He certainly employs figurative explanations, especially in his earlier works, e.g. on
the Fall, c.G.2, 3, and in his apologetic treatment of Proverbs 822, etc., c.Ar.!L
He also incorporates in his exegesis fragments of traditional allegorizing, as on
Deuteronomy 2866, de Inc.3S and c.Ar.IL16, and on Job 4h8, ad Episc.3 and
V it.Ant.S. What then is the force of this accusation? He objects not so much
to the method used by the Tropici as to the mind and temper which direct
their use of it and the ends to which it is addressed. We may compare his
observation on Arian exegesis, c.Ar.L37: 'But since they allege the divine
oracles and force on them a misinterpretation, according to their private
sense, it becomes necessary to meet them just so far as to vindicate these
passages, and to show that they bear an orthodox sense.' Any system of
exposition is vitiated, in the eyes of Athanasius, if it is used to discredit the
tradition of faith.
8 the difference between spirits: A similar classification of the various meanings
of :rcveiJl'a is to be found in Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat.XVL13-1S. Athanasius
may well have read these lectures. Basil certainly seems to have done so (cf.
Gifford's note on Cyril of Jerusalem, loc.cit.). But there is no trace of dependence here. On the other hand, Athanasius's summary may have served as a
basis for the long disquisition in Didymus, de Sp.S.S4-9. See also Epiphanius,
Anc.72.
, Psalm 770.
6 Baruch 31.
6 Daniel 3ee.
7 Romans 816-17.
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the things of man save the spirit of the man which is in him.'8
In the Epistle to the Thessalonians he prays: 'May your
spirit and soul and body be preserved entire, without blame
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.'s It speaks too of
spirits of the wind, as in Genesis: 'And God made a spirit to
pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged.'10 And of
Jonah: 'And the Lord aroused a spirit upon the sea, and a
great wave rose in the sea, and the ship was in danger of
being broken.'ll And in the one hundred and sixth Psalm it
is written: 'He spoke, and a spirit of storm arose, and its
waves were lifted up. '12 And in the one hundred and fortyeighth Psalm: 'Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons
and all deeps, fire, hail, snow, ice, spirit of storm, fulfilling
his word.'13 And in Ezekiel, in the Lament for Tyreu : 'In
the heart of the sea, in much water, thy rowers have brought
thee; the spirit of the south wind hath broken thee.'16
8. Read the sacred Scriptures, and you will find 'spirit'
used of the meaning which is in the divine words, as Paul
writes: 'Who also made us sufficient ministers of a new
covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter killeth,
but the spirit giveth life.'1 For that which is expressed is
inscribed by letter, but the meaning which is in it is called
spirit. Thus too, 'the law is spiritual'2; so that, as he says
78 1 Corinthians 211.
t 1 Thessalonians 528.
10 Genesis 71.
Jonah 14.
12 Psalm 10723.
18 Psalm 1487-8.
14 Lament for 'lyre: So Codex Marchalia1lfll (MS.M), an Egyptian MS. of
the sixth century, entitles Ezekiel27.
16 Ezekiel 2726.
81 the spirit gifJeth life: 2 Corinthians 36. Apparently Athanasius intends to
exclude any reference to the Holy Spirit from these words. If so, we find him
in opposition, not only to modern commentators, but also to other writers in
this controversy, who found in them valuable evidence that the Spirit is
'Lord and Giver of life'. cf. Basil, de Sp.S.56, Didymus, de 'lrin.II.560B, ps.
Athanasius, de 'lrin.et Sp.S.2, Dial.de 'lrin.III.20. So likewise, infra, he takes
'the law of the spirit of life' to mean 'the spirituallifegiving law', as opposed
to the old literal law of Moses. This is curious in view of the principle he laid
down, supra 4, but here he is following Origen, Comm. in Rom.VI.II: 'Nam
de lege literae dicere hoc non poterunt ... quia "litera occidef' ... Utrumque
ergo continet lex , et literam occidentem et spiritum fJifJijicantem.'
I Romans 716.
11
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again, we may serve not 'in oldness of letter' but 'in newness
of spirit'.s The same writer says, when giving thanks: 'So
then I myself with the mind serve the law of God, but with
the flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the spirit
of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin."
Philip, desiring to turn the Ethiopian from the letter to the
spirit, said: 'Understandest thou what thou readest?'5 Such
a spiritS Caleb is, in Numbers, declared to have had, when
God says: 'But my servant Caleb, because he had another
spirit in him and he followed me, him will I bring into
the land whereunto he went.'? For he pleased God, because
he spoke with a different mind from the rest. Such a heart
God enjoined his people to keep, when he said through
Ezekiel: 'Make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.'8
In view of these facts, and as we have demonstrated so great
a difference between spirits, you would have done better,
upon hearing of 'created spirit', had you thought of one of
the foregoing. Such a spirit was that of which it is written in
Isaiah: 'Syria is confederate with Ephraim, and his heart
was moved and the heart of his people, as in a forest a tree is
shaken by the wind.'9 Such too was the spirit which the
Lord 'aroused upon the sea',I° because of Jonah. For the
spirits of the wind do follow the thunder,ll as with the rain
that fell against Ahab, when it is written: 'And it came to
pass in a little while that the heavens grew black with clouds
and wind.'12
8 3 Romans 76.
' Romans 726-&.
5 Acts 830.
S Such a spirit: from 7CIIeVI-'a in the sense of 'meaning', Athanasius naturally

passes to that of 'intention' in the human mind, which he expresses in the
following sentence by &6.VOLa.
? Numbers 1424.
8 Ezekiel 1881.
8 Isaiah 7~.
10 Jonah I •.
11 fo/lcw the thunder: The order of natural events corresponds with that of
the terms in Amos 418. cf. Ambrose, de Sp.S.II.50: 'Ipse ordo nos doceat . ...
Neque enim antiquiora tonitrua sunt quam Spiritus sanctus; quamflis impii sint,
tamen id non audent dicere . ... Cum enimfiunt aliquae tempestates istius mundi,
praecedere tonitrua, sequi flentorumfiatus, coelum nebulis caligare, lucem refundi
ex tenebris, ipso UJU quotidiano exemploque cOgMscimus.' The same point is
made by Didymus, de 'bin., loc.cit., and also in de 'Irin.et Sp.S.20 and Dial.
de 'Irin.III.26.
11 1 Kings 18...
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9. 'But', say they, 'since the text makes mention of
Christ,l to be consistent we must take the spirit it speaks of
to be none other than the Holy Spirit: So you observed that
the Holy Spirit is named together with Christ 1 But when
did you find him distinguished in nature and separated from
the Son, that, while you say that Christ is not a creature, you
say that the Holy Spirit is a creature? It is absurd to name
together things which are by nature unlike. 2 For what community or what likeness is there between creature and
Creator? At this rateS you will number and join together
with the Son, as well as with the Spirit, the creatures originated through his agency. It would therefore be satisfactory,
as we have said, to understand what is written of the spirit
of the winds. But since you plead the fact that Christ is mentioned in the text, we shall have to look at the passage carefully, lest haply we find a more suitable interpretation 4 of
91 makes mention of Christ: Most of those who comment upon this passage
feel the difficulty raised here. Didymus is the only one to appeal to the
Hebrew against the LXX, in de Sp.S.15. His own rendering, in Jerome's
Latin, is 'loquelam suam'. It enables him to interpret it in an anti-Manichaean
sense. The same God who is creator inspires the prophets and declares Himself to mankind. But in de 'Irin. he tacitly disavows this and returns to the
LXX text. Basil explains the allusion to Christ on the ground that the works
of nature recorded here display His power as artificer. Cyril of Alexandria
finds here another illustration of the sovereign power of God, which, according to him, is the motif of the whole passage. The rest take refuge, with
. Athanasius, in a figurative interpretation.
Z things which are by nature unlike: It is interesting to notice that Athanasius here uses, to describe the relation of the Spirit to the Son in the doctrine
of the Tropici, the term dv6potoC;, which the Macedonians expressly repudiate
in this context. See ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.L18. Mter uvvovopaCuv here, RS
insert ~al uvvoo~aCetv. The addition is reminiscent of Basil's language (cf. de
Sp.S.29), rather than that of Athanasius. Moreover the corresponding clause
above has only uvvovopaCeuOa£. and there is no ground for asserting that the
Tropicist exegesis of Amos 418 involves the association of the Spirit with the
Son in glory.
a At this rate . .. : cf. c.Ar.1.17: 'Henceforth a thing originated is reckoned
with the Creator, and what once was not has divine worship and glory with
him who was ever.' .:rhe point is made over and over again by critics of
Arianism. See the relfrences given by Newman, on c.Ar.L8.
, a more suitable interpretation: There is no need to suspect irony here.
Athanasius is entirely in earnest in offering this alternative explanation. So
likewise, c..Ar.I.44 and 11.13, he provides a secondary explanation of points
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spirit which is said to be created. What is meant by
'declare unto men his Christ'5 but that he himself becomes
man? It is equivalent to the saying, 'Behold a virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel',6 and the other references to his coming.? But if
it is .the incarnate presence of the Word that is declared, .
what spirit must we understand to be created, but the spirit
of man which is recreated and renewed?8 For this God promised by Ezekiel, saying: 'A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of
flesh, and I will put my Spirit within yoU.'9 When has this
been fulfilled, save when the Lord came and renewed all
things by grace? See how in this text too 10 the distinction
between spirits is made clear. Our spirit is renewed; but
the Holy Spirit is not simply spirit, but God says it is his
thiS

94 (continued)

in passages he has already expounded. For a similar combination of a literal
with a figurative interpretation, cf. Basil, Ep.viii.6, on Mark 1382. In Dial.de
'Trin.III, loc.cit., the two explanations given here are tersely introduced
together-El /Aev "aTa TO eT}TDv-El 15£ "aTa &dvotllv-Didymus, de 'Trin.III
and Gregory of Nyssa, de Fid., take nvev/Aa to refer to the spirit of man.
Ambrose, de Sp.S.II.4S, takes it of the anima ChriJti, 'quam JUJcepit rationabilem et perfectam'.
5 declare unto men hiJ ChriJt: Basil, adfJ.Eun., loc.cit., also sees here a possible reference to the Incarnation. Didymus, de 'Trin.III, contrasts anayysAAetv
with XTl~etv as expressing the true relation of Christ to the Father, but associates it with His baptism rather than His birth. So also Ambrose, loc.cit.
The neatest of all these speculations is that of Gregory of Nyssa: 'He who is
born of the Spirit and made spirit ... declares Christ.'
8 Isaiah 714.
7 hiJ coming: l mc5rJ/tla as in c.Ar.I.59 and II.67. His usual word is naeovala.
8 recreated and renewed: It is always in such terms tha t Athanasius describes
the work of the incarnate Word. cf. de Inc.7, ID, 13, etc. 'The first need of
man is a change in his nature; or rather, the renewed infusion of that highest
and divine nature which he has gradually lost'-Robertson, Intro., p.lxx.
How this is accomplished by the presence of the Word in human nature is
set forth in de IncA-IS, and his later works give no indication that Athanasius
ever modified his doctrine. So here he accommodates to it his interpretation
of this text.
e Ezekiel 3628.
10 in thiJ text too: This distinction is likewise noted by Didymus, de 'Trin.
II.456A and 572c.
s .A.-6
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Spirit, whereby ours is renewed. As the Psalmist says in the
one hundred and third Psalm: 'Thou shalt take away their
spirit, and they shall die and return to their dust. Thou shalt
put forth thy Spirit, and they shall be created, and thou shalt
renew the face of the earth.'ll But if it is by the Spirit of
God 12 that we are renewed, then the spirit here said to be
created is not the Holy Spirit but our spirit. And if, because
all things come into being through the Word, you think
correctly that the Son is not a creature: then is it not blasphemy for you to say that the Spirit is a creature, in whom
the Father, through the Word, perfects and renews all
things?13 And if, because of the simple statement that spirit
911 Psalm 104~9-30.
But if it is by the Spirit 01 God: The following three sentences, all cast

11

into the same form, convey the conclusions, as to Amos 413, which Athanasius
wishes us to draw from the passages he has just quoted. Firstly, the identification of 'thy Spirit' in Psalm 10480 with the Holy Spirit precludes a like interpretation of 'spirit' in Amos 413. Otherwise we shall be left with an absurdity
analogous to that of the 'creature-Creator' he has already exposed d propos
of Arianism, c..dr.ILI9-21. Secondly, the perfective and recreative activity
of the Spirit, no less than the creative activity of the Word, make it impossible for Him to be a creature. Thirdly, the Tropici should be as quick to
draw the right conclusion from Ezekiel36 and Psalm 104 as they are to draw
the wrong from Amos 413.
18 perfects and renews all things: cf. infra 23(124--5). This appropriation of
function within the Godhead, of creation to the Word and of sanctification
to the Spirit, follows the general line of Christian thought in the fourth century. We observe it in the Catechetical Lectures of Cyril of Jerusalem, especially in such passages as IV.16 and XVI.3, and in the definitions of the postNicene synods, especially the Fourth Synod of Antioch, the Second of Sirmium, and that of Seleucia. This development may ultimately be traced back
to the influence of the Logos doctrine, which, by overemphasizing the cosmological function of the Word, limited and impoverished the Church's
conception of the Spirit. See Harnack, H.D.IL207-9, and Raven, 'Apollinarianism,' p.36. Eunomius, of course, actually divided the functions, explicitly excluding the Spirit from any part in the creative power of God. See
Basil, adv.Eun.IIL5 and the Apology of Eunomius himself, 27 init.: Ylav
v:>"t1]"oov, v:>"toveYav, TeAeL6TaTOV :>"tea, :>"taC1av brJp.LOveylav • . . v:rtr}et:rn
xewp.evov Tq> IIae=A1]TqJ :>"tea, ayLaeJp.av, :n:ea, (MaC1"aAlav, :n:ea, {le{lalOJC1w.
In this the Macedonians imitated him. cf. Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Mac.ll and
ps.Athanasius, Dial.de Trin.III.I6--19. Catholic writers repudiate Eunom-

ius's doctrine, but continue to accept, and even to stress, the differentiation.
Thus Basil (de Sp.S.38) on Psalm 330: ' ... the Lord who commands, the Word
who creates, the Spirit who confirms. And what else would confirmation be
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is created, they have imagined that this means the Holy
Spirit, let them know that the Holy Spirit is not created, but
that it is our spirit which is renewed in him. Of this spirit
David also prayed 14 in the Psalm: 'Create in me a clean
heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me. '15 Here
he is said to create it, but aforetime, as Zechariah says, he
formed it: 'Stretching forth the heavens and laying the
foundations of the earth, and forming the spirit of man within him.'16 For when that which he formed aforetime had
fallen he remade it, coming himself in the creature, when the
Word became flesh; so that, in the words of the Apostle,
913 (colltillued)

but perfecting in accordance with holiness?' So Didymus (de 'lri1dI.565c)
interprets Genesis 127, etc. The Father commands, the Son creates, the Spirit
blesses, i.e. sanctifies. cf. Dial.de 'lrin.III.24, t5td Toil A6yov ~tCe£ "al t5ta TOV
JIveVl-'aTOr; dyuiCe£. There is nothing in these letters to show that the Tropici
circulated the views of Eunomius on this matter. Athanasius's argument here
arises strictly from the exegesis he is proposing for Amos 413. His own sense of
the unity of the activity of God was so strong that he did not hesitate to
associate the Spirit with the work of creation. See infra 24(127) and 31(143).
Here he seems to have gone farther than Basil. Compare the latter's hesitation,
adfl.Eun.IIIA, on Job 33.: ov" bel Tijr; &-Jl-'lov(!'Ytar;, wr; oll-'al, dU' enl Tijr;
"aTa T1}v dvfJewnElav deeT~v TeAeIWueWr; Uywv. But although Athanasius is
not concerned to answer Eunomius, his successors found in the argument of
this passage useful material for that purpose. If ~lCew and dva"awlCew are in
some sense synonymous terms, no absolute distinction can be drawn between
the work of creation and that of sanctification. The whole is the work of the
one God, and He who makes perfect that which the Word performs cannot be
without part in His creative power. So de 'lrin.et Sp.S.8: 'Ita pla1le (i.e. from
His operation in baptism) et creatorem Spiritum sanctum agnoscimus.' The
whole passage is worth careful study. cf. Basil, de Sp.S.49, and Didymus, de
'lrin.II.569B, lIn t5e ~lua£ £UTLV "al TO dY£(lual ... LlavM l-'aeTveei tpillwv'
"aeIJiav "afJaeav ~iuov lv £1-'01, 6 ee6r;. So too Dial.de 'lrin.HI.24, on Psalm
5110: TO dy£(iCew ~{Cew £UT{V. And in Gregory of Nyssa, adu.Mac.13, the
whole activity of creation 'begins from the Father, proceeds through the Son
and is perfected in the Holy Spirit'.
14 Of this spirit Dauid also prayed: Athanasius seeks justification for taking
~lCe£v as equivalent to ava"aw{Cllw in Psalm 5110 and Ephesians 216. His attention was probably drawn to this evidence by Eusebius, Ecc.'lheol.III.2. He
has already used it once, c.Ar.HA6, against the Arian interpretation of
E~IUIl in Proverbs 8211. Similarly, Zechariah 121 is apparently quoted to show
that Scripture has other and more precise terms than "TlCew to denote the
constitution of the human race.
u Psalm 5110.
le Zechariah 121.
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'He might create in himself of the twain one new man, who
after God had been created in righteousness and holiness of
truth',17 For it was not as if another man had been created,
other than he who from the beginning was made in God's
image. But he was counselling them to receive the mind
that was remade and renewed in Christ; as is once more
made clear through Ezekiel, when he says: 'Make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why wiIl ye die, 0
house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him
that dieth, saith the Lord God.'l8
10. Accordingly, if created spirit bears this meaning, we
can appropriately take the thunderl which is established to
be the sure word and unshakable law of the Spirit. 2 It was
of this word that our Lord wished J ames and John to be
ministers when he called them Boanerges, which is, Sons
of thunder. Wherefore John cries aloud, veritably from
heaven 3 : 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.'4 For aforetime the law
had 'a shadow of good things to come'.6 But when Christ
was declared to men, and came saying, 'I that speak unto
thee am he',6 then, in the words of Paul?: 'his voice shook
917 Ephesians 210; 4~,.
)
18 Ezekiel1831-2.
101 the thunder: Athanasius completes his exegesis by interpreting the previous words in Amos 413. The connexion of thunder with 'sons of thunder',
suggesting the 'faithful word' of 2 Timothy 211, is simple. So Eusebius understands it of the EtiaYYEAt"dv "7)eV'}'",a, and so likewise Gregory of Nyssa and
Ambrose. Basil associates it with John 1229.
2 unshakable law of the Spirit: B here, supported by A infra, reads 'Father'
for 'Spirit'. But the reading of RS better accords with the contrast between
the old law and the dUQAt1lt'O, v6fJo" suggested by Hebrews 101. The association of ideas is not easy to trace here. Apparently it ran-<7Ttetwv-Psalm 921
-ov ualtv8nuETat-daaAE1It'o,-Hebrews 122a-{Jaatltta-1l6",o,.
8 cries aloud, fJe1'itably from heafJen: cf. de Inc.18, 40, c.A1'.II.I0. Possibly
he has in mind Revelation 10s.
, John h.
6 Hebrews 101.
• John 1420.
7 the words of Paul: Hebrews 1220-8 (Haggai 28). While keeping more or less
to the actual words of Hebrews, Athanasius completely alters the significance
of the passage. T6TE in the New Testament text refers bad: to the epiphany
at Sinai as recorded in Exodus 19, and is contrasted with apocalyptic uuu",6,
which is to come. Athanasius makes T6TE ••• £aaAtvUtv refer to the Incarnation,
and treats it as the fulfilment of the prophecy in Haggai. Gregory Nazianzen,
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the earth, as he promised of old, Yet once more will I make to
tremble not the earth only, but also the heaven. And this
word, Yet once more, signifies the removing of the things
that are shaken, that the things which are not shaken may
remain. Wherefore, receiving a kingdom which cannot
be shaken, we have grace whereby we offer service well
pleasing to God.' But that kingdom which he calls unshakable, David in the Psalms declares to be established. 'The
Lord reigneth, he hath clothed himself with majesty. The
Lord hath clothed and girded himself with strength. He
hath also established the world, that it shall not be shaken.'8
So then this text in the prophet signifies the coming of the
Saviour, whereby we are renewed and the law of the Spirit
remains unshaken.
But these Tropici,9 true to their name, ha~ing made a
101 (continued)
Orat.xxri.25, finds a partial realization of this prophecy in the transition
from the law to the Gospel.
8 Psalm 93i.
D ropici: Fonqi Qvn cf. 32 (p.l47, infra) and de Inc.33, etc. Here it suggests
that the name was not invented by Athanasius. It was used in a technical
sense by the Stoics, e.g. Diogenes Laertius, vii.I94, Arrian, 1.29, 40, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, v.I5, etc., and hence by Origen, e.g. c.Cels.II1.43. But
it is not found outside these letters as an epithet, except in ps.Athanasius,
c.Omnes Haereses 5, a work of which Montfaucon says with justice: 'patet ex
operibus Athanasii expressum fuisse.' Nor does it occur in this correspondence
outside Ep.I. Epiphanius, H aer.lxix.50, charges the Arians with being addicted
to the use of tropes, f.'a{rr:V(!tq. Twl "iX(!1)VTat fi T(!Ont"WTE(!OV noll~i, 1j r(!arpYj
;t£X(!1)IJ,ivrJ &rrY£i.ru. The term may well have been used quite generally to
stigmatize Arians of all shades for their exegesis. But it is difficult to see why it
should have been attached in particular to the Egyptian Pneumatomachi.
There seems to have been nothing original about their use of Scripture, and
their interpretation of Amos 418 is certainly matched in extravagance by that
of Athanasius and the others who write on his side. Possibly the name is due
to the prominence the Tropici assigned to this passage and to 1 Timothy 521.
Certainly Athanasius seems to regard their case as resting solely on these
two lections. See infra 21 (119). It may be significant also that Basil in adv.Eun.
In inverts the order of treatment and appends a brief discussion of Amos 413
and John Is to his main argument; whereas Athanasius treats the more metaphysical points raised by the Tropici as incidental to their exegesis. Montfaucon, indeed, offers an alternative translation, 'versa tiles', and it is quite
possible that the epithet derived some of its sting from this additional nuance.
To the orthodox, these heretics were twice turn-coats, once from Arianism
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compact with the Arians and portioned out with them the
blasphemy against the Godhead, so that these may call the
Son a creature and those the Spirit-the Tropici, in their
own words, have dared to devise for themselves tropes and
to pervert also the saying of the Apostle which he blamelessly wrote to Timothy, saying: 'I charge thee 10 in the
sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels that thou
observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing by
partiality.' But they say that, because he mentions God and
Christ and then the angels, the Spirit must be counted with
the angels, and belong himself to their category, and be an
angel greater than the others. This discovery first proceeded
from the impiety of Valentinus,ll and they have not been
109 (continued)
then back again to something very like it. (fhe charge of making a compact with the Arians must not, of course, be taken literally. It is indeed
expressly contradicted, infra 32.147.) But it is unlikely that the name was
first attached to them in this sense. The technical meaning was far too
strongly fixed to it in Christian usage. Moreover, Athanasius has already preferred the charge of 'trope-mongering' against them (supra 2.62) without
any reference to the epitJ:let.
10 I charge thee . . ... 1 Timothy 521. It is difficult to see in what sense
Athanasius could describe the inference drawn by the Tropici from this verse
as a trope. The term here can mean no more than that they refused to be
satisfied with the bare sense of Scripture, but drew speculative conclusions
from it. The text is discussed by Basil, de Sp.S.29 and Didymus, de 'Irin.II.
547c. The former is replying to an attempt to use it as evidence that the
co numeration of the Three Persons in the baptismal formula does not involve
their association in nature and glory. He dismisses it as p.TJbep.la, Mme(!WeW,
a~tO,. Didymus has a very brief account which reproduces the substance of
Athanasius's treatment here.
11 JT alentinus .. For his doctrine of the Spirit, see Hippolytus, Ref.VI.26, and
Swete, H.S.A.C.55-6. The charge of imitating him and other Gnostics is
brought by Athanasius against the Arians, c.Ar.I.56, II.21, III.60. Didymus
reproduces the accusation here, de 'Irin.II.548B, etc. Valentinus certainly
associated both Christ and the Spirit with the hierarchy of aeons. He also
affirmed the descent of the Spirit upon Jesus and Mary. But he places His
main activity in the pleroma rather than on earth, and there is no evidence
that he ever spoke of the angels accompanying the Spirit upon a mission
thither. Athanasius's statement here seems to rest upon a misunderstanding
of Irenaeus (Haer.I.iv.5): 8, (Christ) dveAEwv El, TO 1t).:ry(!wp.a aUTO, p.iv, 6[,'0,
OTt w~VTJO'ev e~ bwrE(!OV ~aTeAOeiv, TOV I1ae6.~A1)TOV bi e~i1tep.'Pev 1t(!0, aun}v,
TOmElJ"n TOV l:wTij(!a, bb6VTO, av.qi 1taO'av Tr,v mwap.w Toii IJaT(!6, . . .
e~nEJme-rat bi 1t(!0, cffn;TJV p.e-rG. TWV 1jA~tcOTWV dmoii TWV dyyiAWV. By a
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able to conceal the fact that they are expressing his sentiments. For he said that, when the Paraclete was sent, his
contemporaries among the angels were sent with him. Yet
they have not realized that, by reducing the Spirit to the
level of the angels, they are ranking the angels with the
Triad. For if, as they say, after the Father and the Son 13
come the angels, then clearly the angels belong to the Triad
and are no longer 'ministering spirits sent forth to do service',13 nor are they sanctified, but rather themselves
sanctify others.
11. What is this mighty folly of theirs? Once again,
where in the Scriptures have they found the Spirit referred
to as an angel? I am obliged to repeat what I have said
before. He is called Parac1ete, Spirit of adoption, Spirit of
sanctification,I Spirit of God, and Spirit of Christ; but never
angel 2 or archangel, or ministering spirit, as are the angels.
1011 (continued)

natural error Athanasius takes this to mean that Christ sent the Paraclete
Spirit in His own stead. But actually in Irenaeus it is the heavenly or 'first'
Christ who sends the 'second' Christ, Jesus or the Saviour, who is here called
Paraclete after 1 John 21.
11 after the Father and the Son: There is, of course, nothing exceptionable
in the statement that the angels come after the Father and the Son. Indeed,
Athanasius has already used JLccd, supra 2(64), to express the relation of
creatures to God. The argument here is carelessly compressed. What he
means is, If the fact that the angels come after the Son in this passage leads
to the conclusion that the Spirit is an angel, then the angels, no less than the
Spirit, belong to the Triad.
18 Hebrews 114.
111 Spirit of sanctification: Not actually a Scriptural phrase, but sums up
the association of the Spirit with sanctification in the Scriptures.
I never angel: The opinion of Athanasius here was by no means maintained
by all his predecessors. There is truth in the observation of Harnack, H.D.!!.
359, note 2: 'From Hermas, Justin, and Athenagoras we learn how in the
second century, both in the belief of educated lay Christians and of the
Apologists, Son, Spirit, Logos, and angels, under certain circumstances,
shaded off into one another ... they have certain names and predicates in
common, and it frequently remains uncertain, especially as regards the
theophanies of the Old Testament, whether it was a high angel that spoke,
or the Son through an angel.' So Justin Martyr, in a celebrated passage (Apol.
Prima 6), interpolates a reference to the 'host of good angels' between the
Son and the Spirit. In estimating the significance of this, however, attention
should be paid to the observations of Swete, H.S.A.C.37, and Harnack, H.D.
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Rather he is himself ministered unto with the Son by Gabriel when he says to Mary, 'The Holy Spirit shall come upon
thee, and the Power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. '3
But if the Scriptures do not speak of the Spirit as an angel,
what excuse have they for so great and absurd an audacity?
For even Valentinus, who implanted this evil-mindedness
in them, called him Parac1ete and them angels; though at
the same time he very foolishly ranks the Spirit as coeval
with the angels. 'But see,' they say, 'it is written in the
prophet Zechariah, "These things saith the angel that spake
within me".' Clearly, he means that the Spirit who spake
within him was an ange1.' They would not say this if they
gave heed to their reading. 5 For Zechariah himself, upon
seeing the vision of the candlestick, says: 'And the angel
that spake within me answered and said, Knowest thou not
what these things be? And I said, No, my lord. Then he
answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of
112 (continued)

II.209, note 1. Tatian (adv.GrlEc. 13 and IS) speaks of the Spirit as 1l(!Wf:J6V1; of
God and 6tWeovoc; ofthe Son. Irenaeus (H aer.IV.vii.4) says that the Son and the
Spirit minister to the Father in all things. Origen, according to Justinian
(de Prin.fr.7), did not shrink from describing both Son and Spirit asAen-ov(!y,,,d
Cwa. Later Catholic writers continue to seek a manifestation of the Spirit, as
well as of the Son, in the angelic epiphanies of the Old Testament. Athanasius
himself virtually admits that the Son is sometimes called an angel in Scripture.
See further, 14(93) on Genesis 4816. Didymus, de 'Trin .II.628c, and the author
of Dial.de 'Trin.III.9, develop the thought of Justin Martyr, 'Tryph.56, and
identify the angels of Genesis 191 with the Son and the Spirit. The latter, in
commenting on the very passage here discussed by Athanasius, Zechariah 19,
admits that the angel there may be the Holy Spirit. So also Epiphanius (Anc.
71) appears to mistake the 'angel of good counsel' of Isaiah 96 of the Holy
Spirit, and allows the title of Him, but not 'as the other angels'.
a Luke hG.
, the angel that spake within me: Zechariah 19, etc., 0 ayyeAoc; 0 AaAWV £V
lp-ot, a recurrent phrase in Zechariah. The Tropici, on the analogy of Matthew
1tno, assumed that it referred to the Holy Spirit. Didymus (de 'Trin.II.628B)
records the argument, though in a different context, and disposes of it, in
the same way as Athanasius, from 46.
5 to their reading: A reminiscence of I Timothy 418. cf. de Du.IO. Montfaucon misses it with his rendering, 'quod legunt'. Moreover, such a sense is
unusual for dvdyvwa,c;, though Apollonius Dyscolus (Synt.164.2) has it of a
textual reading.
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the Lord unto Zerubbabel, Not by great might, nor by power,
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord Almighty.'6 It is therefore
clear that the angel who spoke to the prophet was not the
Holy Spirit but an angel, while the Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of the Almighty, to whom an angel ministers, who is inseparable from the Godhead and might of the Word.
But as they make the words of the Apostle the basis of
their plea, because after Christ he mentions the elect angels,
let them tell us which of all these 7 is the one who is ranked
with the Triad. They do not all amount to one! Which of
them is he who descended to the Jordan in the form of a
dove? For 'thousand thousand' and 'ten thousand times ten
thousand'8 are they that minister. Why, again, when the
heavens were opened, is it not written, 'One of the elect
angels came down', but, 'the Holy Spirit'? Why did the
Lord himself, when conversing with the disciples concerning
the End, 9 distinguish them by saying, 'The Son of Man shall
send forth his angels' 10? And before this it says: 'The angels
ministered unto him.'ll He himself says again: 'The angels
shall come forth.'12 But in giving the Spirit to the disciples,
he said: 'Receive ye the Holy Spirit.'13 And, when sending
them out, he said: 'Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. '14 He did not rank an angel with the Godhead;
nor was it by a creature that he linked us to himself and to
the Father, but by the Holy Spirit. And when he promised
him, he did not say that he would send an angel, but 'the
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father', and from him
receives and gives. 15
12. Moses 1 too knew that the angels are creatures and
116 Zechariah 46-6.

which of all these: see infra 29(138) and also c.Ar.II.27 and 29.
Daniel 710.
8 the End: as in Daniel 12',13. It is not thus used absolutely in the New
Testament.
10 Matthew 1341.
11 Matthew 411.
12 Matthew 13,9.
18 John 20lr.!.
u Matthew 2819.
16 John 1526.
121 Moses: The whole of this section is followed closely, both in substance
7

8
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that the Holy Spirit is united with the Son and the Father.
For when God said to him, 'Depart, go up hence, thou and
thy people which thou hast led up out of the land of Egypt,
unto the land of which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac and
to Jacob, saying, To your seed will I give it. And I will send
my angel before thy face, and he will drive out the Canaanites'2, he refused him, saying: 'If thou goest not with us
thyself, carry me not up hence.'3 For he did not desire a
creature to lead the people, lest they should learn to worship
the creature beyond God who created all things. So, of
course, he refused the angel, and besought God himself to
lead them. But after God had given him a promise, saying
to him, 'I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken; for
thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee beyond
all men',' it is written in Isaiah: 'He that raised up from the
earth the shepherd of the sheep, where is he that put the
Holy Spirit in the midst of them, that led up Moses by his
right hand ?'6 And a little farther on he says: 'The Spirit
came down from the Lord and led them. So didst thou lead
thy people to make thyself a glorious name.'s Who cannot
from these things perceive the truth? When God promised
to lead them, 10 ! he promises no longer to send an angel, but
the Spirit who is above the angels, and he leads the people.
He shows that the Spirit does not belong to the creatures
nor is he an angel, but is above the creation, united to the
Godhead of the Father. For it was God himself who,
through the Word, in the Spirit, 7 led the people. Hence
121 (co1ltinued)

and form, by Didymus, de '[rin.l1.629. Nowhere is his dependence upon
Athanasius more clearly to be seen. He proceeds from the citation of Exodus
33~ to that of Isaiah 63ll-12,U, Deuteronomy ho, and Psalm 13616. He even
copies the curious combination of texts, 'I brought you ... .' He tends to
abridge slightly, and has an eye for subtle and pedantic points which Athanasius does not notice. Characteristically, he adds Isaiah 4816 and finds in it a
reference to all Three Persons of the Trinity.
2 Exodus 331-2.
a Exodus 33n.
' Exodus 3317-18.
5 Isaiah 63ll-n.
a Isaiah 631'.
7 God . .. through the Word, ;11 the Spirit: Athanasius evidently intends us to
see in Isaiah 6314 a reference to all Three Persons of the Trinity. the Spirit
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through all Scripture he says: 'I brought you up out of the
land of Egypt. You are witnesses if there was a strange God
among you but meo's The saints also say to God, 'Thou
leddest thy people like a flock',9 and, 'He led them in hope,
and they did not fear'.lo To him also they offer up the
hymn which says: 'To him who led his people through the
wilderness, for his mercy endureth for evero'll And the
mighty Moses 12 unceasingly declares: 'The Lord your God
who goeth before YOUo'lS Thus the Spirit of God is neither
angel nor creature, but belongs to his Godhead. For when
the Spirit was with the people, God, through the Son in the
Spirit, was with them.
13. 'But granting this,' they say, 'why did the Apostle
after Christ make mention not of the Holy Spirit 1 but of the
elect angels?' In like manner we might ask them: Why was
it not archangels or cherubim or seraphim or dominions or
thrones or some other, but only elect angels that Paul mentioned? Because he makes no mention of them, are the
angels archangels, or are there only angels, and no seraphim
127 (continued)
descending from the Son by the will of the Father, who is apostrophized in
the following sentence. It is expounded along similar lines and at great length
by Didymus, de Sp.S.43-53. The author of de '[rin.et Sp.S.9 takes it with
Jeremiah 26 instead of Exodus 3317, to establish the association of IIveifp,a and
Kvetor;. cf. also de Inc. et c.Ar.17 and Cyril of Alexandria, de '[rin.VII.1104D.
8 1 brought you up ... : As Athanasius suggests by 'through all Scripture',
this is not so much a quotation as a reminiscence of two familiar Old Testament phrases. The first is found in a form very close to that used here, in
Leviticus 19s6, Judges 68, Hosea 13f. The second is taken almost verbatim
from Isaiah 448.
e Psalm 7720.
10 Psalm 78,s.
11 Psalm 13616.
11 mighty Moses: So frequently in Athanasius, e.g. c.Ar.II.51, 59, ad Drac.5,
etc. Likewise Didymus, de Sp.S.30 and de '[rin.II.629B.
18 Deuteronomy Iso.
131 make mention not 01 the Holy Spirit . .. : In various forms the argument
from the silence of Scripture was constantly pressed by the Pneumatomachi
against the divinity of the Spirit. cf. Didymus, de '[rin.II.729B, Dial.de '[rin.
III.9, 14, 15, etc., and the famous passage in Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.
25--8. The particular difficulty raised here is discussed in de '[rin.et Sp.S.3-5,
in connexion with a long list of passages that are held to mention the Father
and S6n and to ignore the Spirit. cf. also Ambrose, de Sp.S.I.32 and ps.Basil,
adfJ.Eun.V.744, etc.
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or cherubim or archangels or dominions or thrones or
principalities or any other? But this is to put the Apostle to
the question, why he wrote thus and not thus, and to be
ignorant 2 of the divine Scriptures, and therefore to err in
judgement of the truth. For behold! it is written in Isaiah:
'Come ye near unto me, and hear ye these things. From the
beginning I have not spoken in secret; where it was, there
was I. And now the Lord hath sent me, and his Spirit.'3 And
in Haggai: 'Yet now be strong, 0 Zerubbabel, saith the
Lord; and be strong, 0 Joshua, son of Josedech, the High
Priest, saith the Lord; and be strong all ye people of the
land, saith the Lord, and work; for I am with you, saith the
Lord of hosts ... and my Spirit abode among yoU.'4 In both
these prophets mention is made only of the Lord and the
Spirit. What will they say about this? Because Paul, after
mentioning Christ, passed over the Spirit and made mention
of the elect angels, they, for this reason, rank the Spirit
among the angels. But when they read these prophecies,
they must, to be consistent, speak yet more rashly concerning him who is passed over. If they are going to say that the
Lord is the Son, what will they say about the Father? If
they say he is the Father, what will they say about the Son?
The blasphemy which, according to them, must follow, does
not even bear thinking about. For either they must say of
the one passed over that he does not exist, or they must
number him among the creatures.
14. What will they sayl if they hear also the Lord saying:
'There was in a certain place 2 a judge who feared not God
132 to be ignorant: We may translate 'not to recognize the divine Scriptures',
i.e. not to acknowledge their divine authority. This would accord well with
the tone of the previous clause. But it is better to take dyvoeiv in its usual
sense, 'to be ignorant of', and to regard it as anticipating the list of passages
which begin in the next sentence. cf. de Dec.17, a similar context: .ij~ dA'YJOeta~
dyvwula )<:ai nov Oelwv remprov ibreLeta.
8 Isaiah 4816.
' Haggai 24-5.
141 What will they say . .. : cf. de 'Irin.et Sp.S.4: 'si audieritis ScripturaI
mentionem facientes Dei et Spiritus, quid eritis facturi?' Then follows a long
list of passages similar to those cited here. See also ps. Basil, adv.Eun.V.76IB.
2 in a certain place . .. : xwe~, read here by RSB, is not supported by any
New Testament authority. Its persistence in RS is particularly interesting.
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and regarded not man'3? Because, after God, he spoke of
man, is the Son that man whom the unjust judge did not
regard? Or because after God he spoke of man, does the
Son take third place, after man, and the Holy Spirit fourth?
What if they hear the Apostle saying once again in the same
epistle: 'I charge thee in the sight of God who quickeneth
all things, and of Jesus Christ who before Pontius Pilate
witnessed the good confession, that thou keep the commandment without spot, without reproach'? 4 Because he
here says nothing about angels and Spirit, are they in doubt
concerning the Spirit, whether he exists, and concerning the
angels, whether they exist? Yes, they are in doubt, until
practice has made them perfect in this evil-speaking against
the Spirit I If they hear Scripture saying in the book of
Exodus, 'And the people feared the Lord, and believed in
God and in Moses, his servant',5 are they going to include
Moses with God and think only of Moses, and not of the
Son, as coming after God? What if they hear also the patriarch Jacob blessing Joseph and saying: 'The God who hath
nourished me from my youth unto this day, the angel who
hath delivered me 6 from all evil, bless these lads' ? Because
after God he mentions an angel, is the angel before the Son,
or is the Son included among the angels? Yes I Once again,
they will think so, for their heart is corrupted! But the
Apostolic faith is not thus, nor can a Christian endure these
things for a moment. For the holy and blessed Triad is
indivisible and one in itself. When mention is made of the
Father,7 there is included also his Word, and the Spirit
148 L uke 182.
' 1 Timothy 613.
6 Exodus 1451.
e the angel who hath delivered me . .. " Genesis 4810-16. But in c.Ar.IILI2 he
allows this to refer to the Son. For his general doctrine on the subject, cf.
ibid.14.
7 When mention is made oj the Father . .. " What Athanasius says here is
repeated by later writers. Thus Didymus, de Sp.S.29: 'in nuncupatione Spiritus
etiam nomen Domini intelligi.' He returns to the point and works it out in
great detail from Scripture, de 'Trin.L3S6, etc. cf. also ibid.440B and II.S48c.
Others take it up in regard to baptism in the name of Christ only. So Basil,
de Sp.S.28: 1) yde Toif XeulToif neOC11')yoe(a Toif nandc; EaTIY 0/Ao).oy(a. See
also de 'Trin .et Sp.S.17 and Ambrose, de Sp.S.I.32. As Newman observes, on
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who is in the Son. If the Son is named, the Father is in the
Son, and the Spirit is not outside the Word. For there is
from the Father one grace which is fulfilled through the Son
in the Holy Spirit; and there is one divine nature, and one
God 'who is over all and through all and in all'.s Thus Paul
also, when he said, 'I charge thee before God and Jesus
Christ', 9 realized that the Spirit had not been divided from
the Son, but was himself in Christ, as the Son is in the
Father. But with them he appropriately introduced 10 the
elect angels; so that the disciple to whom he was speaking a
charge should obey his teacher's injunctions, inasmuch as
the guardians were there to witness what was said. For the
disciple knew, not only that what is spoken from God is said
through Christ in the Spirit, but also that the angels minister
to our affairs,ll overseeing 12 the deeds of each one. Or per147 (continued)

c.Ar.IIA1, what Athanasius says here must be distinguished from the argument, touched on in c.Ar.I.34 and fully stated by Hilary, de 1"rin.VII.3J, that
the existence of the Son is involved in the very term 'Father'. Here he goes
much farther. It follows from the unity of the holy Triad that the three Persons cannot even conceptually be dissociated. God is to be known only through
His self-manifestation, and that manifestation, as is all the divine activity, is
from the Father through the Son and in the Holy Spirit. Hence we can know
nothing of the Father, apart from the fact of His relationship with the Son
and the Spirit, which we do not know also of the other two Persons. The converse of this, that those predicates and titles which Scripture uses to distinguish the Father from the creatures and from the gods of heathenism, cannot
be held to distinguish Him from the Son, is argued in c.Ar.III.7-8. It is thus
entirely natural that Athanasius should choose this point to introduce what is
a main argument in these epistles, the unity of the divine eveeyeLa. The succession of sentences should be noticed here. Starting from the unity of the
Triad, we realize the necessary association of the Son and the Spirit in any
reference the Scriptures make to the Father. But this necessity itself springs
from the fact that God in the Scriptures speaks and acts always as one Being.
Finally, from this unity in activity we apprehend a unity of essence, one divine
nature (OeaT:T}r;). OeaT:T}r; is obviously generic here, as infra, in 32(146). cf. Basil,
Ep. clxxxix.8. Elsewhere he has it as a synonym for Oear;, e.g. c.Ar.I.21.
8 Ephesians 48.
t 1 Timothy 521.
10 he appropriately introduced: cf. Chrysostom, on the same passage: 'So
also we often call to witness the greater with the less.' He takes the point from
Basil (de Sp.S.29), who quotes Psalm 504 and Deuteronomy 426 to show that
inanimate objects are invoked in the same way.
n minister to our affairs: The guardianship of angels was a very ancient
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haps he here invokes angels to witness, because of those
'who always look upon 'the face of the Father who is in
heaven',l3 for the sake of the little ones in the Church14 ;
that the disciple, recognizing the people's guardians, should
not neglect the injunctions of the Apostle.
15. Such, it seems to me, is the meaning of the divine
oraclesl ; and it refutes the evil which these irrational men 2
speak against the Spirit. But they, persevering in their
antagonism to the truth, as you write, speak again, no
longer out of the Scriptures-they find nothing there-but
proclaiming 3out of the abundance of their own heart: 'If he
1411 (continued)

doctrine. cf. Hermas, Mand.vi.2, Justin Martyr, Apol.Sec.5, Athenagoras,
Leg.24. Origen received it, de Prin.I.viii.l, c.Cels.V.4, etc., and thence it
passed into the main stream of Eastern theology.
12 overseeing: Suggests that the angels not only exercise :ne611ota over our
lives, but record and observe our actions. Basil likewise explains the reference
to angels here as due to their association with Christ in the judgement. cf.
also his use of erpoeOt of the angels, Ep.ccxxxviii; also Gregory Nazianzen,
Orat.xlii,jin.
18 Matthew 1810.
14 the little ones in the Church: cf. Origen, de Prin.Il.x.7: 'Every believer,
even the humblest, is attended by an angel, who is declared to behold the
face of the Father in heaven.' See also c.Cels.VIIl.34.
151 the divine oracles: The argument enters a new stage here. Having disposed of the proof texts employed by the Tropici, Athanasius turns to an
objection based on the conception of relationship within the Godhead. To
this he devotes the next seven paragraphs, which are the core of the whole
treatise. Thus he reverses the order of treatment in c.Ar.I-IIl. There he deals
with the general objections raised by the Arians before he examines their
citations from the Bible. Here he states the objection, in 15; then criticizes
it as intrinsically absurd, based on a false conception of the Fatherhood in
God (16), and as an impertinent speculation (17-18). In the concluding
sections he suggests the lines along which a true doctrine of the Trinity should
be developed.
2 irrational men: nAoyot: In his earlier works Athanasius frequently refers to
the Arians thus, finding the term particularly appropriate because they
impute ciAoyla to God by denying the Word. cf. c.Ar.1.35: 'If they slanderously impute alteration to the Logos, let them learn how much their own
logos is in peril.' See Newman's note on de Dec.l and the examples he gives
there. The Tropici repudiated the doctrine but inherited the epithet.
S proclaiming: eeevy61-'81Iot, 'eructant,' Montfaucon, as also in coAr.IlLl,
where N ewman has 'vomit'. In view of the Scriptural associations of the word,
in Psalm 192 and Matthew 1336, it is very doubtful whether Athanasius meant
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is not a creature 4 nor one of the angels, but proceeds from
the Father, then he is himself also a son, and he and the
153 (continued)

it to bear this opprobrious sense. On the other hand, he must have intended
to strengthen the expression when he substituted this term for the Aaki of
Ecclesiastes 21~. A similar use is found in Didymus, de 'Trin.II .S48c . See also
i1Jfra IV.5,fin.(175). For the whole sentence cf. Didymus, de 'Trin.I.280A:
01 l-u:eo60~ot avcn:ijaw ano Teacpwv Ta Tijt; 8e1]a'ltdar; a'llTwv dnoeoiJvTEr;, .. .
6tacpoea aocptaf.'a7:a awrayina aV7:oir; 'lta'ltoTixvwr; 'ltal 'lta7:a nOAv f.'EAE7:1]8iV7:a neOflaAAovaw.

, If he is not a creature: The objection stated by Athanasius here is given
in a more scientific form by Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.7. Either the
Spirit is dyiwTJTOr; or else yEW1J7:or;. If He is dyiw1]7:or;, then there are two unoriginates (avaexa). If He is YEW1]7:0r;, then He is begotten either of the Father
or of the Son. If of the Father, then there are two sons. If of the Son, then we
have a 'grandson-god'. There is also the more succinct statement of Eunomius himself, as given by Basil, adv.Eun.III.6: ldv
'X7:wf.'a lcn:iv, o1i'ltoVv
yevvTJf.'a fj ayiW1J7:ov. Elr; 68 avaexor; BEOr; 'ltal aybv1]Tor;. O{J7:E f.'fJv ybv1]f.'a.
I t is a strong proof of the popular character of Tropicism that the argument
should have reached Athanasius in this form . For the difficulties connected
with the use of dyevv1]7:or; are obviously the foundation upon which it rests. The
reader should consult the examination of this term made by Prestige, G.P.'T.,
Chapter 2, and also Chapter 4, pp.151-4, and his articles in Journal ot 'Theological Studies, XXIV and XXXIV. The difficulty of describing the Spirit
as ayiwTJ7:or; was felt by Origen. cf. in Joh.II.10: Tep 6e
flOVA0f.'evrp TO /J.ywv
IIvEiJf.'a &a 7:oiJ Xeta7:oiJ YEyovevat, mE7:at TO aybv1]Tov alho UYEW, it being
assumed that He cannot be a son; and even more clearly in de Prin.Praet.4:
'in hoc non illm manifeste discernitur utrum natus an innatus (factus an intectus,
Jerome, ad Aflit.2), flel filius etiam ipse Dei habendus sit necne.' The twentieth
anathema of the first confession of Sirmium, in 351, de Syn.27, expressly forbids its use in connexion with the Spirit. Nor was the difficulty resolved by
the drawing of a clear distinction between ayiWTJTOr; and dyivT]Tor;, for both
yiwTJf.'a and YEVTJ7:DV are inapplicable to the Spirit. Dr. Prestige, indeed, in
J.'T.S. XXXIV.264, says that dyiw1']7:or; was later employed of the Spirit 'as a
purely privative term'. But it seems to have remained repugnant to Catholics,
in this context, throughout the fourth century. Athanasius never so uses it.
Even when faced with the syllogism of Eunomius, Basil expressly disavows it.
Didymus refers to the Spirit as dvaexwc; l'ltnoew8ev (de 'Trin.II.448c and
673B), and even as avaexov (513B), Qvaexor; BEDr; (641B), and dyivT]7:or; BEDr;
(748A); but not as ayevvTJ7:or;. Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.8, contrasts
the l'ltnDeEVatr; of the Spirit, no less than the ybv1]cnc; of the Son, with the
dYEW1Jala of the Father. cf. also Augustine, de 'Trin.XV.xxvi.47. From the
rejection of the term in its wider sense, the Eunomians urged the adoption of
its opposite in its stricter sense. The result was to exclude any mode of existence within the Godhead other than that of Father and Son. See Newman's
note on de Syn.27. But he does not do justice to the objection when he calls it
'a device of the later Macedonians'. There can be no doubt from Didymus, de
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Word are two brothers. And if he is a brother, how is the
Word only begotten? 5 How is it then that they are not
equal, 6 but the one is named after the Father, and the other
after the Son? How, if he is from the Father, is he not also
said to be begotten or called son, but just Holy Spirit? But
if the Spirit is of the Son, 7 then the Father is the Spirit's
154 (continued)
'Trin.IIA92c and ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.I.l that the Macedonians pressed it.
But its history had been long and even respectable. Moreover, the necessity of
finding a different category for the Spirit came home with particular urgency
to people who, like the Tropici, were influenced by the teaching of Asterius.
For Asterius had insisted that the Son, inasmuch as He is pOllO'J'E'II~r;, is the sole
direct YE'll1}T611 of the Father. See Intro.IV(42).
5 only begotten: cf. Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Eull. II.S57: oiJTe T41 YlrfJ aV1Je~U1ovpE'llor;, POlloYE'llTJr; ycfe EaTW 6 Y[o~, O1Meva exwlI 6pO'J'E'IIij. But, as Didymus
points out (de 'Trill.II.447c), pOlloyE'll~r; implies not only that the Sonis unique,
but also that He is begotten; and thus sufficiently distinguishes the Spirit
from the Son. See also Dial.de 'Trin.III.4. Later Macedonian criticism was
concentrated against the reality of the distinction between yevV1Ja~ and
ben6ewaLr;. Didymus, loc.cit., declares it to be a mystery beyond the knowledge of angels.
e that they are not equal: Whatever the nature of Athanasius's information
about the Tropici, the terms in which this question is stated are not his. His
concern is not so much with the equality of the three Persons in the Godhead
as with their unity. In setting out their relationship he rarely uses iaor;; no
doubt for the same reason that he generally scouts the use of lJpowr;, because
it suggests that the divine nature is possessed by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
as an attribute which can be weighed and compared, whereas God is beyond
comparison (c.Ar.I.57): eear; pev dcrVYXe'T6v EaTLlI neiiypa. When icror; does
occur, it is generally suggested by Scripture, e.g. c.Ar.I.41, de SynA9; or else
it corrects a possible misapprehension, as in c.Ar.I.50, where he quotes John
202~, etc., over against Matthew 123~, to show that the Son is not less than, but
equal to, the Spirit. cf. Quic.dix.l0. On the other hand, later Pneumatomachi
argued the inferiority of the Spirit from the fact that in the baptismal formula
He is after the Son. See Basil, de Sp.SAI-7, and Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.
=xi.17-20. This passage might appear to suggest that a similar line of argument was current among the Tropici. Athanasius is not unaware that such
deductions can be drawn, as we see from IV.5(185). But he nowhere deals with
vnaetBp1}a~ as do Basil, Gregory N azianzen, and Didymus. These words here
are no more than a general reflection of that traditional subordinationism to
which Eunomius gave an Anomoean application. cf. his own words, apud
Basil, adv.Eun.III.l: TelT01I am-a d~t(bpan xalTcf~Et paB6ner;, TelTOll Elllat xal
Tfi fjfVcrEt nEn£aTWxapE'll.
7
the Son: The omission of ex here is surely in deliberate cqntrast with
ex TOV IIaTe6r; above. cf. supra on 2(65). It is not suggested that Catholics
would say that the Spirit is lx Toil Yioii, but that they might put Him in a
s .A·-7

at
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grandfather.' Thus the wretches make mock,s like busybodies desiring to 'search the deep things of God' which 'no
one knows but the Spirit of God', 9 against whom they speak
evil. We ought therefore to answer them no more, but, in
accordance with the Apostle's precept/a after the warning
they have had from what has been said already, to shun them
as heretics; or else to ask them questions on a level with
those they ask, and to demand an answer from them such
as they demand from us.u Let them tell us then: whether
the Father is from a Father12 ; whether another has been
begotten with him, so that they are brothers from the one
father; what are the names of these13 ; who is the father and
157 (continued)

relation of so close dependence as to make possible the conclusion that His'
ytVV1)(]L~ is from the Son.
S make mock: Montfaucon translates 'cavillando eJfutiunt'; as though the
participle, nt(,!Lt(,!yuC6!-,cvOL, expressed the principal idea of the sentence as in
Acts 1216 (cf. Sophocles, Oedipus Col.103S and the other examples Jebb gives
in his note there). But the connexion between nt(,!Lt(,!yuC6!-,cvOL and Ot;'OVTt~
is very close, and it is better to take them in conjunction. nt(,!Lt(,!yuC6/-ltVoL can
then bear its usual sense in Athanasius, as infra 17(105), c...1r.I.24, 29, etc.,
'inquiring out of idle and impertinent curiosity,' derived from 2 Thessalonians 311.
B 1 Corinthians 210-11.
10 the ..1postle's precept: i.e. Titus 310, which he again invokes, infra IV.l (179),
ad ..1delph.2, ad Max.1.
11 as they demand from us: i.e. to force from them the same kind of contradictory answer which their questions were calculated to exact from the
orthodox.
12 whether the Father is from a Father: If the analogy of human relationships
is to be applied in this indiscriminate fashion to the Spirit and the Son, it
must also be applied to the Father. So, c...1r.I.22, init., he answers the argument that if the Son is in the Father's image He must resemble Him in being
a father: 'Let him, therefore, who asks why the Son is not to beget a son,
inquire why the Father had not a father.' It is a favourite device with
Athanasius to apply to the Father questions his opponents ask concerning the
Son. cf. ibid.25, III.63.
. 13 what are the names of these ... : TovTOt~ ••• TOVTOV •.• ~ci"elvwv . ...
There can be little doubt that this, the reading of RSB, is to be followed here,
nor should it offer any difficulties. TOVTOL~ refers to both the hypothetical
persons, the Father's father and His brother; TOVTOV to the first of these only.
E~elVWV then may be taken either simply to stand for av-rwv, as in 2 Corinthians S9 and Titus 37, or else, in contrast with ToVTWV, to refer to the 'father
and grandfather'.
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the grandfather of this father; and who are their ancestors.
But they will say there are none. How then, let them tell us,
is he a Father who is not himself begotten of a father?
Or how could he have a Son who was not first begotten a
son? I know the interrogation is impious. a But when they
make mock of such things, it is right to maKe mock of them,
that even from such absurd and impious interrogation they
may be able to perceive their own folly. For it is not so. God
forbid! Nor is it fitting to ask such questions about the
Godhead. For God is not as man, that we should dare to ask
human questions 16 about him.
16. We ought therefore, as I said before, to be silent on
these matters and to disregard 1 these people. But lest our
silence should furnish an excuse for their effrontery, let
them listen. Just as we cannot ascribe a father to the Father,
so neither can we ascribe a brother to the Son. 2 Other than
1514 the interrogation is impious: We find similar apologetic disclaimers in
c.Ar.L25 and IIL63. cf. also Quic.dix.7 and the references given by Newman
in his note on c.Ar.L25. Also Didymus, de 'Trin.L400B, II.477c, and Basil,
adfl.Eun.lL33.
16 human questions: cf. c.Ar.L15: :m:(!L TOV aC1w!-Ichov Ta aWW1.TWV lvOv!-IovW>VOt. So it is the answer of Didymus that such terms as brother and
grandson are 'corporum nomina et imbecillitatis humanae vocabula', de Sp.S.62.
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.7, charges his opponents with being Mav
'PtAOaw!-IaTot, and argues that it is not necessary, because the term 'son' is
used: Ta~ "clTW "A1jaEt~ "aL Tij, "'!-IETE(!a, aVYYEvela, !-IETarpE(!EW br-I TO IJEiov.
It is lawful to use the analogy of human and purely material relationships
to express the mystery of God. See further intra on 19(108:ff.). But Athanasius
recognizes two limitations to this use. Firstly, the various analogies are to
be checked one by the other. So, c.Ar.l.28, he defines the Sonship of Christ
from His being called also Word of God. Secondly, the scope of these analogies is to be determined by Scripture. The terms 'brother' and 'grandfather'
belong to the cycle of human relationships no less than 'father' and 'son'. But
Scripture ignores the former and adopts the latter. See intra 16jin.(103); and,
even more emphatically, IV.5(186): 'The disciples did not hear, Into the name
of the grandfather. . . .'
161. disregard: This is not the usual sense of 1r.(!oC11r.otEialJm in Athanasius.
But cf. Plotinus, Enn.VLiii.8, TO 6~ rov aVy"EtTat !-If} 1r.(!Oa1r.otE'ialJat, and also
ibid.19 and i.!.
2 neither can we ascribe a brother to the Son: As Revelation guarantees the
uniqueness of the Father by insisting that God is one, so it also guarantees
the uniqueness of the Son by insisting that He is only-begotten. If the human
analogy may not be pressed to the denial of the one, it may not be pressed
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·the Father, as we have written already, there is no God 3 ;
there is no other Son than the Son, for he is only begotten.
Hence the Father, being One and Only, is Father of a Son
162 (continued)
to the denial of the other. It is to be observed that Athanasius meets the
objection of the Tropici by showing that it is inconsistent with what we
know of the Son. The Son cannot have a brother, and therefore, a fortiori,
the Spirit cannot be a son. The Son cannot be a father, therefore the Spirit
cannot be a grandson. This line of thought undoubtedly disposes of the
immediate difficulty. But it has this defect that, starting from a consideration
of the Son rather than of the Spirit Himself, it supplies us with no positive
conception of the Spirit's place within the divine life. It leaves us with a
series of negatives, 'not brother', 'not son', 'not creature'. See infra on 17(104).
For Athanasius it is not the mode of the Spirit'S existence that is in question,
but what it is that exists, whether creature or God. The answer to the second
question does not depend, as the Tropici would have it depend, on the answer
to the first. The Godhead, as Didymus replied to the Macedonians, de (Irin.
II.492c, inheres in the nature and not in the relationship. See also ps.
Athanasius, c.Mac.I.!.
8 Other than the Father . .. no God: Athanasius might perhaps have made
his point more clearly had he written [[aTiJ(! for @e6, here. But to postulate
two fathers would, in effect, be to postulate two gods; for it is the distinctive
property of the Father, qua Father, that He is aeXI] of the divine life which
is in the Son and the Spirit. Hence he adds here 'as we have written already',
in reference to the argument at the end of supra IS(98f.). To suppose that the
Father could have a father is virtually to deny that He is Father; for aYEPVrJata
is the distinctive property of the divine Fatherhood. Thus there is no inconsistency in associating the title 'God' peculiarly with the First Person in the
Trinity. So, intra 32(146), he speaks of the Spirit as being 'proper to the Word
and to the Godhead of the Father'; and in III.6(176) of the Godhead: 'which
is recognized as from the Father'; and a little farther on, in 7, of 'one God,
the Father'. The Son and the Spirit are the 'participate' of His nature;
c.Ar.I.lS, of the Son, el<. Tij, oVata, TOiJ [[aTe~ ean TO ",ETex6",eVov. Likewise, ibid. 58, on John 1428, he acknowledges that the Father is greater than
the Son: ov ",eyiBu nvi ov~tl xe6vcp, dA.i.u &u T?]V e~ aVToiJ TOiJ [[aTea,
yiw1Jaw. In all this Athanasius is only using the language of the Nicene
Creed. It is interesting to observe that Apollinarius, who shows a very clear
appreciation of the characteristic Athanasian doctrine, insists upon the validity of such expressions. cf. his KaTu Meeo, [[taT!, iii, on 1 Corinthians 86:
clJaTe yvwet1,;eaBw ",tlv 1] v:n6aTaat, ToV [[aTeO, Tf/ TOiJ @eoiJ :neoa1Jyoe[~, "'TJ
&aTET"'I]a8w ~e Tam1J, 6 yto, £0, Q)v l" @eoiJ. But it is not his usual practice. More characteristic is the passage in c.Ar.III.9, where he insists that the
Son can be called first as truly as the Father. The divine unity, for Athanasius,
is most truly.expressed, not in the fact that the Son and Spirit derive their
Godhead from the Father, but that each Person is in the others. cf. Prestige,
G.P!I.233: 'the three Persons no longer lead back to a unity that is primarily
found in one Person; they are in a real sense one in themselves.'
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who is One and Only; and in the Godhead alone 4 the term
'Father' and the term 'Son' keep to their meaning and are
ever thus. For with men, if a man is called a father, he is,
notwithstanding, another man's son; and if he is called a
son, he is, notwithstanding, another man's father. So that
with men the names 'father' and 'son' are not kept to their
strict meaning.a Abraham, for example, being Nahor's son,6
16' in the Godhead alone: cf. c.Ar.I.21: &0 ovae ecn:w f:v Toi, TOWVTOt, (i.e.
creatures), xv(]lw, :naT-y)(] xal XV(]{w, YIO" ov6e §cn:TJ"SV e:n' aVTWV TO,
'IIaT-Y)(],' xal TO, YL6,. The relation of Father and Son in the Trinity, being
outside time, is absolute. It is fact rather than act, and therefore is not to be
thought of as the transmission of something which has been received and may
be again transmitted. Thus, as we have already seen, to say that the Father is
Father is not only to say that He begets a Son; it also carries with it the implication that He is not son. And to say of the Son that He is Son involves that
He is not father. cf. c.Ar.III.4 and 11. So Didymus, de 'Trin.II.552A, calls
Him 'Son and not Father, uncreated by nature, by reason of His being truly
begotten but not begetting'. In de Dec.l0-12 Athanasius draws out in detail
this distinction between generation in God and in man. Man begets, in
accordance with the nature of bodies, by emanation and partition, many sons.
God, being without parts, begets without partition or passion (d,1e(]tcn:w,
xal Maf)?7,), one only Son, whose unique generation is expressed in the title,
Word of God. Human generation is in time; divine generation is beyond time,
and not to be understood save by means of similes and analogies. The substance of this passage is reproduced, in more or less detail, in all his later
references to the subject; as in c.Ar.I.14-16, 21, 28, de Syn.41, 51, and the
summary of this present passage, infra IV.6(IS?).
5 to their strict meaning: ~(]{w,. It is applied by Aristotle, Met.V.I015A.14,
to words used in the ordinary and everyday sense, as opposed to metaphors,
which he characterizes by the term T(]Om"w,. From this the Fathers used it to
signify a real, but not necessarily a literal, meaning, as opposed to one that is
merely nominal or analogous. Thus Didymus, de'Trin.II.648A, says that we are
the temple of God: OVTe "af)' 6p,wvvp,{av ij C1Vvwvvp,tav,oine "aT' dAA.TJyo(]lav,
olhe "aTa p,e-ra<pO(]all ... dA.,1.a XV(]{W, "al xaT' dA.'ljf)etav. Basil, adv.Eun.II.
24, uses it, as here, of God, who is xv(]lw, "al :n(]0C1TJ,,6vTW, IIaT'Ij(], if the
Fatherhood be conceived as relation (OlxetWC1t,), but T(]OmXW, and l"
p,e-rarpo(]ii" if as passion. But Basil can none the less use it of our sonship in
Christ, adv.Eun.I1.23, inasmuch as that sonship also has validity and reality.
Here, however, and in c.Ar.1.2I, Athanasius uses it of the divine Fatherhood
and Sonship in contrast with all other; as it is apparently used by Justin
Martyr, Apol.Sec.6, 6 p,Ovo, kyop,svo, ~(]lw, YL6,. (But xv(]lw, there may
mean 'in the sense of Lord'.) Hence it might almost be translated 'absolutely'.
It should be noticed that to Athanasius the terms 'Father' and 'Son' are not
merely symbolical or pictorial. The same is true in some measure of all the
titles and images which Scripture uses of Him. In employing them we are not
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is Isaac's father; and Isaac, being Abraham's son, is Jacob's
father. And so it is by the nature of men. For they are parts
of one another; and each, when he is begotten, receives a
part of his father, that he may himself become father of
another. But with the Godhead it is not so. For God is not as
man, nor is his nature divided. Hence he does not, by division of himself, 7 beget a son, so that he may himself become
fatherS to another; for he himself is not from a father. Nor is
the Son a part of the Father. Hence he does not beget as he
himself has been begotten, but is whole image and radiance
of the whole. 9 And in the Godhead alone, the Father is a
165 (continued)
attempting to express the divine in terms of the human and material. Indeed,
when we use these terms to denote human and physical relationships, we are
applying on the plane of time and matter concepts which are only finally
relevant in the divine life. This interesting legacy of Platonism is well set out,
c.Ar.1.23 : 'For God does not make man His pattern; but rather we men, for
that God is alone properly and truly Father of His SOD, are also called fathers
of our own children. For of Him "is every fatherhood in heaven and earth
named".' cf. also Newman's note on de Dec.ll and the references there, and
Le Quien's note on John of Damascus, de Fide Orth.I.820A.
8 N ahor's son: The reading of RSB is confirmed by its repetition, infra
IV.6(IS').
7 by division of himself: The notion that the Son is a part of the Father,
produced by a division of the divine essence, was denounced by Arius in his
letter to Alexander (de Syn.16). He associates it with Hieracas and the
Manichees. Though he never makes the point, Athanasius in fact retorts the
Arians' censure upon themselves. By applying to God the language proper
only to human generation, they treat the divine nature as though it were
something physical, just as do the Manichees.
8 that he may himself become father: That is, of course, the son. " at ath-a, ...
tJ-YJ " am-o, here refer respectively to that son and to the Father. For av't6, used
of different subjects in the same sentence, see Mark 9~7-6 and Acts 8~.
8 whole image and radiance of the whole: So, c.Ar.II .3S, the Son is YEWYJtJ-a
'tEAetov e" u ),elov, and ibid.III.6, {]),o, "at 7/:A1jeYJ, (ge6, , and de Inc.17,
8),0, ev 'tIP IJa'tet. cf. Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxx.20, 8),01' {]),ov 't1l7/:01'. As
in c.Ar.I.2 2, Athanasius here corrects the Arians' misuse of the analogy of
human generation from the concept of image. For the conjunction of el"ci;v
and dnatiyaatJ-a, see infra 19(109f.). But the second term here adds little to the
first. The reiteration 8Aa, .. . {]),OV signifies the perfection and totality of the
image in contrast with the p.eetCOtJ-EVYJ qnJatr; of men. The Son is not a picture
of the Father projected or emanat ed from Him. He is the perfect expression
of all that God is. As the use of {]).o, excludes the notion of partiality and
defect, so the term e[)eci;v involves the unity of the Son with the Father and
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father in the strict sense, and the Son a son in the strict
sense; and of these it holds good that the Father is ever
Father and the Son ever Son. As the Father could never be
son, so neither could the Son be a father. As the Father will
never cease to be Only Father, so the Son will never cease to
be Only Son. By all accounts then, it is madness to envisage
a brother to the Son, or to ascribe to the Father the name of
grandfather. For the Spirit is not given the name of son in
the Scriptures, lest he be taken for a brother; nor son of the
Son, lest the Father be thought to be a grandfather. But the
Son is called Son of the Father, and the Spirit of the Father
is called Spirit of the Son.IO Thus the Godhead of the Holy
Triad and faith therein 11 is one.
17. For this reason I ~oo, it is madness 2 to call him a
creature. If he were a creature, he would not be ranked with
the Triad. For the whole Triad is one God. It is enough to
know 3 that the Spirit is not a creature,' nor is he numbered
168 (continued)
His inherence in Him. Athanasius is careful to distinguish his use of this
analogy from the sense in which the Arians used it, that of the delineation or
reproduction of an original. cf. c.Ar.1.20-1 : 'God's image is not penned from
without,' and (of the Arians), ' ... sooner than confess that the Son is the
Father's image, they conceive material and earthly ideas concerning the
Father, ascribing to Him severings and effiuences and influences.' cf. also
Gregory N azianzen, Orat.xxx.20: el"wv w~ OP,OOV(1Lov.
10 the Spirit of the Father . .. Spirit of the Son: The reading of BA as opposed
to the simplified reading of RS which omits .oV YLOV. This undoubtedly
corresponds in form with the previous clause, but that of BA is in fuller
accord with the line of these letters.
11 faith therein: See infra on 30(141), where the unity of the Christian faith
and the singularity of baptism is related to the unity of God.
171 For this reason: Having dealt with the objection, Athanasius turns to
the contention it was intended to establish. It is no less madness to call the
Spirit a creature than to call Him a son . • Ov.o at the beginning of a section
generally refers to the subsequent argument, as in 26, 27, and r1.3. Here,
however, cnl"oVv makes it clear that it looks back to the conclusion already
reached at the end of 16, the unity of the Triad, which is the subject of the
ensuing sections.
I madnf!ss: Takes up the p,avla liea of the last sentence but one. Athanasius
regularly describes the opinions of his opponents in this way. cf. Apol.6, 49,
de Sent.Dion.25, 26, c.Ar.I.l, etc.
8 It is enough to know: i.e. in contrast with the impertinent speculations of
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with the things that are made. For nothing foreign is mixed
with the Triad; it is indivisible and consistent.5 These
things are sufficient for the faithful. Thus far human knowledge goes. Here the cherubim spread the covering of their
wings. He who seeks and would inquire into what lies
beyond these things disobeys him who said: 'Be not wise
in many things, lest thou be confounded.'6 For the things
that have been handed down by faith 7 ought not to be

(

173 (continued)
the Tropici. It is not necessary to know the mode of the Spirit's existence,
but only that His existence is not creaturely.
, not a creature: This denial carries with it the positive affirmation that the
Spirit is Idtov TOU Beou, and Athanasius generally couples some such statement
~ith the negative, e.g. infra 21 (119), 25(128),26(129),32(146). Buttheemphasis
upon the negative both here and elsewhere is significant. It shows clearly
the positive character of the heresy he is opposing, in contrast with the
ambiguity of the later Macedonians; and also the prudent restraint of
Athanasius. No one can doubt that his own conviction embraced the essential
Godhead of the Spirit, and he does not hesitate to apply to Him the decisive
term, o",ooVa£o~ , infra 27(133) and IIU (171). But he is content with any statement which will safeguard the unity of the Godhead and the reality of the
divine Sonship. This attitude is reflected in the language of <['omus ad Antiochenos, in which the decisions of the Council of Alexandria were formulated,
in 362. cf. especially 5, where the Spirit is confessed to be, 'not a creature,
nor external, but proper to and inseparable from the essence of the Father
and the Son'. See also ad 7o'U.1, 4. It was through the decisions ofthis council
that the language and thought of Athanasius concerning the Spirit first
influenced Basil and the later controversialists in Asia and Pontus. cf. Basil,
Ep.xxv, cxiii, cxiv, and especially the confession of Eustathius, cxxv.3: 'They
must anathematize all who call the Holy Spirit a creature . . . and who
alienate Him from the blessed, divine nature.'
J consistent-o",ota eamfj. Athanasius makes use of this phrase only here and
infra 28(135). In both places it is used, not so much for its adequacy to express
the unity of God as to exclude its opposite, dv6",o£o~ ea1J1:fj, which is how the
Tropici must describe the Trinity, if they are to be consistent. See infra on
30, init.(140), 1j aVTr; o~aa eavTfj, which much better accords with Athanasius's doctrine.
• Ecclesiastes 715.
7 handed down by faith: Ta yae nta-rE£ naeaooOevra must not be taken as if
it were equivalent to 1j nla-r£~ naeaooOEiaa of Judea. The dative is instrumental: faith is the means whereby the deposit is delivered to us. So, infra
20(114), he says the Godhead is not 'traditioned' by demonstration in words,
but in faith. Hence iv dxofi nta-rEO)~ here retains its original Pauline sense,
Galatians 32, the hearing that makes for faith, as opposed to the rationalism of
the Eunornians who rejected all mystery; and not 'obedience to the faith', as
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measured by human wisdom, but by the hearing of faith.
What speech shall be able worthily to interpret the things
that surpass originated nature? Or what hearing is able to
understand things it is not lawful for men either to hear or to
utter? For that is how Paul spoke of what he heard; but of
God himself, 'How are his ways past tracing out I', and,
'Who hath known the mind of the Lord and who hath been
his counsellor ?'8 Abraham was not a busybody, nor did he
question him who spoke, but believed and 'it was counted
to him for.righteousness'.9 Thus Moses was called 'a faithful
servant' .10 But if the disciples of Arius, because wisdom will
not enter their deceitful hearts, are not able intelligently to
believe l l in the indivisible and holy Triad, let them not on
that account pervert the truth as well, neither let them say
that what they cannot understand cannot be true. 12 They
have put themselves in an absurd position. Because they
cannot understand how the holy Triad is indivisible, the
Arians make the Son one with the creation, and the Tropici,
for their part, number the Spirit with the creatures. It
would be better for them either to say nothing at all IS in
177 (continued)
in 1 Samuel 1522. For Athanasius's conception of the naea00<11" see int.,a on
28 init.(133f.).
8 Romans 1188-4.
0 Romans 4,.
10 Hebrews 36.
11 intelligently to believe: A recognition, unfortunately rare in Athanasius,
that his opponents may really feel the force of the arguments they raise. His
more usual attitude is to be found in such passages as c.A.,.1.14: 'This is not
an objection of men really ignorant, for they comprehend how the truth lies.'
12 cannot be t.,ue: cf. intra H.1 (151): 'as though nothing can be unless they
understand it.'
18 either to say nothing at all: cf. c.A.,.H.36: 'Nor, if anyone is perplexed
in such inquiries, ought he to disbelieve what is written. For it is better in
perplexity to be silent and believe, than to disbelieve on account of the perplexity. For he who is perplexed may in some way obtain mercy, because,
though he has questioned, he has yet kept quiet. But when a man is led by
his perplexity into forming for himself doctrines which beseem not and utters
what is unworthy of God, such daring incurs a sentence without mercy.' In
the present passage, however, two alternatives are offered to the Arians and
Tropici. Either let them say nothing (cf. Basil, de Sp.S.44: <11wnfj Tlp.aafJw Ta
aeeflTa), and not presume to think for themselves, taking their places with the
dxtemol and adopting a simple and uncritical faith-Or, if they must teach,
let them defer to the authority of Scripture (btlYWW<1XEIV, as in 1 Corinthians
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their in comprehension, the Arians not ranking the Son with
the creatures nor the Tropici the Spirit; or else to acknowledge what is written, and join the Son to the Father and not
divide the Spirit from the Son-so that the Holy Triad may
still be rightly characterized as indivisible and of one nature.
Having learned these truths, they ought not to be so bold
as to ask doubting, how these things could be; lest, even if
he whom they question14 be at a loss for words, of their own
accord they think out false notions 15 for themselves. For all
created beings, and especially we who are men, find it impossible to speak adequately concerning the things that are
ineffable. All the more presumptuous, then, if, when we
cannot speak, we devise for these subjects strange forms of
expression other than those in the Scriptures. Above all is
this present attempt madness, both on the part of him who
asks and of him who so much as thinks of answering. For
he who asked such questions even about originated things
would not be regarded as of sound mind.
18. Let them presume to tell us, as they have a glib
answer 1 to everything, how the heavens were formed,2 and
from what material, and what is their composition; and
likewise of the sun and each of the stars. Small wonder if we
1718 (C01~tin1ted)

161S) and dismiss their difficulties in face of the unequivocal testimony it bears
to the unity of the holy Triad.
14 roen if he whom they question: lva "liv 0 eewTwp.eJJor;. The significance of
"QV here is shown by the emphatic am-ol ... eafJToir; in the final clause. If no
one will do it for them, they will do it for themselves.
11 false notions: "axovotCl{;, 'prafJos sensus', Montfaucon. It retains its suggestion of moral quality, notions that are not merely false, but perverse.
lS1 a glib answer: cf. Apol.37, c.Ar.1.33, de Syn.39, and infra IV.3(183).
Also Basil, Ep.li: W Tijr; dvawelar; TWV :naVTa qiJeyyop.E:vwv eat5lwr;.
2 how the heafJens were formed: So likewise, in the same argument, Basil, adfJ.
Eun.III.6, and Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.=i.S, challenge their adversaries
to elucidate the mysteries of nature before attempting to explain those of
God. cf. also Gregory of Nyssa, adfJ.Eun.X.S2SA, where he invites Eunomius
to interpret TO p.'''e6TaTOV TWV :neorpaLlJop.E:vwv. Athanasius takes up the point
again against the Arians, infra II.1(151). cf. also Irenaeus, Haer.II.xxviii.2:
'There is no cause for wonder if that is the case with us as respects things
spiritual and heavenly and such as require to be made known by revelation,
since many of the things that lie at our very feet transcend our knowledge.'
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expose their folly by referring to the things above US, 3 when
we do not understand the 'how' of the nature of the trees
here below, 4 of 'the gathering together of the waters', and of
the fashioning and forming of living things. But they could
not tell us. For even Solomon, who had a far greater share of
wisdom than any, saw that it was impossible for men to find
out about these things, and said: 'He hath set eternity
within their heart, yet so that man cannot find out the work
that God hath done from the beginning even to the end.'6
Because they cannot find out, do they admit 6 that these things
do not exist? Yes, they will admit it, for their understanding
is corrupted. 7 Wherefore we might reasonably ask them:
'You who are without sense and in all things reckless, why
do you not the rather cease your impertinent inquiries about
the holy Triad, and only believe 8 that it exists? You have the
Apostle as your teacher for this, when he says: "It is necessary first to believe on God that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that seek after him."9 He did not say,
"how he is," but only, "that he is".' But if they are not overwhelmed by this, let them say how the Father is, that so
183 the things abofJe us: i" uiJv ImEe'Xetllf.vooV. cf. Gregory of Nyssa, adfJ.
Eun.X. 828c: 1l~1:E 1:WO, 1:WV ne6aoo, 1l~1:E 1:WV vnEe "EfPaAijc; ecpt"EiuOat.
, of the nature of the trees her!! below: At first sight this expression seems very
strange, and one is tempted to emend to {JAooV. But the whole passage is reminiscent of Genesis 1 and 2. cf. in addition to ho, from which the next
phrase is taken, 219. So he may well have had in mind the various ;VAa of 29:
niiv ;VAOV weaiov El, oeaaw "ai "aAov El, f3ewaw • "ai 1:0 ;VAOV 1:ij, Cooij, ...
"ai 1:0 ;VAOV 1:oil Eioevat. . . .
6 Ecclesiastes 3u.
6 do they admit . .. : 'contendunt non existere,' Montfaucon. In spite of the
somewhat forced interpretation it attaches to 0lloAoyoilat, this is probably
correct. It would be possible to translate: 'Do they not admit that these
things exist1' But such an admission scarcely calls for the comment that their
minds are corrupted! Moreover, Montfaucon's rendering gives a greater force
to IliiJ.AOV in the following sentence. Rather than be forced by the logic of
their position into so absurd an admission, let them abandon their speculations.
7 corrupted: cf. supra 14(93) and ad Adclph.l, init.
8 only beliefJe: So also Basil, Ep.ccxxxiv.2, likewise on Hebrews 116: 'The
object of our worship is not that of which we comprehend the essence, but
of which we comprehend that the essence exists.' cf. adfJ.Eun.I.I4, and ps.
Basil, adfJ.Eun.V.752c.
9 Hebrews 116.
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they may learn how his Word is. But it is absurd, they will
say, to ask such questions about the Father. 1o Let them hear,
then, that it is also absurd to ask them concerning his Word.
19. Since, therefore, such an attempt is futile madness,
nay, more than madness !, let no one ask such questions any
more, or else l let him learn only that which is in the Scriptures.' For the ilIustrations 3 they contain which bear upon
1810 about the Father: cf. Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat.XI.19: 'Tell me first what
He is who begat, and then learn that which He begat; but if thou canst not
conceive the nature of Him who hath begotten, search not curiously into the
manner of that which is begotten.' Also Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.8:
elnE uv T~V dyt:vv1Julav TOV' IIaTeor;, "dyw T~V yt:VVT]ulv ToV' YEaV' cpvu£oAoyrjUw,
"ai T~ E1t:1t6ewuw Toil IIvf:I5l-'aTor;.

191 or else: i.e. if they persist in asking questions. There is no need to impart
an adversative sense to 1/, as Montfaucon does by translating 'sed ea tantum'.
• in the ScriptureJ: from the exclusive misuse of one particular analogy,
Athanasius turns to other analogies found in Scripture. So elsewhere, de Dec.
12 and c.Ar.1.27, he has already used these sinilles of fountain and stream, of
light and radiance, to guard the title of Son from improper inferences drawn
from human generation.
s illustrations: naeat5eiYl-'aTa, a philosophical term, used by Plato of the ideas
or forms considered as exemplars of material things, e.g. ParmenideJ 132D.
Aristotle has it in the same sense, e.g. Met.1.991.a.20, etc. But he also uses it
of the establishment of a truth as to one particular from its truth as to
another, analogous, particular. For its use as 'instance' or 'precedent',
cf. the examples in LS and Y.G.'I. Following earlier writers, notably
Origen and Eusebius, Athanasius regularly uses it of those material
analogies, sanctioned by Scripture, through which we may apprehend and
express the truth concerning the divine nature. In de Dec.12 he calls them
el,,6va TlVcl •.• l" TWV oewl-'I:vwv. Of the two employed here, that of the
light and its radiance goes back to Tatian (see note infra, 109£.). It is by far the
most important of all such illustrations used by the Fathers, and Prestige,
G.P.'I.214, justly calls it 'the traditional way of expressing the divine unity'.
We first find it in association with the other, that of the fountain and stream,
in Hippolytus, adfJ.Noet.l1: 'Light from light, water from fountain, ray from
sun.' Origen, de Prin.l.iiA-12, discusses a large number of these naealJt:iYl-'aTa,
derived from Hebrews Is and Wisdom 72~. See also the fragment apud
Athanasius, de Dec.27. As the great Trinitarian controversy began to take
shape, interest in them was naturally intensified. We find them used over
and over again to express the eternal and impartitive character of the divine
Sonship. Thus Theognostus (apud Athanasius, de Dec.2S) describes Christ's
generation as 'the radiance of light and the vapour of water'; Dionysius of
Alexandria (apud Athanasius, de Sent.Dion.18): 'Life was begotten of life and
flowed as river from a well, and of light unquenchable bright light was
kindled.' See also ibid. 15. Lactantius, Inst.iv.29: 'The Father an overflowing
fountain, the Son a stream; the Father like the sun, and the Son as it were
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this subject are sufficient and suitable.' The Father is called
fountain and light: 'They have forsaken me,' it says, 'the
fountain 5 of living water'; and again in Baruch, 'Why, 0
Israel, art thou in the land of thine enemies? Thou hast forsaken the fountain of wisdom'; and, according to John:
'Our God is light.'6 But the Son, in contrast with the fountain, is called river: 'The river of God is full of water.'7 In
contrast with the light, he is called radiance 8-as Paul says:
193 (continued)

a ray.' Eusebius and Marcellus joined issue as to whether the pre-existent
Son could rightly be called the Image of the invisible God (Eusebius, c.Mar.
11.2, init.). See also the long explanation of the light and the radiance with
the interesting safeguards against a Sabellian interpretation (Dem.Ev.IV.3.1).
Athanasius, ad Afr.6, says that the Fathers at Nicaea collected (O'vv~yayev)
from Scripture the radiance and the river and the expression, and summarized
them in the dj'oovO'£Ov.He himself makes frequent use of the two nG.(!aBetywrra
set out here, and also of the elxwv already referred to, supra 16(102), and more
rarely of the vn6OTaO'~ and its xaea)(t'~e which he adds in the following section. The principal passages are de Dec.12, 15,23, c.Ar.1.20, etc., 11.33, etc.,
Ill.3, etc., 10. It must finally be observed that, while they are thus employed
to express the relationship of Father and Son, these nG.(!aBttyp.aTa are intimately connected with a still vaster symbolism of light, water, etc., which sets
forth the nature and activity of God. This is well seen in de ltlc.11, where the
notion of the Son as the Father's image is correlated with that of the divine
image in man; and by the use of Psalm 36e in later writers, e.g. in de (bin .et
Sp.S.18.
, sufficient and suitable: It is not clear whether lxava is merely periphrastic,
as Montfaucon takes it to be, or whether it means 'suitable to the conditions
and powers of our minds'. For Athanasius's conviction of the sufficiency of
Scripture, see Robertson, Intro., lxxiv, and the passages referred to there.
6 the fountain: Jeremiah 213 and Baruch 310-12. While the interpretation of
Psalm 659 given below is unique in Athanasius, we find a similar exposition
of the Jeremiah and Baruch passages in combination in de Dec.12 and c.Ar.I.
19. It is interesting to observe that Didymus, de 'Trin.II.553B applies them,
not to the Son, but to the Spirit, as proving His procession from the Father:
OVTW, evTavOa on 1] n1JY~ OV yeveO'£Oveyei TO e~ aVTfj, vBwe, a.V: ex:rr.oeev6p.evov i!XeL xal dj'oovO'£Ov. Likewise, in de 'Trin.et Sp.S.19, the Jeremiah
passage is held to be spoken by the Son with reference to the Spirit, so that
the Son is 'Fons Spiritus'. cf. also de Inc. et c.Ar.9-IO, and Ambrose, de
Sp.S.I.I52.
I 1 John h.
7 Psalm 659.
8 radiance: The light which a light diffuses by means of the atmosphere. So
we must interpret the phrase in the Nicene Creed, rpwr; ex rpWTOr;, rather than
as one light kindled from another. In this latter form the simile is criticized
by Athanasius, de Dec.23. Arius also condemned it, according to Epiphanius,
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'Who, being the radiance of his glory and the image of his
essence.'9 As then the Father is light and the Son is his radiance-we must not shrink from saying the same things 10
about them many times-we may see in the Son the Spiritll
198 (continued)
Haer.l:x.ix.7, because it suggested that the divine nature is partitive. It was,
however, so used by some earlier writers, e.g. Tatian (adfl.Graec.5), whom
Justin Martyr follows ('Tryph.61 and 128), expressly preferring it to the
adaptation used by Athanasius, on the ground that it safeguards the real
subsistence of the Word. But Athenagoras, Leg.l0, using it of the Spirit,
says 'as a ray of the sun'. cf. also ibid.24, and Tertullian, Apol.21, etc. The
Gnostics seem to have used it in both forms of the n(!ofJo).~ of the aeons. See
Irenaeus, Haer.II.xiii.5 and xvii.4.
8 Hebrews la.
10 the same things: 'It is quite a peculiarity of Athanasius to repeat and to
apologize for doing it' (Newman). cf. supra 11 (87) and infra 19(113), etc. This
and similar expressions abound in his writings. See de Inc.20, c.Ar.I.31, II.22,
80, 1II.54, Quic.dix.l1. The greatness of Athanasius as a theologian chiefly
rests on the fact that he saw clearly one great truth of fundamental importance in the spiritual crisis of his time, and that he was prepared to state it
and restate it in the context of each succeeding phase of controversy.
11 in the Son the Spirit: Athanasius does not try to develop this simile until
it corresponds with the whole life of the Trinity; as does Tertullian, adfl.
Prax.8: 'sicut tertius a radice fructus ex frutice, et tertius a fonte riflus ex
jlumine, et tertius a sole apex ex radio.' Nor does he simply extend the scope
of the comparison, following Athenagoras, so that the Spirit becomes a second
radiation and stream, by the side of the Son; or, as in Epiphanius, Anc.71:
q;wr; T(!trO)! na(!d IJaT(!or; "at Ylov. His thought follows the line it has already
t aken, c.Ar. III .3-6, where he expounds the notion that the Son is in the Father;
cf. ibid.3, 'For the Son is in the Father ... because the whole being of
the Son is proper to the Father's essence, as radiance from light and stream
from fountain.' The radiance is not a second light, nor does it participate in
the light. It is OM)! i&o)! amov ybvrJpa. The sun and the radiance are two,
but there is one light, from the sun in the radiance enlightening the universe.
Farther on,in ibid.15,in a passage which he certainly had in mind when writing
this section, he develops the idea to comprehend the whole Triad. 'We do
not introduce three dexal or three fathers ... since we have not suggested
the image of three suns, but sun and radiance. And one is the light from the
sun in the radiance .. . . For there is but one £100r; of Godhead, which is also
in the Word; and one God, the Father, existing by Himself, according as
He is above all things, and appearing in the Son, according as He pervades
all things, and in the Spirit, according as in Him He acts in all things through
the Word. For thus we confess God to be one through the Triad.' So here he
declares that the Spirit is to be seen in the Son. Whenever the titles and
figures which express the reality and character of the divine Son are correlated
with the particular operation of divine power which gives them, for human
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also by whom we are enlightened. 'That he may give you',
it says, 'the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge
of him, having the eyes of your heart enlightened'.12 But
when we are enlightened by the Spirit, it is Christ who in
him enlightens us. For it says: 'There was the true light
which lighteth every man coming into the world.'13 Again,
as the Father is fountain and the Son is called river, we are
1911 (continued)

thought, meaning and pertinence, we find Scripture testifying that it is the
Spirit who works. This is clearly stated, intra 20(116f.): 'As the Son ... is one,
so must the vital activity and gift whereby he sanctifies and enlightens be
one... .' See also 30(142) : 'Where the light is, there is the radiance, and where
the radiance is, there is its ivie'YELa "al aV'YoEL61}, Xcle~. At first sight this
might suggest that Athanasius regards the Spirit merely as an expression of the
Son, a form of Sa bellianism not unknown in our own day; and it is interesting
to observe that, when he traces the same argument, de Sp.S.23, Didymus is
concerned to safeguard himself against this misinterpretation. But for Athanasius the personal subsistence of the Spirit is a fact so necessary that it hardly
needs affirmation; though he does affirm it, intra 28(135), when he gives a
formal statement of the nae(MoO'~ as contrasted with Judaism and paganism.
For the importance of the argument from unity of bie'YELa to unity of oVO'la,
see Prestige, G.P.<J.257-60. From works which deal more specifically with
the Spirit, we may add to the references he gives a large number of passages
which show how widely Athanasius was followed on this point. Thus Basil,
Ep.clxxxix.6-7, argues that we can only investigate the nature of God by
reference to His operations, and that identity of operation clearly proves
TO
rpVO'EW, dnaeUAAa=OV. cf. also de Sp.S.37 and Gregory of Nyssa, adv.
Eun.II.564B. Epiphanius (Anc.68-70) cites many passages to prove that the
Son and Spirit minister together (O'VV6LQ'COVEiv), and that both work together
with the Father. So likewise de <Jrin.et Sp.S.10-13. Didymus (de <Jrin.II.560600) has a similar list of texts, leading up to the conclusion that there is in
the Triad one will, one authority, one activity, and hence one divine nature.
From the same passage we learn that the Macedonians resisted this conclusion, apparently by their favourite device of maintaining that the identity
of operation was merely analogical. Of equal interest is the argument Didymus assembles in his de Sp.S.16-25, especially the very clear statement that
prefaces it, 16-17: 'Una igitur gratia, PatriJet Filii et Spiritus sancti operatione
completa, <Jrinitas unius substantiae demonstratur . ... In omnibllS enim approbatur eandem operationem esse Patris et Filii et Spiritus sancti. Quorum autem
una est operatio, una est et substantia; quia quae eidem substantiae OI'OovO'La
sunt, easdem habent operationes, et quae alterius substantiae et dVO/.lOovO'La,
dissona atque difJer-sa sunt.' See also ps.Basil, adfJ.Eun.V.721B and 728B, probably also the work of Didymus, and the derivative passages in Ambrose, de
Sp.S.II.142-III.40.
11 ,Ephesians 117-18.
18 John h.
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said to drink of the Spirit. For it is written: 'We are all
made to drink of one Spirit.'u But when we are made to
drink of the Spirit, we drink of Christ. For 'they drank of a
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ'.Hi
Again, as Christ is true Son,16 so we, when we receive the
Spirit, are made sonsP 'For you have not received', it says,
'the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you have received
the Spirit of adoption. '18 But if by the Spirit we are made
sons, it is clear that it is in Christ we are called children of
God. For: 'So many as received him, to them gave he the
power to become children of God.'19 Then, as the Father, in
Paul's words, is the 'only wise',20 the Son is his Wisdom:
'Christ the Power of God and the Wisdom of God.'21 But as
the Son is Wisdom, so we, receiving the Spirit ofWisdom,22
have the Son and are made wise in him. For thus it is written
in the one hundred and forty-fifth psalm: 'The Lord looseth
the prisoners, the Lord maketh wise the blind.'23 When the
Holy Spirit is given to us (,Receive the Holy Spirit,'24 said
the Saviour), God is in us; for so John wrote: 'If we love one
another, God abideth in us; hereby know we that we abide in
him and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. '25 But
when God is in us, the Son also is in US. 26 For the Son himself
191& 1 Corinthians 1218.
16 1 Corinthians 104.
true Son: From these similes Athanasius naturally turns to the titles of
Son and Wisdom which likewise express Christ's unity with the Father. cf.
de Dec.23, c.Ar.I.I4, 111.6, and the long list of divine names and symbols in
Eusebius, Ecc.'Iheol.I.20.30.
17 made sons: See c.Ar.III.19, and Didymus, de 'Irin.II.748c, where
vtonotT}cn, and ()E;onotT}GL, are said to be the office of the Spirit. The two
terms express one idea, and Athanasius generally prefers the latter. See infra
on 24(125f.).
18 Romans 816.
18 John 112.
20 Romans 1627.
u 1 Corinthians 124.
n Spirit of Wisdom: cf. Didymus, de Sp.S.21: 'Deus soluJ sapiens . .. et
gmerans sapientiam et alios tacims sapimtes'; also de 'Irin.et Sp.S.19. Earlier
writers actually identified the Spirit with the Wisdom of God in Proverbs
822, etc., e.g. Theophilus, ad Aut.I.7, and Irenaeus, Haer.IV.x:x.3-4. But
Athanasius stresses the genitive. It is not merely that the Spirit bears the
name, but that He belongs to the divine Word who is Wisdom.
11 Psalm 1467-8.
!4 John 2022.
16 1 John 4111-19.
28 the Son also is in us: cf. c.Ar.1I1.24, aJso on 1 John 418. Didymus makes
much of such passages as 1 Corinthians 316 and 69, arguing that it is a proof
18
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said: 'The Father and I will come and make our abode
with him.'27 Furthermore, as the Son is life-for he says
'I am the life'28-we are said to be quickened by the Spirit. 29
For it says: 'He that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead
shall quicken also your mortal bodies, through his Spirit that
dwelleth in you. 'so But when we are quickened by the Spirit,
Christ himself is said to live in us; for it says: 'I have been
crucified with Christ. I live, and yet no longer I, but Christ
liveth in me.'Sl Again, the Son declared that the Father
worked the works that he did-for he says: 'The Father
abiding in me doeth his works. Believe me, that I am in the
Father and the Father in me; or else believe me for his
works' sake.'32 So Paul declared that the works he worked
by the power of the Spirit were the works of Christ: 'For I
will not dare to speak of any things save those which Christ
wrought through me, for the obedience of the Gentiles, by
word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in the
power of the Holy Spirit.'
20. But if there is such co-ordination 1 and unity within the
holy Triad, who can separate either the Son from the Father, /
or the Spirit from the Son or from the Father himself?
Who would be so audacious as to say that the Triad is unlike
1926 (continued)
of the Spirit's deity that He dwells in souls 'secundum substantiam', and not
merely 'secundum operationem': de Sp.S.24-S and 60-1, de 'lrin.II.S29A.
Athanasius, however, is not concerned with the character of the indwelling
as such, but with the fact that the presence of the Spirit necessarily implies
that of the Father and the Son. cf. de Inc.et c...,1r.14, the latter part of which
seems to be abstracted from this passage.
S7 John 1423.
18 John 146.
29 quickened by the Spirit: See intra 23(123).
80 Romans 8u.
11 Galatians 220.
82 John 1410-12. This passage and the following, Romans 15111-19, are similarly associated by Didymus, de 'lrin.II.S04B.
201 co-ordination: UV(]7:O£Xla. Its usual meaning is column or series in which
co-ordinates are assembled. It is so used frequently by Aristotle, e.g. Met.
1004.b.27, 1066.a.lS, etc. Athanasius has it in this sense, supra 10(86); cf.
Didymus, de 'lrin.II.S49A and Basil, de Sp.S.43. Here, however, it is actually
used of the relationship itself. Didymus has it in the same sense in a passage
parallel to this, de 'lrin.I1.640c: Trp, neoc; TOV IIaT£ea uV(]7:olxlav "alo/-lorpeouVvrJv cinayy£JJ.wv.
s.A.-8
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itself and diverse in nature, 2 or that the Son is in essence
foreign from the Father, or the Spirit alien from the Son?
But how are these things? If one should make inquiry and
ask again: How, when the Spirit is in us, the Son is said to
be in us? How, when the Son is ip us, the Father is said to
be in us? Or how, when it is truly a Triad, the Triad is described as one?s Or why, when the One is in us, the Triad is
said to be in us ?-let him first divide 4 the radiance from the
light, or wisdom from the wise, or let him tell how these
things are. But if this is not to be done, much more is it the
audacity of madmen to make such inquiries concerning
God. For tradition, as we have said, does not declare the
Godhead to us by demonstration in words,5 but by faith
and by a pious and reverent use of reason. 6 For if Paul pro20' diverse in nature: b:eeorpvr;. cf. de Dec.23, de Syn.45, and Didymus, de

'I,in.Il.461A.
a the 'Iriad is described as one: Here Tela!: clearly expresses the triplicity of
the Godhead in distinction from its unity, as in c.Ar.L1S, etc. cf. Prestige,
G.P.'I.90. For the expression Av till CfrJpalveTat, cf. c.Ar.I1L9.
'let him first divide: cf. c.Ar.Il.33, de Dec.12, and ad Episc.13fin.
~ not . .. by demonstration in words: The form of this sentence is suggested
by the quotation from 1 Corinthians 2 which follows. For the sense, cf.
supra 17(104£'), to which no doubt he refers by wanee ei(!1)Tal, and 1l.5(158f.),
But whereas in those passages he is speaking of the apprehension of the faith
by those to whom it is offered, here he speaks of the actual transmission. It
is an interpreted faith that is delivered.
e by a pious and reverent use ot reason: 'ratione cum pietate coniuncta,' Montfaucon; as though eVae{lei and peT' e·vi..a{lela!: were identical in meaning. As,
indeed, they almost are, the former suggesting orthodoxy and the latter
reticence. This acknowledgement of the part played by reason in determining
and propagating the naed6oal!: is of great interest, and may serve as a welcome
corrective to the rather aggressive insistence on intellectual submission in
the preceding sections. It must, however, be read in the light of what follows
concerning the naea6elypaTa, and especially of the words, 'to think legitimately'. To Athanasius the function of reason is not, as for Eunomius, the reduction of revelation to the level of a natural, rationalistic, theology. (See the
striking passage in ad Mon.I.2.) Nor is it the construction of a basis of natural
theology upon which a science of revealed truth can be developed. See Harnack's observations on Athanasius's doctrine of God, H.D.III.141-4, and de
Inc.ll-16. It lies within the sphere of exposition, the co-ordination of the
various testimonies of Scripture and the discovery of the ecclesiastical sense;
which, in this context, means the delicate comparison and cross-interpretation of the symbols and titles Scripture uses of the Son.
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claimed the saving Gospel of the Cross, 'not in words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power' 7;
and if in Paradise he heard 'unspeakable words which it is
not lawful for a man to utter's: who can declare the holy
Triad itself? Nevertheless, we can meet this difficulty,
primarily by faith and then by using the illustrations mentioned above, I mean the image 9 and the radiance, fountain
and river, essence and expression. As the Son is in the Spirit
as in his own image,lO so also the Father is in the Son. For
divine Scripture, by way of relieving l l the impossibility of
explaining and apprehending these matters in words, has
given us illustrations of this kind; that it may be lawful,
because of the unbelief of presumptuous men, to speak more
plainly, and to speak without danger, and to think legiti20' 1 Corinthians 24.
8 2 Corinthians 12 •.
the image: Of the two additional similes introduced here, we have already
met that of the elxwv, supra 16(102). The other, that of the vn6ara(1t~ and
xaeaKl'lje, is, of course, derived, with that of the radiance, from Hebrews h.
Origen, de Prin.Lii.8, endeavoured to give it a distinctive force by applying
it to the Incarnation. But Athanasius uses it in the same way as the rest;
though more rarely, doubtless because it is not readily distinguishable from
the Elxwv simile. cf. especially e.Ar.L20, Il.33, and IlLI.
10 as in his own image: Athanasius has already applied this figure to the Son.
Now he uses it of the Spirit, adding a series of parallel passages to show how
faithfully the character of the Son is reproduced in Him. This use of the
symbolism is older than Athanasius, for Gregory Thaumaturgus, in his ConfeIJion, speaks of the Spirit as the Son's image. It may, indeed, even go back
to Irenaeus. cf. Haer.IV.viiA and Swete's note, H.S.A.C.88. We find it taken
over by Didymus, de ~rin.Il.504B; ~mOd 0 lIaT",e £v lt5tf! vnoa-caaEt d)v,
£~EtxovtCETat £V Tcp MOVOYEVEi .. . TOV iaov Te6nov xal 0 MovOYEVYj~ I:v Tcp
evl dylqJ lIvEvl-'an. cf. also ps.Basil, adv.Eun.V.724c, etc. Its persistence is
attested by its appearance in John of Damascus, de Fid.Orth.I.13. We may
notice that what Athanasius says here complements and safeguards the statement already made in the preceding section that the Spirit can be seen in the
Son.
n by way of relieving . ..: This passage is closely followed by Didymus,
de ~rin.II.465A, naeal-'VOOVI-'EVa TYjV dt5vval-'tav, etc. naeal-'VOOVI-'EVa is rendered by Mingarelli, 'eonsolantur', which accords with the 'levaret' of Montfaucon here. cf. Plutarch, Ale.xiii. The stronger sense of 'remove' or 'overcome' might be justified from Strabo, xiii.I.64, but the former agrees better
with Athanasius's usual appraisal of the naeat5ElYl-'aTa. cf. de Dec.12 and in
iliud,Omn.3 fin. See also Basil, adv.Eun.II.17 and Ep.xxxviii.5, and the criticisms of Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.32.
9
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mately, and to believe that there is one sanctification,12 which
is derived from the Father, through the Son, in the Holy
Spirit.
As the Son is an only-begotten offspring,13 so also the
Spirit, being given and sent from the Son, is himself one and
not many, nor one from among many,I' but Only Spirit. As
the Son, the living Word, is one, so must the vital activity 15
2012 one sanctification: As unity of bteyua involves unity ofovu[a, so division
of oVula involves that the bEeyetat aJ:e also diverse. It is characteristic of
Athanasius that he finds the justification of his theology here, in the assurance
of the reality of divine grace in which it confirms him.
18 an only-begotten offspring: Athanasius finds no difficulty in using yl:vV1]f.la
of Christ; though Aetius and Eunomius (see Epiphanius, Haer.1xxvi.S and
Eunomius, Lib.Apol.17) take it as equivalent to Krwf.la or nO[TJf.la. cf. c.Ar.
IlIA, etc. So likewise Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.rnx.2 and Gregory of Nyssa,
adv.Eun.III.60Sc. Basil, however, adv.Eun.II.7, rejects the term on the
grounds that Scripture chiefly uses it of inanimate things and never of Christ.
(His subsequent use of it, ibid.32, is in a purely general sense, and Maran is
wrong in pressing it, Vit.x1iii.7.) So also Didymus, de 'Trin.1.340A.
la one from among many: i.e. He does not owe His pre-eminence to the
favour of God (cf. infra 29.138), or to any adventitious circumstance, such as
priority in time (argued of the Son, c.Ar.l1.I9). The grounds of this assertion
are suggested here by the insertion of 'given and sent', and are fully set out
in the next sentence.
16 the vital activity: Analogous to the use of uOIp[a, 156vaf.ltc;, {JavA?], etc., of
the Son. There were, however, special objections to describing the Spirit as
e)lE!?')'tta, in view of the hesitation still felt by some as to the reality of His
personal existence. See Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.6. Either, says Gregory,
the Spirit is oVula or He is uVf.l{Je{JTJ,,6c;. et f.ltV om, uVf.l{Ji{JTJ"ev, bieysta TOVrO
dv tlTJ esov • .. "al El bE!?,),Sta, eVBeYTJ0?]UETat I5TjN))I6Tt, ov" bsey~uu, "aI6f.loV
Tqi evseYTJ0ijvat naVUETat. cf. also Origen, in ]oh.fr.37: ov yQe, WC; TWSC; olOVTat,
bEeys£cl eUT£ esov, ov" £Xov "aT' avTCwc; ~ncle~SWc; l&6TTJTa. What Athanasius
means here is to be understood from such statements as that found infra
31(143), that all things are actuated (bseysiTat) through the Word in the
Spirit. But if the Son operates in the Spirit, to deny the Spirit's unity is to
call in question that unity of operation upon which the Son's unity and
uniqueness depends. In speaking thus, he is still thinking in terms of the
similes he has been using, which lend themselves more readily to expressions
of this kind. cf. e"Acl(.l1'st in the next sentence. Moreover he safeguards himself here (though not infra in 30(142), when he repeats the expression) with
the important qualification CooUQv. cf. Cooua {JovA?] (c.Ar.l1I.63), and see
Newman's note there for similar examples in other Fathers. Cooua bEeysta is
actually used of the Son by some later writers. For its significance we may
OfTrS Tt bsersi,
compare c.Ar.1I.3S, 6 f.lb TooV dvOecImwv Myoc; .•. olhe
in contrast with their hands, which are active because they have real exis-
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and gift whereby he sanctifies and enlightens be one perfect
and complete; which is said to proceed from the Father/,
because it is from the Word, who is confessed to be from
the Father, that it shines forth 17 and is sent and is given.
The Son is sent from the Father; for he says, 'God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. '18 The
Son sends the Spirit 19; 'If I go away,' he says, 'I will
send the Paraclete.'20 The Son glorifies the Father, saying:
'Father, I have glorified thee.'21 The Spirit glorifies the
Son; for he says: 'He shall glorify me.'22 The Son says:
2015 (continued)

tence (vndexovow); whereas God's Word is Cciiv I<:al lfE(!Y~" See also
ps. Basil, adv.Eun.V.728c.
11 said to proceed from the Father: The uniqueness of the Spirit is no less to
be established from the fact that He proceeds from the Father. Here, for the
first time in this letter, His procession is set forth clearly as a fact within the
divine life, as singular as the generation ofthe Son is shown to be in de Dec.lI.
But the emphasis is still upon the Spirit's relation with the Son rather than
with the Father. The very procession from the Father is itself apprehended
by us from our knowledge of His mission from the Word.
17 shines forth: Didymus uses 61<:Ad,mE1V of the Spirit's procession (de
'Trin.II.4S2A): El<: T* naT(!£l<:fj, ivvnoaTdT~ 61<:).dp.tpav nTJ'Yfj,. cf. also John
of Damascus, de Fid.Orth.I.833A. But it is unlikely that Athanasius intends
it to add anything to the meaning of the verbs that follow, or to define more
strictly what he has already said, supra 2(64£.), that the Spirit is proper to the
Son and by Him is given to the disciples. cf. T~V sI<:Aap.tp£v Tfj, 8Eonrro,
(c.Ar.nI.S3), of the manifestation of the Godhead through the Manhood. A
study of the Scripture passages which follow discovers no reference to the
Spirit's procession, but only to His mission. On the other hand it is not made
clear how the sending of the Spirit by the Son can be held to establish His
procession from the Father. Perhaps Athanasius deliberately chose to be vague
as to what the Spirit receives from the Son. Perhaps he regards the mission of
the Spirit as actually involving procession from the Son. We may compare,
infra IIU: 'He gave the Spirit to the disciples out of (il<:) Himself.' See
further Intro.IV(41).
18 John 316.
19 'The Son sends the Spirit: With Athanasius's treatment of the texts that
follow we should compare Didymus's exposition of the sacramental discourse
in John, de Sp.S.2S-38. See especially ibid.26, 30, and 38, which deal respectively with the mission of the Spirit from the Father and Son; His coming in
the Son's name (whereas creatures come in the name of God); His glorification of the Son, which is not as creatures glorify Him. The fact thatAthanasius
starts by finding these qualities and activities in the Son absolves him from
the necessity of qualifying them in this way.
20 John 167.
U John 17..
tt John 16u.
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'The things I heard from the Father speak I unto the
world.'23 The Spirit takes of the Son 24; 'He shall take
of mine,' he says, 'and shall declare it unto yoU.'25 The
Son came in the name of the Father. 'The Holy Spirit,'
says the Son, 'whom the Father will send in my name.'26
21. But if, in regard to order and nature/ the Spirit bears
the same relation to the Son as the Son to the Father, will
not he who calls the Spirit a creature necessarily hold the
same to be true also of the Son?2 For if the Spirit is a creature
20 23 John 826.
'Ihe Spirit takes of the Son: These words became a formula to describe
the relation of the Spirit to the Son, and so we find them in Epiphanius,
Anc.6, etc., and Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Mac.l0. The general doctrine of these
writers makes plain that they thought of the Spirit as receiving from the Son,
not only a prerogative or an office, but His divine existence. The same
interpretation is suggested by the context of c.Ar.L1S and IIL44, in which
he quotes the same words. Here, however, the parallel passage concerning
the Son, John 826, indicates that he intends a more restricted reference and
that it is to be interpreted in its most obvious sense, that the Spirit receives
His message from the Son.
JI John I6u.
26 John 1426.
2J1 order and nature: Ta~~ here is not numerical order, as when Gregory of
Nyssa (adv.Mac.6) says that the Spirit was 'traditioned' to the disciples "UTa
T-YJlI T(!lTrJ1l Ta~!1I, but more generally 'rank'. Athanasius does not mean that
the Spirit comes after the Son, e.g. in the baptismal formula, in the same
sense that the Son comes after the Father. He simply means that the Spirit
is ranked with the Son as the Son is ranked with the Father. cf. Basil, de
Sp.S.43: 'The Spirit is spoken of together with the Lord in precisely the same
way as the Son with the Father.' But in order to make plain that this identity
of Ta~t, is no mere matter of standing or prerogative, he adds "at qn)C1!11, drawing it somewhat harshly into a sentence which derives its form from the
notion of Ta~t, with which he starts. Whether he knew it or not, Athanasius
was turning Eunomius's own language, as Basil quotes it, adv.Eun.IILl:
T(!lTOll aUTO Munpan "al Ta~e£ paIJ611Te" T(!lTOll elllat "al qn)C1et :n.emC1Tev"apev.
This is a better interpretation of qn)C1£, here than that which Prestige offers
(G.P.'I.2SI), 'function'. See also ibid.234. Athanasius certainly uses the word
in this sense (e.g. c.G.3I), but it is not prominent in the numerous instances
of the word in these letters.
2 true also of the Son: Athanasius thus establishes the contention with which
he started his argument, supra 1(59f.) and 2(64f.). It is the most telling point
he has to make, and we are not surprised that in the following sections, when
he examines each separate facet of the Spirit's life and activity, he loses no
opportunity of driving it home. cf. 22(121),23 init.(123), 24fin.(127), 27(132).
At the same time his interest is not merely that of a debater. Behind the
Tropici he always sees the Arians. As he says, the 'language' is the same, even
24
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of the Son, it will be consistent for them to say that the Word
is a creature of the Father. By holding such opinions the
Arians have fallen into the Judaism of Caiaphas. s But if
those who say such things about the Spirit claim that they
do not hold the opinions of Arius, let them avoid his words
and keep from impiety toward the Spirit. For as the Son,
who is in the Father and the Father in him, is not a creature
but pertains to the essence of the Father (for this you also
profess to say); so also it is not lawful to rank with the
creatures the Spirit who is in the Son, and the Son in him,'
nor to divide him from the Word and reduce the Triad to
imperfection.
As regards the sayings 5 both of the Prophet and the
Apostle, by perverting whose meaning these men have
deceived themselves, these considerations are sufficient to
212 (continued)
if it is applied to a different Person in the divine Triad. What is admitted
of the Spirit must inevitably recoil upon the Son.
a the ]udaism of Caiaphas: So the Arians are oK vifv >Iov~aro" intra 28, c.Ar.
1.8, 10,38, ILL cf. also de Sent.Dion.4, ad Adelph.l, Quic.dix.15. The comparison is explained at some length in c.Ar.III.27-8. For the reference to
Caiaphas, see de Dec.2, where an additional point of resemblance is found in
the Arian appeal to the coercive power of Constantius.
, who is in the Son, and the Son in him: Thus Athanasius formulates the
thought of the preceding sections and sets it in juxtaposition with the corresponding definition of the Son's relation with the Father. Thus he has
reached, for the Spirit, conclusions similar to those set forth of the Son, c.Ar.
III.~. A comparison of the two passages shows how truly the idea of a
double procession is implied in Athanasius's doctrine. See especially the
balanced statement, ihid.3: 'For the Son is in the Father ... because the
whole being of the Son is proper to the Father's essence, as radiance from
light and stream from fountain; so that whoso sees the Son sees what is proper
to the Father, and knows that the Son's being, because from the Father, is
therefore in the Father. For the Father is in the Son, since the Son is what
is from the Father and proper to Him, as in the radiance the sun ... for whoso
thus contemplates the Son contemplates what is proper to the Father's
essence, and knows that the Father is in the Son.' But if the substance of these
statements is to be found in the fact that the Son is from the Father, the same
must hold good, mutatis mutandis, of the Spirit's relation to the Son.
6 the sayings: Athanasius has now completed his answer to the arguments
presented by the Tropici. This allusion to Amos 418 and 1 Timothy 521 is
interesting in view of the fact that both these texts were dismissed at 14.
See supra on 10(85).
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refute the evil speech to which the ignorance of the Tropici
gives rise. But finally let us look, one by one, at the references
to the Holy Spirit in the divine Scriptures,S and, like good
bankers,? let us judge whether he has anything in common
with the creatures, or whether he pertains to God; that we
may call him either a creature or else other than the creatures, pertaining to and one with the Godhead which is in the
unoriginated Triad. 8 Perhaps they may be put to shame when
they realize how far the blasphemous words they have
devised are out of harmony with the divine oracles.
22. The creatures came from nothing,! having a begin21 8 in the difline Scripturts: Athanasius arranges his Biblical material roughly
around nine points. Among these the second to the fifth form a group by
themselves, as they all deal with the Spirit's work in the life of believers.
The various points within this group seem to be suggested by prominent
texts rather than by analysis of the doctrine; and, in consequence, it is hard
to differentiate them strictly. They all lead to the one conclusion, that,
whereas the creatures receive grace by participation in the Spirit, He has by
nature what He bestows upon them . .The whole should be compared with
the long section, de 'Trin.II.508-56, where Didymus covers the same subject
in much greater detail, under twenty-nine heads.
7 like good bankers: Resch, in his Agrapha, gives sixty-nine references to
this famous saying. Athanasius quotes it three times, without indicating
whether he takes it, with Origen, inJoh. XIX.7, and Jerome, Ep.cm.!I., to
be from our Lord, or, with Dionysius Romanus, apud Eusebius, H.E.VII.7,
to be an dnOO'TOI.",~ IPClmj. It is usually taken as an injunction to discern between good and bad, or true and false. Thus Athanasius has it, de Sent.Dion.9,
of discriminating between the Godhead and the Manhood in Christ, and
here, between the divine and creaturely. A different interpretation is put
upon it in ad Mon.I.3. He tells his correspondents to be content with reading
his letters and then to return them, 'like good money changers,' i.e. being
content with a fair bargain.
S the Godhead which is in the unoriginated 'Triad: The reading of B here,
l&ov ~e :o.:al ev Tfi dY£1l1/Tq> Tell!& Ti], 8eOT7JTOr;, furnishes a clue to the correct
text, which is probably i&ov <5e :o.:al lv Ti], e" Tfi dy*q> Tetcf& 8eoT7JTo,.
On the omission of dyel'~Tq> in RS see Intro.V.(45). A's variant, dY~Tq>, is
of great interest, but it is not possible to pronounce upon it in default of
further evidence, and, indeed, until we are able to arrive at a precise estimate
of the degree to which Athanasius distinguished between the two words.
dyiv[v]7JTor;, as applied to the Trinity, is not inconsistent with what he says
about the word in de Syn.46, but it is not to be paralleled in his writings.
Compare, however, Didymus, de 'Trin.III.793B, 1} e" ivd~, dyb7]To, Teuir;
p.OV7], and ibid.508c, l:v Tfi dy£1l~Tq> I-uij. 8WT7Jn.
221 trom nothing: So Didymus, de 'Trin.II.508c, begins his comparison
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ning from which they came into being. For, 'In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth'2 and all that is in
them. The Holy Spirit is said to be from God. For no one, it
says, 'knoweth the things of man save the spirit of the man
which is in him. Even so, the things of God none knoweth
save the Spirit of God. But we received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of God.'a What kinship could
there be, judging by the above, between the Spirit and the
creatures ? For the creatures were not; but God has being,4.
and the Spirit is from him. That which is from God could
not be from that which is not, nor could it be a creature;
lest, by their judgement, he also from whom the Spirit is
should be considered a creature. Who will endure such
fools? For they say also in their hearts that 'there is no
God'.5 For if, as no one knows the things of man save the
spirit within him, so no one knows the things of God save the
Spirit who is in him 6: would it not be evil speech to call the
Spirit who is in God a creature, him who searches even the
deep things of God? For from this the speaker will learn to
say that the spirit of man is outside the man himself, 7 and
that the Word of God, who is in the Father, is a creature.
221 (conti1Iued)
between the Spirit and the creatures from the fact that the existence of the
creatures is contingent. But he goes on to contrast it with that of the Spirit
which is avaexov and beyond temporal succession. The reason for this change
of ground is not hard to find. Athanasius presents his argument in such a way
as to suggest that he is assuming what he sets out to prove, that the Spirit
is from God essentially, and that b, has the same meaning in both the contrasted statements. That this assumption is only apparent is clear from the
last sentence of the section, where he argues that the human analogy of
1 Corinthians implies that the very term 'spirit' is by itself sufficient to prove
that His relation with God must be essential. Compare what he says of the
Son (de Syn.35): 'If you have said that the Son is from God, it follows that
you have said that he is from the essence of the Father.'
2 Genesis h.
8 1 Corinthians 2U- 12.
4 has being: WP EcnW. So also de Dec.l1 and c.Ar.ll.3S, but 6 WP or TO QV is
more usual. Athanasius here is characterizing God rather than defining Him.
Hence we should translate 'has being' rather than 'is being'.
6 Psalm 141.
S the Spirit who is in him: The emphasis has now shifted from the El(. ToV
<geoif of 1 Corinthians 212 to the b aVTq> of the previous verse.
1 outside the man himself: cf. de Inc.et c.Ar.I3: 'As the spirit of man is not
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Again, the Spirit is, and is called, 8 Spirit of holiness and
renewa1. 9 For Paul writes: 'Declared to be the Son of God
with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the dead; even Jesus Christ our Lord. '10 Again
he says: 'But ye were sanctified, but ye were justified in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our
God.'ll And when writing to Titus, he said: 'But when the
kindness of God our Saviour and his love toward men
appeared, not by works done in righteousness which we did
ourselves, but according to his mercy he saved us, through
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit
which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, that being justified by his grace, we might be made
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life. '12 But the creatures are sanctified and renewed. 'Thou shalt send forth thy
Spirit, and they shall be created, and thou shalt renew the
face of the earth.'13 And Paul says: 'It is impossible for
t40se who were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly
227 (continued)

divided from his humanity and essence, so the Spirit of God is not alien to
His Godhead and essence.' See too Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Eun.I1.564D, and
Cyril of Alexandria, de 'Trin.VII.IOSOc.
8 is, and is called: For other instances of this tautology, cf. infra 23(123) and
24(127), III.2(171), and 3(171),c.Ar.I.29, deDec.24 ; also Didymus, de 'Trin'!I.
460A, 545c, Basil, de Sp.S.3S.
g Spirit of holiness and renewal: As holiness is the characteristic quality of
the Spirit (cf. Basil, de Sp.S.4S, -rq> IIvrop.a't"t C1VP.:n;J..T)(!w't"t'XT] -rijc; rpVC1£WC; eC1't"t
"Ij dYLO-rT)C;) so He is, within the divine life, peculiarly the principle of
sanctification (cf. supra 9(82f.)). That Athanasius was in general conformity
with this opinion may be seen from the interpretation of John 1719 in c.Ar.!.
46: 'I, being the Father's Word, give to myself, when becoming man, the
Spirit, and myself, become man, do I sanctify in Him ... .' However, the
fact that he adds 'Xal dva'XawwC1£WC;, instead of 'Xal dYWC1P.OiJ, shows that he
does not distinguish sanctification from that restoration of human nature to
incorruptibility which is set forth, without reference to the Spirit, in de Inc.
4-10. And this, as we see, ibid.54, is none other than the deification of our
humanity consequent upon the Incarnation of the Word. All the terms used
in this section refer to the same process which is variously ascribed, in different
contexts, to the Word or the Spirit. See further, infra on 24(125) and Intro.
IV(37).
10 Romans If.
11 I Corinthians 611.
13 Titus 3H.
lS Psalm 10430.
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gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit. ..'14
23. He, therefore, who is not sanctified by another, nor a
partaker of sanctification, but who is himself partaken,l and
in whom all the creatures are sanctified, how can he be one
from among all things or pertain to those who partake of
him?2 For those who say this must say that the Son, through
whom all things came to be, is one from among all things.
He is called a quickening Spirit. 3 For it says: 'He that
raised up Christ from the dead shall quicken also your mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwelleth in you." The
Lord is the very life,1I and 'author of life', 6 as Peter put it.
And as the Lord said himself: 'The water that I shall give
him shall become in him a well of water springing up into
eternal life .... But this spake he concerning the Spirit which
they that believed in him were to receive.'7 But the creatures,
as has been said, are quickened through him. He that does
not partake of life, but who is himself partaken and quickens
the creatures, what kinship can he have with things originated? How can he belong to the creatures which in him
are quickened from the Word?
The Spirit is called unction and he is sea1. s For John
221& Hebrews G•.
23 1 himself partaken: So Didymus argues, de 'Trin.IL529A, that it is a proof

of the Spirit's deity that He is ~eOeKr:oll, for creation cannot be essentially
participated by the rational soul. cf. also his de Sp.S.25, and ps.Basil, adv.Eun.
V.713A.
2 pertain to those who partake of him: cf. Didymus, de 'Tri1dL525A: 'If the
SpIrit is a creature, what need to sanctify the creatures?' Also Basil, adv.Eun.
111.2, and ps.Athanasius, Disp.c.Ar.38.
3 a quickeni1'g Spirit: The restricted meaning, 'bestowing immortality,' was
fixed upon CW07l0UJlI by Romans 8n. But in Didymus, de 'Trin.II.5G8A, and in
de 'Tr.et Sp.S.14, it is used in connexion with the claim that He is creator.

Macedonian objections to the use of CW07l0£Oll ofthe Spirit were probably due
to this association rather than to its appearance in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan symbol, as Loofs suggests in his article, 'Macedonianism,' E.R.E.
, Romans 8n.
6 the '1Jery life: ~ aVToCw~. For the general use of such compounds, see c.G.4G,
and also Origen, c.Cels.IIL41. For this particular instance, see c.G.47, de Inc.
21, Quic.dix.13. It goes back to Aristotle.
e Acts 315.
7 John 4u and 78~.
8 unction . .. seal: These two figures have already been used, in conjunction,
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writes: 'As for you, the unction which ye received of him
abideth in you, and you need not that anyone teach you, but
his unction'-his Spirit-'teacheth you concerning all
things.'9 In the prophet Isaiah it is written: 'The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me.'10
Paul says: 'In whom having also believed, ye were sealed
unto the day of redemption.'ll But the creatures are by him
sealed and anointed and instructed in all things. But if the
Spirit is the unction and seal with which the Word anoints
and seals all things, what likeness or propriety could the
unction and the seal have to the things that are anointed and
sealed? Thus by this consideration also he could not belong
to the 'all things'. The seal could not be from among the
things that are sealed, nor the unction from among the
things that are anointed; it pertains to the Word who anoints
and seals. For the unction has the fragrance and odour of
him who anoints; and those who are anointed say, when they
receive thereof: 'We are the fragrance of Christ.'12 The seal
has the form of Christ who seals, and those who are sealed
partake of it, being conformed to it; as the Apostle says:
'My little children, for whom I am again in travail until
Christ be formed in YOU.'13 Being thus sealed, we are duly
made, as Peter put it, 'sharers in the divine nature'14; and
thus all creation 15 partakes of the Word in the Spirit.
238 (continued)

of the Spirit, c.Ar.I.47. cf. de <[rin.et Sp.S.17 and ps.Basil, adv.Eun.V.725B.
On the Spirit as unction, cf. Ambrose, de Sp.S.I.94. The metaphor of the seal
was commonly used of baptism, and for that reason and because it lends
itself more readily to a Trinitarian application, was the more popular.
Didymus's exposition, de Sp.S.22, follows the same line as that of Athanasius:
'Cum autem Filius imago sit Dei invisibilis . ... Similiter et Spiritus sanctus,
cum sit signaculum Dei, hi qui formam et imaginem Dei capiunt, signati per
eum, in eo ducuntur ad signaculum Christi sapientiae et scientiae.' cf. also de
'Trin.II.525A. For the same figure applied to the Son, see Basil, de Sp.S.64,
and Gregory of Nyssa, adv.Eun.II.540c.
9

1 John

227.

Isaiah 611. For Athanasius's debt to the exposition of Irenaeus and
Origen in this section, see Intro.IV(40).
11 Ephesians 113.
12 2 C" 'rinthians 2u.
18 Galatians 419.
u 2 Peter 1•.
16 all creation: This would appear to be a natural extension, in conformity
10
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24. Further it is through the Spirit that we are all said
to be partakers of God. 1 For it says: 'Know ye not that ye
2315 (continued)
with what is saidinfra31(143f.)andIIIA(173),of the statement in c.GA1, that
all creation, in the very fact of its existence, partakes of the Word. But the
quotations from Galatians and 2 Peter suggest that Athanasius is thinking
of redemption rather than creation. Nor may we overlook the fact that in
all this section the supernatural benefits conferred by the Spirit are not confined to man but extend to the whole creation. It is not clear whether
Athanasius intends this to be developed along the lines of Romans 819, etc.,
that all creation is glorified and exalted in the deification of man. The truth
is that we do not find in Athanasius the rigid distinction between nature and
grace which belongs to medieval theology. On the one hand his doctrine of
creation emphasizes the perpetual presence of the Word in His works; a
presence in measure analogous to His Incarnation, de In·c Al. On the other,
as Robertson rightly observes, Intro.lxxi, 'he makes no such vast difference
between the condition of fallen and unfallen man as has commonly been supposed to exist'. cf. also ibid. note 3. Thus, supra 22, he finds no difficulty in
identifying the dlla"alllw(1t~ of Psalm 10430 with that of Titus 34. In c.Ar.I.39
it is argued, from Psalm 821, that men were deified in the Word even before
the Incarnation. Above all, there is the exposition of Colossians 116 in c.Ar.
11.62-4, where the cosmological and soteriological interpretations of new-r6TO"O, are most subtly combined.
241 partakers of God: On (JEono{"l(jt~, see Harnack, H.D.III.164, note. It
received great attention from Athanasius, and there are many references,
especially in c.Ar.I-III. The most important are: de Inc.54, de Dec.14, c.Ar.
1.9 (from Psalm 826), 39, 11.70, III.19, 33, 53, de Syn.51, ad AdelphA (from
2 Peter 14), ad Max.2. For the relation of Athanasius's doctrine to that of
Irenaeus and Origen, see Intro.IV(35f.). G. W. Butterworth, 'The Deification
of Man in Clement of Alexandria', in ].T.S.XVII.157, etc., argues strongly
that OEonOLEiv should always be translated 'make ... a god', not 'make divine'.
The latter rendering is undoubtedly philologically inexact, and loses something o£ the force of the original. But the alternative carries with it to modern
ears a suggestion of polytheism which was certainly not appreciated by the
Christian writers who use the expression. If it owes something of its currency
in the Church to the practice of deifying the emperors, it probably owes still
more to popular pantheistic philosophy which reduced the gods either to
symbols of an impersonal divine life, or else to beings not essentially different
from men. But it is to its prevalence in the Mystery Religions that we must
finally look for an explanation of its occurrence in Christian terminology.
(The evidence is set forth by S. Angus, The Mystery Religions and Christianity,
pp.106-12.) The Church dared not claim less for the grace of God in Christ
than the initiates claimed to have received from Mithras or Cybele. But in
making the claim she was careful to maintain the 'otherness' of God and the
personal relation between Him and the souls that partake His nature. The
Arian controversy is itself the most eloquent testimony to this fact. It could
never have arisen in the atmosphere of Mithraism. Opitz is right in pointing
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are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him shall
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.'2 If the Holy Spirit were a creature, we should have no
participation of God in him.3 If indeed we were joined to a
creature, we should be strangers to the divine nature inasmuch as we did not partake therein. But, as it is, the fact of
our being called partakers of Christ and partakers of God
shows that the unction and seal that is in us belongs, not to
the nature of things originate, but to the nature of the Son
who, through the Spirit who is in him, joins us to the
Father. This John taught us, as is said above, when he
wrote: 'Hereby know we that we abide in God and he in us,
because he hath given us of his Spirit.''' But if, by participation in the Spirit, we are made 'sharers in the divine nature' /i
we should be mad to say that the Spirit has a created nature
and not the nature of God. For it is on this account
that those in whom he is are made divine. If he makes
241 (continued)
out, on de Dec.14, that it is in that passage that fJEo7tol1'}GLr; is first formally
ascribed to the Spirit. But such attribution is implied in Irenaeus, H aer.V.ix.i,
'Spiritus Patris qui emundat hominem et sublevat in vitam Dei,' and in Origen,
de Prin.IV.i.l. Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat.IV.16, TO 7tavrwv ci.YlaGTI"Ov :Kal
Oeo7toL6v (if the reading is acceptable), is almost contemporary with de Dec.
We find OE07tO{1'}G~ through the Spirit also in c.Ar.I.9 and III.33. From later
works we may cite de Inc.et c.Ar.lS, Basil, de Sp .S.23, ad'll.Eun.III.S, Ep.cv.,
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxiA, 29, xli.9, Didymus, de 'Trin.IIA81e and
748e (but the doctrine is not prominent), ps.Basil, ad'll.Eun.V.724.
2 1 Corinthians 316-17. cf. Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxxi.29 (of the Spirit):
vaLO:n:OtoVv, Oe07tOLOVv, TeAeLOVV. The evidential value of this passage and
1 Corinthians 61~ was well understood by later writers. cf. de ll1c.et c.Ar.14,
de 'Trin. et Sp.S.12 and 15, Didymus, de Sp.S.25 and de 'Trin.II.636A, Apollinarius, KaTa Meeor; lllGTlr;, iii and v, ps. Basil, ad'll.Eun.V.744e, Epiphanius
Anc.9, Cyril of Alexandria, de 'Trin.VII.108ge.
8 no participation of God in him: cf. intra 33: 'Let them not divide the
Triad, lest they divide themselves from life.' Also Basil, ad'll.Eun.II1.5;
Gregory of Nyssa, ad'll.Mac.23: 'Why do they make war on their own life?
Why exclude themselves from union with God?' And Gregory Nazianzen,
Orat.xxxiA; and ps.Basil, ad'll.Eun.V.724A, ' ... they would not divide the
Spirit from the Godhead, lest they eut themselves off from the Godhead,
and remove God from His creation.'
, 1 John 413.
5 2 Peter 1•.
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men divine, it is not to be doubted that his nature is of
God.
Yet more clearly, for the destruction of this heresy, the
Psalmist sings, as we have said before, in the one hundred
and third psalm: 'Thou shalt take away thy Spirit, and
they shall die and return to their dust. Thou shalt put forth
thy Spirit, and they shall be created, and thou shalt renew the
face of the earth.'6 And Paul wrote to Titus: 'Through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ.... '7
But if the Father, through the Word, in the Holy Spirit,
creates and renews 8 all things, what likeness or kinship 8 is
there between the Creator and the creatures? How could he
possibly be a creature, in whom all things are created? Such
evil speech leads on to blasphemy against the Son; so that
those who say the Spirit is a creature say also that the Word
is a creature, through whom all things are created.
The Spirit is said to be, and is, the image of the Son.10
For 'Whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be conformed to the image of his Son'. If then they admit that the
Son is not a creature, neither may his image be a creature.
24 6 Psalm 10421H0.

7 Titus 30.
(reattJ and renews: From the casual way in which he introduces this reference to the Spirit's activity in creation, we infer that it had not been
called in question by the Tropici. See supra on 9(82f.). The correlation of UTtU'~
with dVClHaivwU'~ was often exploited by later writers. cf. the striking passage
in ps. Basil, adv.Eun.V.728B: bo~dC£Tal 66 v:nee eeOv (f} UTluI~), ernee
dOdvaTa &d UTtu~aTo~ )(al aq;Oa(!Ta )(aTQu)(evd(;£TQI Td OavdTqJ )(Ql q;Ooeq.
AtlObTa, /1:nee 6 eeo~ eieyduaTo . ... And also de <Irin.et Sp.S.8, Didymus,
de <Irin.II.569c, Dial. de <Irin. 11 1. 24, and Cyril of Alexandria, de <Irin.VII.
1l08D.
» what likeneJJ or kinship: On the absurdity of a creature-Creator~ see (.Ar.
11.2l.
10 the image of the Son: Romans 8 29. For a similar exegesis of this passage,
see ps.Basil, adv.Eun.V.724c and Cyril of Alexandria, de <Irin.VII.I089B.
The identification of the 'image of his Son' with the Spirit seems very arbitrary and entirely unsupported by anything in the context. For Athanasius,
however, it follows a priori from the interpretation of symbols adopted,
supra 20. But whereas there it is the unity of the divine Persons which he
deduces from the metaphor, here it is held to prove the non-creaturely nature
of the Spirit, from His resemblance to the Son.
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For as is the image, so also must he be whose image it is.
Hence the Word is justly and fitly confessed not to be a
creature, because he is the image of the Father. He therefore
who numbers the Spirit with the creatures will surely number the Son among them also, and thereby will speak evil of
the Father as well, by speaking evil against his image.
25. The Spirit, therefore, is distinct from the creatures,
and is shown rather to be proper to the Son and not alien
from God. As for that wise question of theirs, 'If the Spirit
is from God, why is he not himself called son ?', already, in
what precedes, we have shown it rash and presumptuous,
and we show it not less so now. l Even though he is not
called Son in the Scriptures, but Spirit of God, he is said to
be in God himself and from God himself, as the Apostle
wrote. And if the Son, because he is of the Father, is proper
to his essence, it must be that the Spirit, who is said to be
from God,2 is in essence proper to the Son. 3 And so, as the
251 not less so now: In the light of the passages quoted already, Athanasius
returns to the question discussed supra in 15(96f.). But whereas there he deals
primarily with the absurdity involved in calling the Spirit a son, he now
attacks the assumption upon which the question rests, that procession from
God is not compatible with any other relationship than that of Son. In effect,
however, he adds little, apart from the proof texts, to what he has said, supra
19(109f.), etc.
I the Spirit, who is said to be from God: The term 'Spirit', no less than the
term 'Son', imparts to the b, eeovthat follows the notion of essential propriety. See supra on 22(121); and cf. Didymus, de 'Trin.IL460A, and ps. Basil,
adfJ.Eun.V.733c: (UX l"avov "al TOVTO TO (jvof.la (i.e. 7lvevf.la) T-Y}V iJ1lae~W
amov &]MiJaat T1]V l" eeov.
3 in essence proper to the Son: 'the Son' rather than 'God' here , since it is
through His propriety to the' Son that His propriety to the Father is apprehended. It is one of the characteristics distinguishing Athanasius from later
writers, especially Didymus, that in establishing the divine unity from passages such as those that follow here, he is content to relate what has been
said of the Spirit to what is said of the Son, taking for granted that therein
is established the Spirit's unity with the Father also. Whereas Didymus toils
to discover parallel references to all three Persons. He has, as it were, to see
the Trinity seriatim every time! No doubt this difference is partly due to the
fact that Athanasius can assume in his opponents a more definite conviction
of the Godhead of the Son. But it is also due to a difference of approach.
Athanasius comes to defend the Godhead of the Spirit from defending the
Godhead of the Son. The one issue proceeds from the other. To Didymus
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Lord is Son, the Spirit is called Spirit of sonship. Again, as
the Son is Wisdom and Truth, the Spirit is described as
Spirit of Wisdom and Truth. Again the Son is the Power of
God and Lord of Glory, and the Spirit is called Spirit of
Power and of Glory. So Scripture refers to each of them.
Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 'Had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory." And, elsewhere: 'For ye received not the Spirit of bondage again to
fear, but ye received the Spirit of adoption.'5 Again: 'God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying, Abba
Father.'6 Peter wrote: 'If ye are reproached for the name of
Christ, blessed are ye; because the Spirit of glory and of
power resteth upon you.'? The Lord called the Spirit 'Spirit
of truth' and 'Paraclete'8; whence he shows that the Triad
is in him complete. In him the Word makes glorious the
creation, and, by bestowing upon it divine life and sonship,
draws it to the Father. But that which joins creation to the
Word cannot belong to the creatures; and that which
bestows sonship upon the creation could not be alien from
the Son. For we should have otherwise to seek another spirit, g
so that by him this Spirit might be joined to the Word. But
that would be absurd. The Spirit, therefore, does not belong
to things originated; he pertains to the Godhead of the
Father, and in him the Word makes things originated divine.
But he in whom creation is made divine cannot be outside
the Godhead of the Father.
26. That the Spirit is above the creation, distinct in
nature from things originated, and proper to the Godhead,
can be seen from the following consideration also. The Holy
Spirit is incapable of change and alteration.1 For it says,
253 (continued)

both are collateral points in a controversy whose crisis is past, and which
he can, therefore, see as a whole.
, 1 Corinthians 28.
5 Romans 815.
6 Galatians 46.
7 1 Peter 414.
8 John 1418-17.
9 to seek another spirit: An adaptation of the argument used of the Son,
c.Ar.II.22. cf. also ibid.I.15, III.2, de Dec.8 and ad EpiJC.14.
261 incapable ot change and alteration: aTeem-ov ~al dvaAAo{wTOV, are not to
be distinguished in meaning. Their association is in the nature of a formula,
S . A .- O
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'The Holy Spirit of discipline will flee deceit and will start
away from thoughts that are without understanding.'2 And
Peter says: 'In the incorruptibility of the meek and quiet
Spirit.'s Again, in Wisdom: 'Thine incorruptible Spirit is in
all things." And if 'none knoweth the things of God save the
Spirit of God which is in him',o and, as James said, in God
'there is no variation nor shadow that is cast by turning'6the Holy Spirit, being in God, must be incapable of change,
variation, 7 and corruption. But the nature of things originated and of things created is capable of change, inasmuch
as it is outside the essence of God, and came into existence
from that which is not. For it says: 'Every man is a liar,'8
and, 'All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.'9
'And angels which kept not their own principality, but left
their proper habitation, he hath kept in everlasting bonds
under darkness unto the judgement of the great day.'lo In
Job: 'If he putteth no trust in his holy angels ... and against
his angels he imputeth evil ... and the stars are not pure in
261 (continued)

. and goes back in Christian literature as far as Theophilus, ad Aut.I1.4, where
they give general expression to the immortality and immutability of God
which is involved in His being dytvvrrroc;. So similarly Origen, in Joh.V1.38,
and Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat.IVA. They may bear this general sense in de
Dec.23. Arius, however, said that the Word was Te=Oc; "al dMOLWT6c;,
meaning that He was capable of moral declension and progress. cf. the Epistle
01 Alexander, apud Socrates, H.E.1.6, and the anathema attached to the creed
of Nicaea. It is in this sense that Athanasius uses these terms here and in
c.A1'.1.35 and ad .,111'.7. Didymus apparently uses them thus, de Sp.S.5; but
in developing the same argument, de Trin.I1.512B, he seeks a wider application, and distinguishes between them. Incorporeal rational creatures suffer
rpfJoea of the will, by changing and falling. Creatures which are rational and
corporeal suffer d).).OtWULC;, in respect of condition (as when Judas lost
sanctity), and in respect of essence (as when the mortal 'puts on immortality').
Irrational creatures suffer TeO:n:1j, as when darkness turns to light. So ps.Basil,
adv.Eun.V.712B, distinguishes between Te=6T1Jc; "a-r'ovutav and "aTa
yvWfJ-1J1I. cf. also John of Damascus, de Fide Orth.1.796B.
S Wisdom h.
8 1 Peter 3..
4 Wisdom 121.
6 1 Corinthians 211.
6 James 117.
7 incapable 01 variation: For this celebrated word, d:n:aeaAAa:>eTOC; in Athanasius, cf. de Dec.20, 24, c.Ar.III.36, etc. Generally it conveys the notion of
exact correspondence between an image and its exemplar.
s Psalm 11611.
e Romans 323.
10 Jude 6.
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his sight.'ll Paul writes: 'Know ye not that we shall judge
angels? How much more things that pertain to this life ?'12
We have heard too that the devil, who was 'between the
cherubim', and was 'the seal of the likeness', fell 'as lightning from heaven',l3 But if, while creattires are by nature
capable of change, and such things are written about angels,
the Spirit is the .same and unalterable; if he shares the
immutability of the Son, with him abiding ever unchangeable-what likeness can there be between the unchangeable
and the things that change? It will be clear that he is not a
creature, nor does he belong in essence to the angels, for
they are changeable, but he is the image of the Word and
pertains to the Father.
Again, the Spirit of the Lord fills the universe.14 Thus
David sings: 'Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ?'16 Again,
in Wisdom it is written: 'Thine incorruptible Spirit is in all
things.'16 But things originated are all in places apportioned
to them: sun, moon, and stars in the firmament, clouds in the
air. For men he has 'set the bounds of the peoples'P The
angels are 'sent forth'18 for ministries. 'And the angels came
to stand before the face of the Lord,'ID as it is written in Job.
And Jacob the patriarch dreamed: 'And behold I a ladder
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and
the angels of God ascended and descended upon it.'20 But if
the Spirit fills all things, and in the Word is present in the
midst of all things; and if the angels, being his inferiors, are
circumscribed, and where they are sent forth, there are they
2611 Job 1513,418, 250.
12 1 Corinthians 6s.
18 Ezekie12812, 107 (2814 ?), Luke 1018.
14 fills the universe: In de Dec.l1 he speaks of God as containing the universe
(neelBxWV). Didymus, de 'Trin.II.509A, combines the two expressions. For the
argument, cf. also Didymus, de Sp.S.6, Basil, de Sp.S.54, Ambrose, de Sp.S.I.
74, ps.Athanasius, Disp.c.Ar.39. Athanasius differs from these writers in
insisting on the immanence of the Spirit in creation by reason of His coinherence in the Word, whereas they make their point from His indwelling
in believers. Cyril of Alexandria reproduces the argument in the Athanasian
form, de l'rin.VII.ll05B.
15 Psalm 1397.
18 Wisdom 121.
17 Deuteronomy 328.
18 Job l6.
10 Genesis 2812.
18 Hebrews 114.
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present: it is not to be doubted that the Spirit does not belong
to things originated, nor is he an angel at all, as you say, but
by nature is above the angels.
27. From what follows, also, we may see how the Holy
Spirit is partaken and does not partake.1 cyve must not mind
repeating ourselves.) For, 'It is impossible', it says, 'for
those who were once enlightened 2 and tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted
the good Word of God. . . .' The angels and the other
creatures partake of the Spirit himself; hence they can fall
away 3 from him whom they partake. But the Spirit is always
the same; he does not belong to those who partake, but all
things partake of him. But if he is always the same and
always partaken; and if the creatures partake of him-the
Holy Spirit can neither be an angel nor a creature of any
kind, but proper to the Word. And being given by the
Word, he is partaken by the creatures. For they would have
to say that the Son is a creature, of whom we are all made
partakers in the Spirit.
Again, the Holy Spirit is one, but the creatures are many.
For the angels are 'thousand thousand' and 'ten thousand
times ten thousand',' and there are many lights 6 and thrones
and lordships and heavens and cherubim and seraphim and
271 partaken and does not partake: cf. supra 23(123). Athanasius makes the
point again, not because he has anything to add to what he has said already,
but because it is bound up with what immediately precedes. The Spirit cannot lose His sanctity, because He does not receive it by participation, but
possesses it essentially, as a part of Himself.
2 who were once enlightened: Hebrews 6'-1S. From the following sentence it
might seem that Athanasius is restricting the application of this passage to
angels and other dawl'a-ra, in order to avoid the conclusion which Origen and
Theognostus drew from it, that post-baptismal sin is beyond forgiveness.
See Quic.dix.2. But Athanasius's treatment of it, ibid.6, is on different lines.
Moreover, It is quite natural for him to specify angels here, for throughout
this section it is the contrast between the Spirit and angels which is uppermost in his mind.
3 hence they can fall away: cf. Didymus, de Sp.S.5, de 'Trin.II.524A, 540B,
etc.
, Daniel 710.
6 lights: tp(J)(JTii(!e~, suggested by Genesis 11&, as in cAr.II.27.
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many archangels. In a word, creatures are not. one but, taking all together, many and diverse. But if the Holy Spirit is
one,6 and the creatures many and angels many-what likeness can there be between the Spirit and things originate?
It is obvious that the Spirit does not belong to the many nor
is he an angel. But because he is one, and, still more, because
he is proper to the Word who is one, he is proper to God
who is one, and one in essence 7 with him.
These sayings concerning the Holy Spirit, by themselves
alone, show that in nature and essence he has nothing in
common with or proper to creatures, but is distinct from
things originate, proper to, and not alien from, the Godhead
and essence of the Son; in virtue of which essence and nature
he is of the Holy Triad, and puts their stupidity to shame.
28. But, beyond these sayings, let us look at the very
tradition, teaching, and faith 1 of the Catholic Church from
the beginning, which the Lord gave,2 the Apostles preached,
278 il the Holy Spiritiso1U: cf. supra 11(89) and infra 29(137). Athanasiushere
applies to the Spirit an argument he has already used of the Son, c.Ar.I1.27.
Didymus repeats it, de 'Trin.II.553A. See also ihid.484.
7 one in essence: The first appearance of op.oOVf1wr; in these letters. For its
interpretation, see on II.3(154f.) and 5(159). Of the Spirit it occurs again only
in III.1(171). We may compare its omission in 'Tom.ad Ant. and in ad ]ov. as
well as the solitary instance of its use in c.Ar.I-III, in 1.9. There it occurs
at the beginning of the work, in a statement of the orthodox faith, as an
authorized term. Here Athanasius introduces it toward the end of his argument, inasmuch as its application to the Spirit is without precedent.
281 tradition, teaching, and faith: cf. ad Adelph.6 init., 'But our faith is
orthodox, and starts from the teaching of the Apostles and tradition of the
Fathers, being confirmed ... .' Athanasius does not distinguish naeaOof1Lr; and
OtOaf1xa).{a, as we find them distinguished, for example, in Clement of
Alexandria, Strom.VII.xvii.108, 'The naeaoof1tr; of the Apostles, like their
otoaf1xa).{a, has been always one', where apparently owaf1xaJ.la is something
fuller in content. cf. Prestige, Fathers and Heretics, p.12. See Apol.37: ' ...
holding the teaching of the Catholic Church which had been "traditioned" to
them from the Fathers.'
2 which the Lord gave: cf. ad Alr.1 init.: ' ... concerning the sound faith
which Christ bestowed upon us, the Apostles preached, and the Fathers who
met at Nicaea ... have handed down.' For eqnJAa~ev cf. de Dec.5 init., Basil,
de Sp.S.66, Ep.ccxxvi, Didymus, de 'Trin.I1.743B. It is important to understand what Athanasius is appealing to here. The passage from ad Adelph.
which we have already quoted makes it clear that tradition to Athanasius is
not an indefinite source of knowledge, independent of Scripture. Not only
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and the Fathers kept. Upon this the Church is founded, and
he who should fall away from it would not be a Christian,
and should no longer be so called. There is, then, a Triad,3
holy and complete, confessed to be God 4 in Father, Son, and
282 (continued)
does he insist upon the sufficiency of Scripture (de Syn.6 and elsewhere), he
does not strictly distinguish tradition and Scripture. See Robertson, Intro.
lxxiv. Nor is he appealing to the authority of earlier Fathers. We may compare the very real difference that exists for Basil between the ;7taeaoou~
ayearpor; which, as Harnack rightly observes, is a matter of ritual, and the
'testirMnia veterum' in which the liturgical ;7taeaOOULr; is occasionally expressed.
In passing, we may notice that Basil does not in fact refer 'the orthodox
doctrine of the Holy Ghost to the unwritten tradition', as Harnack, H.D .IIL
213, note, would have him do. He appeals to the tradition, very properly,
upon a point of liturgical usage. There is, therefore, no point in Harnack's
comment on the present passage, H.D.IV.1l3, note 2, that Athanasius is able
to construe the tradition 'ideally only', and that he does not quote any
authorities. The real direction of Athanasius's appeal is to be understood from
the citation of the baptismal formula later on. It is of the faith as delivered,
expounded, and confessed in baptism that he is thinking. Thus the nfJsp.sJ,,{wTaL
of the succeeding sentence is taken up again in the preamble to the citation
of Matthew 281i by TOVTOV fJsp.iJ..wv TLfJevaL, making plain that the fJsp.iAwv
is nothing other than the threefold Name as invoked in baptism. See also
intra III.6(176). So Cyril of Jerusalem refers to the instruction he gives to
catechumens as c5toau'GaJ,,{a and 1] Tijr; ;7tlUTSWr; c5toau'GaJ,,{a, i.e. exposition of
the baptismal formula, Cat.IV.l, 2. For similar appeals, cf. the Epistle 0/
Eusebius, apud Socrates, H.E.L8, and Basil, de Sp.S.67, etc. See also Epiphanius, Anc.1l9 fin. and de 'Trin.et Sp.S.7.
S 'There is, then, a 'Triad: The following sentences give the most complete
statement of Trinitarian doctrine in Athanasius's writings. We may compare
what he says in c.Ar.L18 and lILts. But the present passage emphasizes, as
these do not, the distinction of hypostases within the Godhead. His language
on this point is almost identical with that attributed in 'Tom.ad Ant.S fin.
to those who defended the expression TeS;;, V;7tOUTaqur;, and suggests that he
was already alive to the possibility of reaching an understanding with the
Asian conservatives. If this be so, it is less likely than ever that the Tropici
are to be identified with Macedonius and his party.
4 c011/used to be God: fJsOAOYOvp.evrr cf. c.Ar.LlO, fJsoAoysi 'Gal OWCJlVSL @sOv
elvaL. See also ibid.II.S8, 7t, and for other examples Newman's note there, as
well as intra 29(137£.),31(142). But the interpretation is not entirely clear.
Athanasius may intend the emphasis to rest upon fJsOAOYOVfJbr] , meaning
that in confessing Father, Son, and Holy Spirit we necessarily confess the
Triad to be divine. So de hlc.et c.Ar.19 of the Word, fJ60AoyoVp.SVOr; iv IIaTel,
wr; 'Gal 6 IIUT~e lv Ylq; ()SOAoyS;;Tat. Or the whole phrase may be an extension
of TsAda. The Triad is perfect inasmuch as it is confessed in three Persons.
cf. c.fir.LI8, lv Te,dc5t 1) fJsoAoyla TsAda lUTl, i.e. not in a dyad or a tetrad
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Holy Spirit, having nothing foreign or external mixed with
it, not composed of one that creates and one that is originated, but all creative 5; and it is consistent 6 and in nature
indivisible, and its activity is one. The Father does all things
through the Word in the Holy Spirit. Thus the unity of the
holy Triad is preserved. Thus one God is preached in the
Church, 'who is over all,? and through all, and in all'-'over
all', as Father, as beginning, as fountain; 'through all',
through the Word; 'in all', in the Holy Spirit. It is a Triad
not only in name 8 and form of speech, but in truth and
actuality.9 For as the Father is he that is, so also his Word is
one that is 10 and God over all. And the Holy Spirit is not
without actual existence, but exists and has true being. Less
284 (continued)

or anything else, but only in a Triad. Or again, there may be a reference to the
baptismal formula, confessed, that is, in baptism, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
S all creative: cf. again c.Ar.I.18: ~lCoVGd llJ"'ll "aI5T}!-'loveyo, 1) Teta,.
6 consistent: o!-,ota eavril. See infra on II.3(154f.).
7 who is over all: Ephesians 46. cf. supra 15(94) and infra III.6(176). It is
noteworthy that in all these places he ignores the "al IIaT~e of the New Testament text of this passage. He makes no use of it elsewhere, but argues from
I Corinthians 8e. In his exegesis here and in de Syn.35 and 49, he takes no
account of the argument advanced by Aetius from the association of the prepositions I5td and lv with the Son and the Spirit respectively, that the lv
signifies that the Spirit is no more than an instrument. cf. Basil, de Sp.S.4-12.
Indeed, his assertion, infra 29 init.(137), that to deny the deity of the Spirit
is to deny that God is in all things, would destroy the whole case that Basil
builds up against Aetius.
8 not only in name: cf. crom.ad Ant.5: ' ... not a triad in name only, but
existing.and subsisting in truth, both a Father truly existing and subsisting,
and a Son truly substantial and subsisting, and a Holy Spirit subsisting and
really existing.'
9 actuality: fJnae~t,. cf. ad Afr.4: 1] 58 vn6lJ"'laG" O-oGla llJ"'li "al o-o5ev dAA.O
U7JfLaw6fLBVov lXet 7j amo TO av. 8nee' Ieee/-l[a, fJnae~/v ovo/-laCel ... 1] ycie
vn6lJ"'laG" "al1) o-oGla (Jnae~k llJ"'ll. EGTI ycie "al vncleXet. On its use by later
writers, see Prestige, G.P.cr.245, etc.
10 one that is: Reading with RSB, cl\v llJ"'ll. The context makes it clear that
Athanasius means to express, not the Son's participation in the being of the
Father, which 0 cl\v, the reading of A, would suggest, but the reality of the
distinction which exists, within the Triad, between them. He usually expresses this, as in the passage from crom.ad Ant. just given, and as of the
Spirit in this passage here below, by vnclexew or vtpllJ"'ldvat or d).T}OW, elvat,
rather than by elvat by itself, which would suggest that the Father and Son
W
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than these (Persons)l1 the Catholic Church does not hold,
lest she sink to the level of the modern Jews, imitators of
Caiaphas, and to the level of Sabellius.12 Nor does she add to
them by speculation, lest she be carried into the polytheism
of the heathen. And that they may know this to be the
faith of the Church, let them learn how the Lord, when
sending forth the Apostles, ordered them to lay this foundation for the Church, saying: 'Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.'13 The Apostles went, and thus
they taught; and this is the preaching that extends to the
whole Church which is under heaven.
29. Since then the Church has this foundation of faith,
let these men tell us once again and let them make answer,
Is God triad or dyad?l If he is dyad, then you are welcome
to count the Spirit with the creatures. In that case, however,
2810 (continued)
have one being, as in c.Ar.Il,35. Notice, however, the use of ivovaw,. But
Athanasius never refers to the Spirit as ovata, as does Basil, de Sp.S.46.
11 Less than these . .. : To deny the Godhead or hyparxis of the Spirit must
I ead to unitarianism or Patripassianism, for what is true of the Third Person
must be true of the Second.
11 Sabellius: For Athanasius's judgement upon Sabellianism, see intra IV.
5(186), de Sent.Dion.5, 26, etc., c.Ar.1I1.4.
11 Go and make disciples ... : Matthew 281i. Although Athanasius quotes
the formula from the text of Matthew, the drift of the passage makes it clear
that he regards it as the fundamental of the :n;aeac5oa~ and c5tc5aaxa),[a to
which he is appealing. So Eusebius also quotes the words (c.Mar.I.I): U
dyeatp01J :n;aeac56a6W,. See Prestige, Fathers and Heretics, p.38, etc. cf. Basil's
extraordinary question (de Sp.S.67): 'Of the very confession of our faith in
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, what is the written source?' The words of
initiation are, for him, so knit into the cultus of the Church that for the
moment he overlooks their Scriptural authority.
29 1 triad 01' dyad: See supra on 2(63f.). To Arius, God is successively ",ova"
&d" and Teta" as is admitted in the extracts from the Thalia quoted by
Athanasius in de Syn.15. There are indications that Aetius and Eunornius,
with greater wisdom, tacitly discarded the whole terminology. Athanasius's
contention here, as in c.Ar.1.18, is that God must be either one or the other;
that it is inconsistent with any conception of God worthy the name that He
should be involved in 'becoming' and change. 1£ He is a dyad, He is a dyad
now no less than at the beginning. 1£ He is a triad now, He was so at the
beginning no less than now.

EPISTLE ONE

137

the faith which you hold is not in one God, 'Who is over all,
and through all, and in all'.2 If you divide and alienate the
Spirit from the Godhead, you have not that which is 'in all';
and, if you think like this, the rite of initiation 3 which you
reckon to perform is not entirely into the Godhead. For with
the Godhead there is mixed a creature; and, like the Arians
and the heathen," you too confess creation to be divine
292 Ephesians 48.
a the rite of initiation: Athanasius here extends to the Tropici what he has
already written concerning baptism by the Arians, c.Ar.IL42-3. cf. especially:
'And these too hazard the fullness of the mystery, I mean baptism. For if ...
they do not confess a true Father, because they deny what is from Him and
like His essence, and deny also the true Son ... is not the rite administered
by them altogether empty and unprofitable? ... For the Arians do not
baptize into Father and Son but into Creator and creature, and into Maker
and work.' In both passages, however, a certain hesitation is noticeable. He
questions the reality of baptism received from these heretics, but does not
deny it in so many words. The virtue of the sacrament is 'hazarded'; and,
intra, it is dptpawt;, 'without guarantee' (not 'invalid'). This is consistent with
the silence of the Council of Alexandria upon the point, and with Epiphanius's criticism of those who insist on the rebaptism of Arians (Exp.Fid.13).
Basil is very clear as to the principle (for the Pneumatomachists, see de Sp.S.26
and 28) and characteristically cautious in practice. There is no mention of
Arians and Pneumatomachists in Ep.clxxxviii.l. Didymus insists that baptism
into the 'bare name' of the Spirit, i.e. without the true faith, is useless (de
'Trin.IL673). But elsewhere he tries to make capital out of the fact that
Eunomians and Phrygians are submitted to rebaptism while other heretics,
presumably including Pneumatomachists, are only anointed (cf. ibid.720A).
The text shows some signs of corruption, and possibly a reference to Sabellians was also intended. This would bring the statement into general conformity with the (spurious) seventh canon of Constantinople, which requires
rebaptism of all heretics in general and these three types in particular, but
exct?pts from the rule Arians and Macedonians. See Gwatkin, S.A.134-S.
, the Arians and the heathen: cf. c.Ar.II.14 fin. It is characteristic of
Athanasius that whereas in the previous section he calls the Arians Jews, he
now associates them with the pagans. For if the theory of Arianism was
unitarian, its practical consequences were none the less pagan. So in ad Episc.
13 it is admirably described as 'Iovoawp.ot; lX(J)v iyy1}t; enaxo)'0v8oVvTa TOV
'EUr/vurp.ov. It was a fatal defect that, while it claimed to secure the unity of
God by excluding the divine Son from the Godhead, it still associated Him
with God in grace and glory. Athanasius is never tired of pressing this point.
See c.Ar.IIL16 and Newman's references there. Its application to the Spirit
is not perhaps quite so telling, for He is never called eeOt;, and later Pneumatomachists, at least, refused to associate Him in worship with the Father. (See
Basil, de Sp.S.48, and ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.1.4, etc.) But Athanasius is here
arguing from His invocation at baptism.
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together with God who made it through his own Word. If
this is your attitude, what hope have yOU? Who will unite
you to God, 5 if you have not the Spirit of God, but the spirit
which belongs to creation? How rash and careless on your
part to reduce the Father and his Word to the level of creatures, and yet to set the creatures on a level with God I For
that is what you are doing when you imagine the Spirit as a
creature and rank him with the Triad. What madness too on
your part to impute injustice to God,6 in that not all angels
nor all creatures, but one from among them, is numbered
with God and his Word I For if, as you say, the Spirit were
at once an angel and a creature and ranked with the Triad,
then it would be necessary not for one, but for all the angels
that have been created to be ranked with the Godhead, and
for there to be no longer a Triad but an unnumbered multitude 7 therein. So that the initiation therein, 8 which, to repeat,
appears to be yours, is divided this way and that; and, by
reason of its variegation,9 is without guarantee. Such are
29 5 Who will unite you: For Athanasius the objection to Arian and Tropicist
baptism received added force from the fact that baptism depends for its
efficacy upon the very things these heresies denied. cf. c.Ar.n.69, 'If the Son
were a creature, man had remained mortal as before, not being joined to
God', and also ibid.I.34 and de Syn .36.
6 to impute infustice to God: cf. supra 11(89). So (c.Ar.II.29) he charges the
Arians with imputing cpB6vo~ to God: 'in that he has not taught many how to
create, so that there may be around him, as archangels and angels many, so
creators many.'
7 an unnumbered multitude: cf. ,oAr.nU6.
S the initiation therein . .. : 1j lv ToVTfP :nd).w oo"ovaa Teklwau;. :naJ.w here
makes it plain that oo"ovaa is to be taken with TeJ.dwa£r; rather than 8v Tomq>,
for it can only refer back to f)v vo!-'lt eTe :nOte'iv. The doubt attaches, not to the
fact that they are baptized into a :nJ.1']Bvr; Be6T7JTOr;, as Montfaucon's rendering suggests, but to the reality of their claim to be baptized at all.
s variegation: :no,,,,i.la. There may be a suggestion of contempt in this
word, for Aristotle uses it of the variegated colouring of animals (Hist.Anim.
SIB.b.16, etc.). That :no,,,[J.oc; in this sense was in common use is shown by
the examples in P.G. 'T. On the other hand, in some New Testament instances
of the word, plurality, as much as difference, seems to be indicated (e.g.
James 12 and 1 Peter 20). That this is also the case here is suggested by the
previous sentence. Each of this unnumbered multitude of divine personages
will contribute its own splash of colour to this patchwork deity. cf. Cyril of
Alexandria (de 'Trin.Vn.10BOB): 'We have been baptized into the one God-
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your rites and those of the Arians, who dispute about the
Godhead and serve creatures before the God who created
all things.
30. Such absurdities meet you if you say God is dyad.
But if he is triad, as indeed he is; and if the Triad has been
shown to be indivisible and consistent-then its holiness
must be one, and its eternity one, and its immutable nature.
For as the faith in the Triad,l which has been delivered to us,
joins us to God; and as he who takes anything away 2 from
29 9 (continued)

head and Lordship of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, not as into a multitudinous number of gods, nor as giving worship to the creature.'
301 the faith in the 'Triad: Emphatic. It is the faith that unites us to God;
and baptism follows upon faith, ",BTa T-YpI nlcrcw, as in Cyril of Jerusalem (Cat.
V.6). So Basil, de Sp.S.28, speaks of baptism and faith as 'two inseparable ways
of salva tion; faith is perfected through ba ptism,ba ptism is est ablished through
faith, and both are completed by the same names ... first comes the confession,
introducing us to salvation, and baptism follows, setting the seal upon our
assent'. It should be noted that, as far as our scanty references enable us to
judge, Athanasius lays emphasis, in his doctrine of baptism, on the incorporation into the divine life.which it bestows, rather than on the forgiveness
of sins. So de Dec.30, c.Ar.I.34, H.4t. But see Quic.dix.6. This is, indeed,
generally true of the Eastern Church. See Harnack, H.D.H.140, note 4. Also
that here and elsewhere he disregards the post-baptismal chrism for the
imparting of the Spirit. The Spirit is truly and fully given in baptism. cf.
Cyril of Jerusalem (Cat.XX.6) and see the comments of Gifford (Intro.
xxxii). On both points this position is clearly distinguishable from that of the
Western Fathers, notably Cyprian; though there is some confusion in
Cyprian as to the second (cf. Ep.lxxiii.7). It is consistent with this that
whereas Cyprian's chief objection to heretical baptism is that it is given by
those who, being outside the Church which alone has authority to forgive
sins, cannot administer 'true and ecclesiastical baptism'; that of Athanasius
and of the Eastern Fathers generally rests on the fact that the faith in which
it is given is defective (cf. Cyprian, Ep.lxix.2). This is seen by the way they
apply Ephesians 46. To Cyprian, the recognition of heretical baptism implies
that there are two baptisms, one inside and the other outside the church (see
Ep.lxxiii.5). To Athanasius, the character of Arian theology implies an inconsistency within the sacrament itself.
2 who takes anything away: Apart from an obscure reference in Cyprian
(Ep.lxxiv.18), the indications are that the Trinitarian formula was universally
used. Socrates (H.E.V.24) tells us that the Eunomians baptized 'not into the
Triad, but into the death of Christ'. (See also Sozomen, H.E.VI.26, and
Theodoret, Haer.Fah.IV.3.) But this may mean no more than that they used
but one immersion. Epiphanius (Haer.lxrvijin.) preserves a Trinitarian invocation as used by Aetius. Passages in the New Testament, such as Acts 818,
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the Triad, and is baptized in the name of the Father alone, or
in the name of the Son alone, or in the Father and the Son
without the Holy Spirit, receives nothing, but remains
ineffective and uninitiated, both himself and he who is
supposed to initiate him 3 (for the rite of initiation is in the
Triad); so he who divides the Son from the Father, or who
reduces the Spirit to the level of the creatures, has neither
the Son nor the Father, but is without God,4 worse than an
unbeliever, and anything rather than a Christian. And justly
so. Eor as baptism, which is given in Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, is one; and as there is one faith in the Triad (as the
Apostle said); so the holy Triad, being identical with itselfs
and united within itself, has in it nothing which belongs to '
things originate. This is the indivisible unity of the Triad;
and faith therein is one. But if, from the new discovery you
302 (continued)

which seem to speak of baptism into one Person only, were at once a problem,
since they seemed to disregard the Spirit, and an opportunity, as they might
be taken to mean that the Spirit is invoked in the Son. Compare the references
given supra on 14(93f.), especially to Ambrose (deSp.S.I.35), who defends baptism in one Person, provided there be no denial of the other two, just as
he condemns baptism into three Persons if 'the power of anyone of them
is diminished'.
'
3 who is supposed to initiate him: This must be interpreted in a general sense,
as Basil (de Sp.S.28): 'perilous to the baptizer and of no advantage to the
baptized.' It does not mean that ministers of heretical baptism forfeited the
Christian character bestowed upon them by their own baptism. Rebaptism
of the lapsed was forbidden by Dionysius of Alexandria (apud Eusebius, H.E.
VII.7). Moreover, Athanasius himself taught that baptismal grace was finally
withdrawn from the wicked only at the last judgement (Exp.in Psal.lxxvi.12).
, without God: 11.0eo~. Athanasius applies the term impartially to Jew and
pagan and Arian, so that it must not be taken as 'atheist'. See Newman's
notes on de Dec.1 and c.Ar.I.4.
6 identical with itself: 1} airc~ oiJGa eamfj, carries a stage farther the application t,o the whole Triad of terms already used to define the relation of Father
and Son. Together with the use of op.ooVGW~ (supra 27(133», it prepares the
way for the phrase op.ooVGW~ T(!uk found in later writers. For references, see
Prestige, G.P.T.225. TaVToV and TamOT7J~ are used by Athanasius to express
the numerical unity of Father and Son involved in the confession of the
op.ooVGWV (de Dec.23, c.Ar.IlL3, etc.) . Here, however, 1} allT?] means no more
than that each constituent of the Triad is of the same kind as the whole. cf.
TaVTOT1}~ infra in Il.3(154f.) and in de Syn.53; and also Didymus, de Trin.lI.
629B: TO Tamov Tij, £V p.tij. OeOT7Jn GVp.rpwvov Teuioo,.
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Tropici have made, it is not so; if you have dreamed dreams 6
of calling the Holy Spirit a creature-then you no longer
have one faith and one baptism, 7 but two, one in the Father
and the Son, another in an angel who is a creature. There is
no security or truth left you. For what communion can there
be between that which is originate and that which creates?
What unity between the lower creatures and the Word who
created them? Knowing this, the blessed Paul 8 does not
divide the Triad as you do; but, teaching its unity, when he
wrote to the Corinthians concerning things spiritual, he finds
the source 9 of all things in one God, the Father, saying:
'There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And
there are diversities of ministrations, but the same Lord.
And there are diversities of workings, but the same God
who worketh all things in all.'lo The gifts which the Spirit
divides to each are bestowed from the Father through the
Word. For all things that are of the Father are of the Son
also; therefore those things which are given from the Son in
308 dreamed dreams: EV1J1tvufufJ1)Tll, suggested, no doubt, by Evv1tvLaC6pevot in
Jude 8, 'yielding to their own wayward fancies' (Chase).
7 one faith and one baptism: cf. c.Ar.III.16. There is for Athanasius a clear
and intimate connexion between the one faith and the one baptism and the
one God. If the integrity of baptism depends upon the integrity of the faith
in which it is given, this, in turn, depends on the inner consistency of the
divine life it sets forth. Unity of faith is not merely uniformity of confession,
as it is in de Syn.54fin. It also involves the unity of that which is confessed.
cf. Cyril of Jerusalem (Cat.XVI.4): 'With the Holy Spirit, through the Son,
we preach one God. The faith is indivisible; the worship inseparable.'
8 the blessed Paul: Athanasius now restates from 1 Corinthians 124, etc.,
and 2 Corinthians 1313 the argument of supra 19-20(108ff.). Only what saw
there argued of the Son and the Spirit is now shown to be true of the whole
Triad, and the unity of the Godhead is demonstrated from the one activity
whose source is in the Father Himself.
t finds the source: 'omnia ad unum Deum tanquam ad caput reducit' (Montfaucon). Athanasius means that the various spiritual gifts and ministries can
be grouped together as having their source in the activity of the Father.
IIaTtea here is emphatic. The divine activity, no less than the divine life,
proceeds from Him. Although dvaxlltpaAatoifv is formed from "EtpaAawv,
Ephesians 110 suggested to Patristic exegetes the force of "EtpaA7J. cf. Chrysostom, Comm. in loc.: ptav "EtpaA1}v cmacn'V Ent01J"1l TO "aTd uae"d XeWTOV "at
dyytAOU; "al d'VOecJJ1to~. TOVTtUTt'V ••• ptav deX'/}J' l~CJ)"E.
10 1 Corinthians 12~.
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the Spirit are gifts of the Father. And when the Spirit is in
US, the Word also, who gives the Spirit, is in us, and in the
Word is the Father. S.o it is as it is said: 'We will come, I and
the Father, and make our abode with him.'ll For where the
light is, there is also the radiance; and where the radiance is,
there also is its activity and lambent grace.12 This again the
Apostle teaches, when he wrote to the Corinthians, in the
second letter as well, saying: 'The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.'13 For this grace and gift that is given
is given in the Triad, from the Father, through the Son, in
the Holy Spirit. As the grace given is from the Father
through the Son, so we can have no communion in the gift
except in the Holy Spirit. For it is when we partake of him
that we have the love of the Father and the grace of the Son
and the communion of the Spirit himself.
31. This consideration also shows that the activity of
the Triad is one. The Apostle does not mean that the
things which are given are given differently and separately 1
by each Person, but that what is given is given in the
Triad, and that all are from the one God. Him therefore
who is no creature but is one with the Son as the Son is
one with the Father, who is glorified with the Father and
the Son, who is confessed as God 2 with the Word, who is
3011 John 1423.
12 its activity and lambent grace: cf. on 20 (p.116 supra). tlveeye£a and xae£.
here are to be interpreted from lvieye£a and &oeea there. For 'lambent',
aVyoew1}., cf. Philo, Op.Mund.8, Quis Rer.DivAS, Hippolytus, Ref.U9,
Origen, c.Cels.II.60.
la 2 Corinthians 1313.
311 differently and separately: The charisms of the Apostolic benediction
are not to be regarded as separate gifts severally appropriated to the three
Persons. cf. Didymus, de Sp.S.16: 'Ostenditur quippe ex sermone praesenti
(i.e. 2 Corinthians 1313) una 'Irinitatis assumptio: cum is qui gratiam Christi
accepit, habet eam tam per administrationem Patris quam per largitionem
Spiritus sancti . ... Una igitur gratia, Patris et Filii et Spiritus sancti operatione
completa, 'Irinitas unius substantiae demonstratur.
2 confessed as God: 8wI.OYOVjlEVOV. The most explicit declaration of the
Spirit's Godhead in these letters. Athanasius never applies to Him the title
6)eo., as Basil does in an almost contemporary letter, viii.ll. See too Ep.
clxxxix.S. (His 'reserve' on this point (see Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xliii.69)
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active in the works which the Father works through the
Son-is not the man who calls him a creature guilty of a
direct impiety against the Son himself? For there is nothing
that is not originated and actuated through the Word in
the Spirit. Thus it is sung in the Psalms: 'By the Word
of the Lord the heavens were established, and all their
might by the Spirit of his mouth.'3 And in the one hundred
and forty-seventh Psalm: 'He shall send out his Word and
shall melt them; he shall breathe his Spirit and the waters
shall flow.'''' We were justified, as the Apostle says: 'in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.'6
For the Spirit is indivisible from the Word. So when Christ
says, 'We will come, the Father and 1',6 the Spirit comes
with them and shall dwell in us not otherwise than as the
Son; as Paul writes to the Ephesians: 'That he would grant
you according to the riches of his glory, that ye may be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inward
31 2 (continued)

was limited to official utterances during his episcopate.) Athanasius shows no
trace of the embarrassment felt by later Catholic writers at the lack of explicit
Scriptural authority for calling the Spirit ee6~. cf. especially Gregory N azianzen, Orat.xxxi.25-8 (where the silence of Scripture is explained), and Didymus, de 'Trin.n.633A (where it is denied!-but see ibid.729B, where the argument of Gregory is summarized). The appeal to the silence of Scripture
belongs rather to the Macedonians than to the Tropici and their Anomoean
teachers. These last, indeed, could hardly make the absence of the divine
title significant for the Spirit without admitting its presence to be significant
for the Son.
3 By the Word of the Lord: Psalm 336. The following catena of proof texts
is intended to establish the operation of the Spirit in all the works of God:
in creation and nature, in grace, in prophecy, and in the Incarnation. The
first two points are very slightly illustrated, so far as the second is concerned
because of the many references in 22 supra. The great attention paid to the
Spirit's activity in revelation is in line with the traditional Christian emphasis
upon His ministry in prophecy. On the Spirit as creator, see supra 9(82f.) and
24(127). Owing to the dearth of suitable texts, Psalm 336 came to be widely
used to prove this point. cf. Didymus, de 'Trin.II.573B, ps. Basil, adf).Eun.V.
713B, ps.Athanasius, de 'Trin.et Sp.S.9, Dial.de 'Trin.III.23 (with reply to
Macedonian evasions), Cyril of Alexandria, de 'Trin.VII.1112. Also, more
generally, of the Spirit's activity, Basil, de Sp.S.40, and ps.Athanasius, c.Mac.

U2.
• Psalm 14718.

6

1 Corinthians 611.

e John 1428.
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man, that Christ may dwell ... '7 But if the Son is in us, the
Father also is in us; as the Son says: 'I am in the Father, and
the Father in me.'s Therefore, when the Word is in the prophets, they prophesy in the Holy Spirit. 9 When Scripture
says 'The Word of the Lord came'lO to this particular prophet, it shows that he prophesied in the Holy Spirit. In
Zechariah it is written: 'But receive my words and my commandments which I charge by my Spirit to my servants the
prophets'll; and, when the prophet rebuked the people a
little farther on, he said: 'They made their hearts disobedient, lest they should hear my law and the words which the
Lord of hosts has sent by his Spirit by the hands of the
prophets of old.'12 Peter in Acts said: 'Brethren, it was needful that the Scripture should be fulfilled which the Holy
Spirit spake before.'13 And the Apostles cried aloud together,
'0 Lord, thou that didst make the heaven and the earth and
the sea and all that in them is, who by the Holy Spirit, by the
mouth of our father David 14 thy servant, didst say .. .'
And Paul, when he was in Rome, spoke boldly to the Jews
who came to him: 'Well spake the Holy Spirit by Isaiah
the prophet unto your fathers.'15 And in writing to Timothy:
'The Spirit saith expressly that in later times some shall fall
317 Ephesians 316-17.

8

John 1410.

» they prophesy in the Holy Spirit: Athanasius's argument here is taken up

by later writers. See Didymus, de Sp.S.29 (with copious references), de (bin.
II.SOO, Basil, de Sp.S.37, Ambrose, de Sp.S.II.130-2, ps.Basil, adfJ.Eun.V.721,

ps.Athanasius, de Inc.et c.Ar.14, de 'Irin.et Sp.S.ll, Cyril of Alexandria, de
'Iri1t. VII. 1096.
10 e.g. Micah h, Jeremiah h.
11 Zechariah le.
12 Zechariah 71~.
18 Acts 116.
11 by the mouth of our father DafJid: Acts 42H. The text of Athanasius here
is very close to that of Codex Vaticanus, 6 1:oiJ :na1:/?Ot; nflwv &d :nveVfla1:0t;
dylov crc6p.a1:ot; LJaPll5 :naw6t; O'ov el:ndw, which is generally agreed to be untranslatable as it stands. It is, however, difficult to believe that Athanasius
would have quoted these words unless he had been able to find meaning in
them. Accordingly, while the Revised Version rendering is given in the translation, it is probable that Athanasius found here a reference to the Trinity,
taking 1:oiJ :na1:/?Ot; nflwv of the Father Himself, '0 Master, ... Son of our
Father, who hast spoken .... ' This interpretation would facilitate the perversion of dYI6v • • . O'OV to airroiJ • •. airroiJ, which all the chief MSS. attest here.
u Acts 2826.
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away from the sound faith, giving heed to spirits of seduction.'16 Thus when the Spirit is said to be in anyone, it means
that the Word is in him,I7 bestowing the Spirit. When the
prophecy was being fulfilled, '1 will pour out my Spirit upon
all flesh',18 Paul said: 'According to the supply of the Spirit
of Jesus Christ unto me.'19 And to the Corinthians he wrote,
'If ye seek a proof of Christ that speaketh in me'. . . .20
But if he who spoke in him was Christ, then clearly the
Spirit that spoke in him was Christ's. For when Christ was
speaking in him, he said once again in Acts: 'Now, behold, I
go bound in the Spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that shall befall me there, save that the Holy Spirit
testifieth to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.'21 Hence, if the saints say, 'Thus saith the
Lord',22 they speak not otherwise than in the Holy Spirit.
And if they speak in the Holy Spirit, they speak the things
of the Spirit 23 in Christ. When Agabus says in Acts, 'Thus
saith the Holy Spirit',24 it is not otherwise than by the Word
coming to him that the Spirit too bestows upon him the
power to speak and to testify to the things that were waiting
for Paul at Jerusalem. So when the Spirit once again testified 25
to Paul, Christ, as aforesaid, was speaking in him, so that
the testimony which came from the Spirit belonged to the
Word. So too when the Word visited the holy Virgin Mary,26
the Spirit came to her with him, and the Word in the Spirit
moulded the body and conformed it to himself; desiring to
.3116 1 Timothy 41.
it means that the Word is in him: A further illustration of the unity of
lveeyeLa in the Godhead. But, even more significantly, it harmonizes the doc17

trine of Athanasius with the 'Paedagogus' Logosophy of the earlier Alexandrians, notably Clement. See his Paed.I.ll and the note on III.5(174) and
Intro.IV(36. note 8).
18 Joe1228.
19 Philippians lu.
20 2 Corinthians 138.
n Acts 20~2-3.
n e.g. Amos h.
23 they speak the things of the Spirit: Reading Ta av-rov with RS, for the
TaVTa of BA which is followed by Montfaucon.
21 Acts 2111.
25 once again testified: Apparently the reference is to Acts 202. once more.
28 when the Word flisited ... : cf. 11 (88) supra and III.6(175f.) infra. Itisclear
in both these passages that Athanasius understands 'Holy Spirit' and 'Power
S.A.-IO
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join and present27 all creation to the Father through himself,
and in it28 'to reconcile all things ... having made peace ...
whether things in the heavens or things upon the earth'.29
32. The divine Scriptures, then, consistently show that
the Holy Spirit is not a creature, but is proper to the Word
and to the Godhead of the Father. Thus the teaching of the
saints l joins in establishing 2 the holy and indivisible Triad;
3126 (continued)
of the Highest' in Luke h5 to refer respectively to the Spirit and the Son.
For the earlier interpretations, which took both to apply to the Word, see
Hermas, Sim.v.6, Justin Martyr, Apol.Prima 1.33, Aristides, Apol.15, Theophilus, ad Aut.I1.10, and perhaps Irenaeus, Haer.V.i.2. (The distinction is
clear, ibid.3. It is noteworthy too that Valentinus certainly distinguishes the
Spirit from the Power, identifying them respectively with Sophia and the
Demiurge. See Hippolytus, Ref.V1.30.) For the persistence of this interpretation, especially in the West, see Tertullian, adv.]ud.13, adv.Prax.26, Cyprian,
de Idol.Van.ll, Hilary, de 'Iri1dI.26, Marius Victorinus, adv.Ar.I.56. For
the practice of referring to the Word as JIveVp.a, which chiefly derives from
this, see the references given by Newman in his note on c.Ar.I.11. It is very
clearly reflected in Athanasius's own treatment of Matthew 1226 in Quic.dix.
10, etc., where the sin against the Spirit is interpreted as against Christ's
divine nature. See especially 12: 'that ..• by "Spirit" he might signify his
spiritual, intelligible, and real Godhead.' Swete justly remarks, H.S.A.C.387:
'The prolonged struggle with Arianism cleared the thought of the Church
on this question.' Athanasius's exegesis here does justice to the part taken
by both Word and Spirit. It is faithfully followed by the author of de 'Irin.et
Sp.S.12, and by Didymus, de Sp.S .31. But other writers, anxious to establish
the creative activity of the Spirit, found Matthew ha more to their purpose;
though Proverbs 91 is cited to prove the p.la iVE(!yeta of Son and Spirit. See
ps.Basil, adv.Eun.V.745c, Ambrose, de Sp.S.I1.37, etc., and ps.Athanasius,
c.Mac.I.12, Dial.de 'Irin.I1I.25. The last two passages are of particular
interest, for they make it plain that the Macedonians clung to the old interpretation of JIveiJp.a liywv in Matthew ha.
11 to join and present: See infra 11.9(167).
28 in it: i.e. in the body. It may be taken instrumentally here, as Athanasius calls the sacred humanity the o(!yavO'lJ of the divine revelation (c.Ar.
III.31 and elsewhere). But more probably he conceives the body to be the
sphere in which the reconciliation is accomplished, as in de Inc.13.
19 Colossians hOe
321 the teaching of the saints: i.e. of the Scriptures. liywt in Athanasius
usually refers to Biblical characters or writers, whether of New Testament or
Old Testament. So de Inc.57, de Fug.15.
t joins in establishing: I1vvaytTat, 'ad 'Irinitatem adstruendam conspiraf,
Montfaucon. cf. de Syn.47: "tcl Tt /.lr, "al TOO!: naTt(!~ ... e~ eVl1t{3etfnl
f1tIJJayop.ev.
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and the Catholic Church has one faith, even this. But the
irrationa1 3 and fabulous invention 4 of the Tropici conflicts
with the Scriptures and concurs with the unreason of the
Arian madmen. It is natural for them to pretend in this way,
to deceive the simple.5 But, thanks be to God I, as you write,
they have not succeeded in covering themselves by their
pretended controversy with the Arians. They have indeed
incurred their hatred, because they only call the Spirit a
creature and not the Son as well; and by all men they have
been condemned, because they are in truth fighting against
the Spirit, 6 and are not far from dead, being destitute and
void of the Spirit. In the words of the blessed Apostle, being
'natural men', 7 they could not receive the things of the Spirit
of God, because these things were spiritually judged. But
those who mind the things that belong to truth judge all
things, but are themselves judged of no man. For they have
within them the Lord who in the Spirit reveals to them
himself, and through himself the Father.
33. Dwelling as I do in a desert place, yet, because of
their effrontery who have turned away from the truth, I
have not heeded those who will be glad to laugh at the feebleness and inadequacy of my exposition. But, having written
briefly, I send it to your Piety, with many entreaties, that,
when you read it, in part you will amend it, and, where it is
feebly written, you will excuse it. In accordance with the
Apostolic faith delivered to us by tradition from the Fathers,
I have delivered the tradition, without inventing anything
323 irrational: d).6yt<1TO~. The interesting variant read by BA, etc., here,
not quoted by Sophocles, 'Lexicon', from any writer earlier than
Anastasius Sinaiticus in the seventh century. Moreover, dA6yLO'TO~ corresponds
with dAoyla at the end of the sentence.
& fabulous invention: p.vOon).aO'Tla. cf. c.Ar.!L!, 44, IILIO, 67.
6 to deceive the simple: cf. c.Ar.LI3 fin.: neo, dnchrJV TWV dxeeatwv.
G fighting against the Spirit: nvevp.aTop.aXovv-rer; makes its first appearance
here. It was coined, apparently by Athanasius himself, on the analogy of
J.oyop.aXeiv, which in its turn was probably inspired by the Oeop.aXoL of Acts
53~ and the Oeop.axwp.ev in the <J'extus Receptus of Acts 239. cf. infra IV.! (180),
J.oyop.axeiv • . . nvevp.aTop.axofJvr:er;. Athanasius never uses the substantive
form, nvevp.aTop.axot.
7 1 Corinthians 2lf.
dJ.MmO'To~, is
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extraneous to it. What 1 learned,l that have 1 inscribed·
conformably with the holy Scriptures; for it also conforms 3
with those passages from the holy Scriptures which we have
cited above by way of proof. It is no extraneous invention,
but the Lord Jesus Christ himself, in his own Person,
taught the woman of Samaria and us through her the perfection of the holy Triad, which is one Godhead indivisible.
It is the Truth himself who bears witness, when he says to
her: 'Believe me, woman ... the hour cometh and now is,
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
Spirit and in truth'; for such doth the Father seek to be his
worshippers. God is a Spirit, and they that worship him
must worship in Spirit and in truth.' From this passage it is
clear that the Truth is the Lord himself; as he says, 'I am
the truth'/; concerning whom the prophet David prayed,
saying: 'Send out thy light and thy truth.'6 True worshippers, therefore, worship the Father, but in Spirit and Truth,
331 What I learned: cf. Quic.dix.16: Taifra ... le wlIllp.aOolll!yeatpa. It is
clear, however, that the exegesis to which he refers there is not traditional,
but his own. A similar latitude must be allowed here. What he means is that
the doctrine is not novel-p.7)dell lewOev enwo~l1a,. cf. supra on 7(76)-but
"aTa Trp, nlcnw, a faithful interpretation of the tradition. The constant
claim, in these final sections, to consistency with Scripture and tradition
shows that Athanasius realized that he was breaking new ground, and that he
fully felt the silence of the Nicene formula upon the Spirit.
S inscribed: bsxdeaea, adds a touch of solemnity, suggesting the cutting of
a formal inscription.
S it also conforms: i.e. as well as being in accordance with the faith delivered
by tradition. The distinction is similarly drawn, supra 28(133). On the other
hand, Scripture itself is called 1] dnOI1TOAI,,1} naeddol1l, (ad Adelph.6).
« in Spirit and in truth: John 421, lIS-2f . The interpretation of these words
given by Athanasius was later seized on by the Pneumatomachi to prove that
the Spirit is the instrument by which praise is offered to the Father. Catholic
exegetes, therefore, hesitated to identify nllsVl-la here with the Holy Spirit, and
fell back on the older exegesis offered by Origen (in Joh.XIII.24). So Didymus, de Sp.S.64: 'in Spiritu, quia corporalia et humilia transcenderuntj in veritate, quia typos et umbras et exemplaria relinquentes ad ipsius fJeritatis venere
substantiam.' But Athanasius's interpretation proved too convincing and pertinent to be entirely disregarded, and other writers give it as an alternative
to some variation of the older one. So Ambrose (de Sp.S.III.81) and, apparently, the text being defective, the author of de <J"in.et Sp.S.15, and Didymus
in his de <J"in.II.741A. Basil (de Sp .S.62-4) takes his own line.
& John 148.
8 Psalm 438.
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confessing the Son and in ·him the Spirit. For the Spirit is
inseparable from the Son, as the Son is inseparable from the
Father. The Truth himself bears witness when he says, 'I
will send you the Paraclete, the Spirit of truth which proceedeth from the Father, whom the world cannot receive',7
that is, those who deny that he is from the Father in the Son.
Therefore we ought, after the pattern of true worshippers,
to confess and side with the Truth. And if after these things
they still have neither the will to learn nor the power to understand, let them at least cease 8 from evil speaking. Let them
not divide the Triad, lest they be divided 9 from life. Let
them not number the Holy Spirit with the creatures, lest,
like the Pharisees of old, who ascribed to Beelzeboul the
works of the Spirit, they for like presumption incur with
these men the punishment which is without hope of pardon
both here and hereafter.
33' John 1526, 1417.
at least cease . .. : See supra on 17(105£.).
9 lest they be divided: For similar references, see supra on 24(126) .

8
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TWO-THREE 1

1. I WAS OF the opinion that, even as it was, I had written
briefly2; indeed, I taxed myself with great weakness, that I
could not put into writing all that it is humanly possible to
say against those who are guilty of impiety toward the Holy
Spirit. But since, as you write, some of the brethren have
actually asked that it should be abridged, so that they may
have the means readily and briefly both to answer those who
inquire concerning the faith that is in US, and to refute those
who are impious, I am composing this as well, being confident that if here too there is anything lacking, you will not
scruples to supply it. The Arians,' being engrossed in them11 The original title is lost. That found in RS, 'These things were written
out of the preceding, by way of summary, further against those who say the
Holy Spirit is a creature,' appears in B as a marginal gloss, and is thus older
than the RS recension. The fact that it makes reference to the Holy
Spirit furnishes additional proof that Ep.Il and IU were originally one
work. See Intro., p.12, etc.
2 I had written briefly: cf. supra U(61) for Athanasius's intention to write a
short work; as indeed, judged by the standard of c.Ar.I-IlI, he has done.
But cf. also Ot'dJ..lywv yiyeacpa, at the end of de Syn.54. The comment of
Leontius, de Sectis viii, is not inapposite: Mj}.ov de :naaL {hi :navra Ta avyyeap/1-aTa TOU dylov 'A(Javaa{ov :navv /1-Bya}.a elaw.
3 you will not scruple: avvel&Jawexwv dya(J*" cf. ad Mon.L3, Quic.dix.l
and ad Epict.12. The phrase is something of a cliche with Athanasius. Here
it means that Serapion is to have no hesitation about adding to his work. Or,
less probably, that he has been given the trust because he is a person of 'good
conscience' .
~ The Arians: The whole of Il is devoted to a restatement of the case
against Arianism. Athanasius explains this, infra IlLl, on the grounds that
a true doctrine of the Spirit can only be developed from a true doctrine of
the Son. But, no doubt, he also realized the usefulness of a brief handbook
which would cover both aspects of the great controversy. The following sections have points of affinity with Athanasius's other antiarian writings, notably de Dec. and de Syn., as well as with c.Ar.I-UI; but it is not an abstract
of anyone of them. The argument, moreover, is influenced by that of the
previous epistle. Thus in 3-4 he shows the propriety of the Son to the Father
under much the same categories as he used in 1.22-7 to show the propriety
of the Spirit to the Son. The prominence of the term 0/1-000010, is also
150
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selves,o and thinking with the Sadducees& that there is nothing greater or beyond themselves, have met the inspired
Scripture with human arguments. When they hear that the
Son is the Wisdom, Radiance, and Word 7 of the Father,
they are accustomed to rejoin, 'How can this be ?'8, as though
nothing can be unless they understand it. At that rate, they
should occupy their minds with similar questions about the
universe as well. How can creation, which once was not,
come into being? How can dust of the earth be fashioned
into a rational man? How can the corruptible become incorruptible? How has the earth been founded 'upon the seas',
and how did God 'prepare it upon the floods'?9 Then, last of

~

l' (continued)
interesting, as well as the interpretation put upon it, which has points both
of affinity and contrast with that in de Syn.41-53. Finally, the work is influenced by the constituency to which it is addressed, the parochial clergy of
Alexandria, and by the character of contemporary Arianism. The unity of
God in Father and Son is indeed stated, but the emphasis is chiefly laid upon
'the duplicity of equal hypostaseis'. In this, it anticipates and helps to interpret the doctrine of the Cappadocians.
5 being engrossed in themselves: El, lavrov, cn:earpmEt;, cf. c.Ar.1.23: El,
latl'rov, WtOPMnoV-rE,. 'He (Arius) proclaims a God of mystery beyond the
knowledge of the Son Himself, yet argues throughout as if human relations
could exhaust the significance of the divine' (Gwatkin, S.A.26). So c.Ar.1.15:
-ro ybvr]fJa -rov IIa-reo, e~ lav-rwv fJE-reOV(1tV 61 arpeOVEt;. Indeed, the whole of
c.Ar.1.I 1-36 is generally directed against misapplying to God the analogy of
human generation.
S with the Sadducees: cf. de Dec.IO, de Syn.35, etc. See also supra on 21(119).
It should be taken with what follows, dvOe(l):rdvoI, i.Oyu1fJoi" which means not
merely 'human arguments', but 'arguments derived from human experience
and relationships'. So dveedm;wa (supra 15 fin.99). The general point of the
comparison is the obdurate scepticism of the Sadducees and Arians, but
Athanasius probably has in mind the argument of the former in Mark 1218-27.
7 Wisdom, Radiance, and Word: These being the principal analogies in the
light of which we learn what the terms Father and Son, as applied to God,
really mean. See supra on 15(108ff.), and cf. de Dec.17, c.Ar.1.21, 28, 11.22.
Whereas the Arians, in order to equate yevvTJIJa with -x:r:wfJa, were obliged to
deny that the Son was in any real sense Word or Wisdom, maintaining in God
a purely attributive wisdom and word which had no real connerion with the
Son at all. cf. c.Ar.1.5 and de Syn.15.
8 How can this be?: i.e. How can the Son be Wisdom, etc.? The very idea of
Sonship appearing to them contradictory to the sense of these terms. cf. c.Ar,
II.36.
9

Psalm 242.
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all, they ought to add to themselves, 'Let us eat and drink,
for to-morrow we die'lo: that it may be clear that, when they
perish,ll their insane heresy will perish with them!
2. This opinion of the Arians is indeed mortal and corruptible. But the argument of truth,I which even they ought
to ponder, runs like this: If God is Fountain and Light and
Father, it is not lawful to say that the fountain is dry,2 or
that the light has no ray, or that God has no Word; lest God
be without wisdom, reason, and brightness. AS r therefore,
the Father is eternal, the Son also must be eternal; for
1 Corinthians 15J~.
when they perish: Inasmuch as the Arian doctrine is based upon man's
knowledge of his own nature, it will partake of the mortality of its originators
and perish with them.
21 the argument of truth: cf. c.Ar.ll.3S, and see note infra on 7(162).
I the fountain is dry . .. : cf. de Dec.12, 15, c.Ar.I.14, 19,24, ll.32; and see
supra on 20(120) and the references to other Fathers given by Newman in his
note on c.Ar.I.19. By li.aorpot; and liAOYOt;, Athanasius undoubtedly intends the
double meaning, not only 'without Word and Wisdom', but 'irrational and
unwise'. So (c.Ar.I.14.fin.) he charges the Arians with imputing irrationality,
d).oyta, to God. Hence too the epithet liAoyo£, on which see supra on 15(95).
This play upon the double significance of aOfPta and ).oYOt;, first as titles of the
hypostatic Son, and secondly as attributes of the divine essence, goes back,
apparently, to Hippolytus, c.Noet.IO. See also the excerpt from Origen given
in de Dec.27, and also that from Dionysius of Rome in the previous section
of the same work: 'If the Son came into being, once these attributes were not;
consequently God was without them.' Stated thus, the argument seems to
reduce the Son to the level of an impersonal faculty in the divine life, as well
as to deny the possibility of personality in a uni-personal God. But, in the
thought of Athanasius, it must be studied in relation to his conception of the
divine unity. He stands by Revelation. To deny the coessentiality of the Son
with the Father is, in effect, to deny the fullness of personality in God. Newman, on c.Ar.I.19, puts it well: 'Our Lord was that essential Reason and Wisdom, not by which the Father is wise, but without which the Father was not
wise-not, that is to say, in the way of formal cause, but in fact.' Grant that
the Son is in the Father and the Father in the Son, and then to deny that
the Son is Word and Wisdom is to deny that the Father is wise and rational.
You may construct a conception of deity apart from Revelation. But if you
deny the eternity of the Son you have, in fact, destroyed the Christian idea
of personality in God. The point is not merely academic. It was for the sake
of a philosophical absolute that Arius and Eunomius sacrificed the Godhead
of Christ. And philosophy has never failed to furnish evidence how tenuous
and unreal becomes the concept of personality in God once Revelation is
renoun~~d. God is apprehended as a living, loving, speaking Person in Jesus
Christ.
}lO
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whatsoever we see in the Father 3 must without question also
be in the Son. For the Lord himself says, 'All things whatsoever'" the Father hath are mine', and all 'mine'5 belong to the
Father. The Father is eternal,6 the Son also is eternal; for
through him the ages came into being. The Father is One
that is; of necessity, the Son also is 'He that is over all, God
blessed for ever, Amen',? as the Apostle said. It is not lawful
to say of the Father: 'There was once when he was not's; it
is unlawful to say of the Son: 'There was once when he was
not.' The Father is Almighty; the Son also is Almighty, as
John says: 'These things saith he which is and which was
and which is to come, the Almighty.'9 The Father is light;
the Son is radiance and true light. The Father is true God;
the Son is true God. For thus John wrote: 'We are in him
that is true, in his Son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God
and eternallife.'lo To sum up, of that which th~ Father has,
there is nothing which does not belong to the Son. Therefore
the Son is in the Father,!! and the Father is in the Son; for
the things that belong to the Father, these are in the Son,
28 whatsoever we Set in the Father: The eternity of the Son is a necessary in·
ference from the point already made, but it leads Athanasius briefly to state
his doctrine of the divine unity, which is fully developed in c.Ar.III.1-25.
The Scripture passages which follow should be compared with the briefer
list, ibid.4, and the longer one, de Syn.49. Athanasius does not cite them
merely to show that the Father and the Son are equal and alike. Their
equality has to be expressed in terms which involve unity, evo6w6a, tpwvaic;
(dl Syn.49). The same qualities are predicated of the Father and Son 'because
they are one and the Godhead itself'is one' (c.Ar.loc.cit.).
, All things whatsoever . .. : John 161~. cf. c.Ar.IIL35.
5 John 1710.
8 'Ihe Father is eternal: takes up the dt&oc; of the preceding sentence in
terms of Hebrews 12, as in c.Ar.LI2.
7 Romans 9~.
8 ''Ihere was once . . .': cf. c.Ar.LII-13.
9 Revelation Is.
10 I John 520.
11 the Son is in the Father . .. : Adapted from John 1410 which, together with
the other passages here, John 1030 and 149, form a trilogy of proof texts of
great importance in the Arian controversy. Eusebius testifies to their use by
Marcellus and others, Ecc. 'Iheol.III.9, and gives an interpretation of them which
does not differ materially from that ascribed to the Arians (c.Ar.III.IO, etc.,
ilndl7/ etc.). Athanasius cites them repeatedly, e.g. infra 9(168f.), c.Ar.1.34,
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and again they are seen in the Father. Thus is understood
thesaying:'I and the Father areone.'l2 For there arenotsome
things in the Father and others in the Son; but the things
that are in the Father are in the Son also. And if you see in
the Son those things which you see in the Father, you have a
right understanding of the saying: 'He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father.'l3 3. When these points are thus
proved, he is impious who says that the Son is a creature.
For he will be compelled also to give the name of creature to
the Fountain which sends forth as its creature l Wisdom, the
Word, in whom are all the things of the Father.
Above all, from what follows can one observe how rotten
is the heresy of the Arian madmen. 2 Those to whom we are
alike and whose identical nature we share, with these we are
one in essence. 3 For example, we men, because we are alike
211 (continued)

IlLS, 16. See also the important passage, ibid.IIL3, quoted supra on 21 (119),
where the inherence of the Son in the Father and the Father in the Son is
expressed in terms of them. For Athanasius, they safeguard and confirm each
other in the same way as the several naea6etYf.'ara, with which they are
closely associated.
12 John 1030.
13 John 149.
31 sends forth as its creature: The fountain must resemble its issue. It is
better to take ~·d,(Jp.a thus closely with {3evovaav than merely as qualifying
TTjV acxp[av, as Montfaucon: 'fontem unde emanat creata sapientia.'
2 Arian madmen: tf.eewp.aviTat. See Newman's note on de Syn.13. That the
term is not peculiarly Athanasian can be seen from its use in the letter of the
Egyptian bishops (Apol.6) and in that of the Sardican Council (ibid.44).
3 with these we are one in essence: The punctuation here is that of R, etc.,
and it is greatly to be preferred to that of S which Montfaucon follows,
whereby the comma is placed after ToV-r:(QV, and ~al TTjv Tav-r:oT1]Ta lxop.ev
taken as part of the main sentence. Athanasius always refused to allow {Jp.ow~
to be equivalent to op.oovaw~, even when strengthened by the addition of
d:rtaedUa~o, or ~a't"' oVa[av. (On the use of (Jp.mo, by Athanasius, see Harnack,
H.D.IV.33, note 2. For the opposite view see Hoss, Studien, p. 52, etc. But
he largely rests his case upon Montfaucon's interpretation of the present
pass.age.) Thus (de Dec.20): f.'Tj f.'0VOlJ {Jp.owv TOV YIov, d.Ud Tamov Tfj 0f.'0twae£
i~TOV IIareo, elvat G1]p.alv(Qat. cf. also de Syn.53 : htl Y<le TooV ovaiwv ovx OP.O£OT1]~
dUd Tav-r:oT1], lIv kX(}el1]. It must be noticed, however, that whereas in de Dec.
Tamov clearly means that the Father and the Son are inseparably one, here
and in de Syn.53 Tav-r:oT1]~ means no more than specific identity-i.e. that one
man is the same as another inasmuch as both are men. Thus in de Dec. the
relation of a human father to his son is rejected as an inadequate illustration
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and share the same identical nature, are one in essence with
each other. For it belongs to us all to be mortal, corruptible,
capable of change, originated from nothing. So too are the
angels among themselves, and all the rest in so far as they
are one in nature with each other. Let these busybodies then
examine whether the creatures have any likeness to the Son,'
or whether they can find in things originate the things that
are in the Son, that they dare to call God's Word a creature.
But they will not find them there, these men wh<>-.JUsh
impetuously at everything and who go astray from true
religion. Among the creatures none is almighty, and none is
in subjection to anothers; for each belongs to God himself.
33 (c01ttinlud)

of the 0IlOOVGtOV, 'because bodies which are like each other may be separated
and be at a distance from each other'. But a similar objection attaches to the
illustration of racial solidarity admitted here and in de Syn.53. The truth is
that Athanasius is no longer concerned with the unity and inseparability of
the Father and the Son, but simply with their essential equality and likeness.
He knew that such equality involved the essential unity which he has already
defended in the previous section, and which, in de Dec.20, he uses the
0llooVaWv to express: that, to be from the Father, the Son must be in the
Father. But he is now choosing ground from which to attack the Anomoeans
who asserted not merely the separation but the unlikeness of Father and Son.
It is interesting that he should so prominently introduce the 0IlOOVGtOV in this
reduced sense. He could hardly have disregarded it, as he does in c.Ar.I-IIL
It took too large a place in the kind of debate for which this handbook was
designed to furnish arguments. Furthermore, his interpretation is in line with
that to be found in the contemporary work, de Syn.41, etc.; though there he
does advance from it to insist (45, etc.) upon the inseparability of the divine
Persons. It asserts that truth which the Semiarians were endeavouring to convey by the 0IlOWVGtOv, that the Son belongs essentially to God and is not a
creature. This it does without prejudice to the other, more distinctively
Athanasian, interpretation. It should also be remembered that Athanasius
elsewhere propounds partial and inadequate illustrations, trusting to the
general scope of his argument to correct their deficiencies, e.g. the image
illustration (c.Ar.IlL5). The point is important, for the Cappadocians have
been accused of tritheism, largely because they used the same analogy as
Athanasius here. See Prestige, G.P.'f.213-1S.
, any likeness to the Son: What follows should be compared with ad A/r.7-8,
where the same points are made upon the same interpretation of the 0IlOOVGWV.
5 in subjection to another: The article is added to hieov, as though humanity
should be considered as divided into two parts, that which rules and that
which is ruled. That is, in fact, the opinion of Aristotle (Pol.I.1254.a.I5, etc.).
What Athanasius says here is in line with the teaching of Basil (de Sp.S.5I):
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'The heavens declare the glory of God'6; and, 'The earth is
the Lord's and the fullness thereof'?; 'The sea saw and fled'.8
All things are the servants of him who is their Maker, doing
his word and obeying his decree. But the Son, like the Father,
is Almighty9; as we have shown from Scripture. Again,
among the creatures there is none that is not by nature capable of change.1o Some of the angels 'kept not their own
rank'll; and, 'The stars are not pure in his sight' .12 The devil
fell from heaven; Adam transgressed; and all things suffer
alteration. So Paul reminds us from the hundred and first
Psalm: 'Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of thy hands.
They shall perish, but thou continuest; and they shall all
wax old as doth a garment; and as a mantle shalt thou roll
them up .•. and they shall be changed. But thou art the
same, and thy years shall not fail.'13 And again he says:
'Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, yea and for
ever 1'14
4. Again, all things originate were not and have come
into being. For, 'He made the earth as nothing'1; and, 'Who
calleth the things that are not as though they were'2; and
they are also 'works' and 'creatures'. Therefore they have a
beginningS from which they come to be. For 'In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth', 4 and all that in
35 (continued)

'among men no one is a slave by nature .... As chattels of the Creator we are
all fellow-slaves.'
8 Psalm 191.
7 Psalm 241.
8 Psalm 1148.
9 the Son . .. is Almighty: cf. c.Ar.llI.4 and de Syn,49. shown: i.e. by the
quotation from Revelation Is supra, in 2.
10 capable of change: cf. supra 26(129f.) and adAfr., loc.cit. And, for the argument, de Dec.23, c.Ar.1.35, etc., 47.
11 Jude 8.
12 Job 25~.
13 Hebrews 110-12.
14 Hebrews 138.
41 Isaiah 4028 (LXX).
2 Romans 417.
3 'Therefore they have a beginning: i.e. it is of the essence of a creature-as
opposed to a Son-to be from nothing. So c.Ar.ll.l: 'It is proper for creatures
and works to have said of them, l~ QV" {iln:wv and QV" !Jv :n;elv Y61IVrJ0fj.' See
also ibid.1.29, where he argues from this premise that the fact that God is
eternally creator does not imply that creation is an eternal process.
'Genesis h.
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them is; and again: 'All these things hath mine hand made. '5
But the Son, like the Father, is 'One that is' and 'God over
all things',6 as we have shown.' He is not made, he makes;
he is not created, but creates and makes the works of the
Father. Through him 'the ages'8 came to be; and, 'All things
have come to be through him, and without him has not
anything come to be'.9 And, as the Apostle has expounded
the contents of the Psalm, he himself at the beginning laid
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works
of his hands. Again, none of the creatures is by nature God.
Each thing that comes into being has been called whatever
it has come to be: one heaven, another earth; some planets,
others stars; yet others seas, depths, fourfooted things; and
finally, man. And previous to these, angels and archangels,to
cherubim, virtues, principalities, powers, dominions, paradise. And so each remains. But if some have been called
gods,ll they are not so by nature, but by participation in the
Son. Thus he himself said, 'If he called them gods, unto
whom the Word of God came ... '12 Hence, because they are
not gods by nature, there comes a time when some of them
46 Isaiah 662.
• Romans 96.
7 aJ we have shown: i.e. supra 2(153).
Hebrews h.
g John h.
10 angels and archangels . .. : The absence of seraphim from this list-Montfaucon appears to have no MS. authority for inserting it-is probably accidental. Apart from this and the omission of thrones, this enumeration of the
heavenly orders tallies with that in ps.Dionysius, de cael.Hier.vi.2. It had
already been incorporated in the liturgy of the Eucharist (cf. Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat.XXIII.6). It is likewise found in Didymus (de 'lrin.I1.553A) and
in Gregory of Nyssa (in Cant.xV.1100A, etc.); though in the latter it is not
complete. Comparison with that given supra (in 27.132), shows that Athanasius
did not regard the list as exhaustive, for 'lights' and 'heavens' are there included as orders of angelic being. We may compare the inclusion of :/tvEVf.lara
by Cyril of Jerusalem (Cat.XVI.23) and the substitution of dvapa(1EL~ and
J.af.l:lte6rTJrE~ for cherubim and seraphim in Gregory Nazianzen (Orat.xxviii.
31). It is not clear whether we are to take 'paradise' as another heavenly order
here, but the analogy of 'heavens' in 1.27 suggests that we should. The
Valentinians regarded it as a 'fourth angel possessed of power' (Irenaeus,
Haer.I.v.2. cf. Tertullian, ad'1l.Val.20). Other Gnostics held it to be the title
of an order. See Hippolytus, Ret.V.2I.
11 it some hafle bun called gods: See supra on 1.24(125), and cf. ad A/r.7 and
c.Ar.1.39.
11 John 1086.
8
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suffer a change l3 and hear him say: 'I said, Ye are gods and
sons of the Most High. Nevertheless, ye die like men.'U
Such was he who heard God say: 'Thou art a man and not
god.'l5 But the Son, like the Father, is true God. For he is in
him, and the Father in the Son. John wrote it, as we have
shown; and David sings: 'Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever
and ever; a sceptre of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom. '16
And the prophet Isaiah cries: 'Egyptl7 was overwhelmed
and the commerce of the Ethiopians; and the Sabaeans, men
of stature, shall come over to thee, and they shall follow
behind thee bound with fetters, and they shall worship
thee, because God is in thee. For thou art the God of Israel,
and we knew thee not.' Who is this God in whom God is,
except the Son who said: 'I am in the Father and the
Father in me'l8?
5. Since these things are true and are written in Scripture, who does not recognize that, inasmuch as the Son has
no likeness l to the creatures but has all that be!ongs to the
Father, he must be one in essellce with the 1< ather ? He
would be one in essence with the creatures, had he any likeness to them 2 or any kinship 3 with them. So likewise, being
41S suffer a change: i.e. not being essentially divine, their divinity is defectible.
This passage is of interest as showing that Athanasius did not regard Oeon otTjcnr;
as exclusively a future blessing. This is really implied in its identification with
IJlonotTjC1t>; in c.Ar.IIL19, for this is clearly regarded as a present possession in
ad Episc.1. For the opposite view, see Harnack, H.D.II1.166. G. W. Butterworth has pointed out, in Journal of 'Iheological Studies, XVII.360, that
Clement of Alexandria in the same way sometimes speaks of OeonotTjC1tr; as
consummated in this life, sometimes as reserved until after death.
1& Psalm 82&-7.
16 Ezekiel 28g.
18 Psalm 455.
17 Egypt • .• : Isaiah 451H~. Likewise, c.ArJL23, de Inc.et c.Ar.19, and
Dial de 'Irin.IlL7.
18 John 1410.
51 inasmuch as the Son: Montfaucon's reading here, end TOOI' p):v .. . , is a
correction of that found in R, which, in its turn, tries to correct the on inl
p):v TOOI' • • • of SBA by omitting the on. But the double use of OTt with
different significance, though harsh, is not impossible. cf. Ephesians 211 and
1 John 320.
I had he any likeness to them: i.e. likeness upon the points of comparison
he has adduced, all of which, as he says below, pertain to the definition of God.
S kinship: Though not so striking a qualification of OpocOTTjr; as TaIJT6T1]r;
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by essence foreign" to things originate and being the Word
who is proper to the Father, inasmuch as the Word is
different from things originateS and has as his own properties all that belongs to the Father, it follows that he will be
one in essence with the Father. Thus the Fathers 6 understood it, when at the Council of Nicaea they confessed that
the Son is 'one in essence with the Father', and 'from the
essence of the Father'. Well they realized that created essence
could never say: 'All things whatsoever the Father hath are
mine.'? Because it has a beginning from which it came to be,
we do not predicate of it that it 'has being' and that it 'was ,
eternally'. Inasmuch, therefore, as the Son does receive these
predicates, and as all the things mentioned above that
belong to the Father belong to him, it must be that the
essence of the Son is not created, but that he is one in essence
53 (continued)

above, ClV')I')IevE£a here makes it plain that the likeness with which he is concerned is that of things which are the same. cf. c.Ar.L55 (on Hebrews 14); 'As
there is no kinship, the word "better" is used, not to compare, but to contrast,
because of the difference of His nature from them.'
" by essence foreign . .. : Also helps to interpret op.o£6T1J~. It is worth noting
that when seeking to express what the Son is rather than what He is not,
Athanasius drops the use of {jp.ow~, and takes up U5w~. But too much must
not be made of this, as elsewhere he does speak of the Son as like the Father,
without safeguard. But the expression does not thus occur, either of the Son
or the Spirit, in these letters.
6 inasmuch as the Word is different from things originate: Accepting the
reading of BA, "at Wo, &Iv oVro, i"e[vwv. The insertion of ov" after' "ai,
which is made in S, is an attempt to remedy the confusion which follows the
corruption, in RS, of iuetvwv to euelvov. EuelVWV clearly refers to -rd YEVrJ-ra,
but Wo~ adds nothing to di.M-rew, in the preceding clause, and the text of
BA itself is probably corrupt.
S <[hus the Fathers: cf. ad Afr.9 init. For Athanasius's account of the proceedings at Nicaea, cf. de Dec. 18-24, and especially 20, where he clearly attributes his own interpretation of op.oova£o, to the bishops. Here and in ad Afr.
he simply claims that they used the formula to safeguard the unlikeness of
the Son to the creatures and His propriety to the Father. Indeed, allowing
for differences of language, he makes little more of it than Eusebius in his
letter, apud Socrates, H.E.LB. There is no necessity to assume that he is correcting the earlier account, for the stricter sense includes the less definite.
But there can be little doubt that the account he gives here more nearly
represents the mind of the majority at the Council.
7 John 1616.
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with the Father. Created essence his cannot be, for this
reason above all, that it can comprehend the properties of
God. s By his properties,9 I mean the things whereby he is
recognized to be God: for example, that he is omnipotent,
that he has being, that he is incapable of alteration, and the
others aforementioned; lest, by having what the creatures
also can have, God himself should appear in the sight of
fools to be one in essence with the creatures.
6. In this way too we can refute the impiety of those who
say that the Word of God is a creature. Our faith is in
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as the Son himself said to the
apostles: 'Go ye, and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.'l He spoke thus that by means of
things we know we may understand the matters of which we
have been speaking. 2 Just as Wt; would not call our fathers
makers, but begetters, and as no one would call us their
creatures, but sons by nature and one in essence 3 with them:
so, if God be Father, he must be Father of one who is by
58 it can comprehend the properties 0/ God: ~e)eT'xfJ TroV l~[wv Toii eeoii.
Oe)eTLXO, was first brought into general use by Aristotle, who has it as meaning
both 'capable of receiving' and actually 'receiving'. The former sense is the
more familiar in theological writing, as when Athanasius describes Christ's
humanity as capable of human affections (c.Ar.IIL31, etc.), or man as 'capable of God' (ibid.L60, 11.59, etc.). Here and in the parallel passage (de
Syn.50) it is used in the second, realized, sense, implying that the Son is
actually in possession of the divine attributes.
g By his proptrties .••: referring av-coii to God, and going on to read, with
BA, eeo" instead of 6 eeo, with RS. We may cite Didymus (de Sp.S.3S):
'Verum quae habet Pater iuxta substantiam, id est eternitatem, immutabilem
bonitatem, de se et in se subsistentem, haec eadem habet et Filius.' But Athanasius would not thus distinguish between essence and accident in God, for
He has no 1tee,Poi.lJ. but all that He has He is. cf. de Dec.22, de Syn.34, and
ad A/r.S.
61 Matthew 2S18.
2 matters of which we have been speaking: i.e. the matters discussed in the
previous section, the Son's unlikeness to the creatures and His propriety to
God. The terms 'father' and 'son' exclude the notion of creation and involve
that of propriety. He is repeating, with the same illustrations, the argument
of de Dec.13.
I by nature and one in essence: as opposed to a sonship which is adoptive. cf.
de Dec.6, c.Ar.I.5, ad Episc.12.
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nature a Son and one in essence with him. Abraham did not
create Isaac, he begat 4. him. Bezalel and Eliab did not beget
but made all the works in the Tabernacle. The shipwright
and the housebuilder do not beget the things they make;
they work, the one on the ship, the other on the house.
Isaac does not make Jacob; he begets him by nature, a son.
And likewise Jacob, Judah and his brethren. Just as one
would be mad to say that the house is one in essence with the
builder, and the ship with the shipwright, so it is correct to
say that every son is one in essence with his own father.
If then there is Father and Son, the Son must be Son by
nature and in truth. But this is to be one in essence with the
Father, as we have shown from many instances. 5 Thus of the
things that are made it is written: 'He spoke, and they came
to be; he commanded and they were created.'6 But of the
Son: 'My heart hath uttered a good Word.'7 Daniel knew
the Son of God and he knew the works of God. The Son he
saw quench the furnaces; of the works he said, '0 all ye
works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord', 9 and then he enumerated each of the creatures. But he did not number the Son
with them, for he knew that he is not a work. It is through
him that the works came into being; while he in the Father
is praised and exalted. As then through him God is revealed
to them that know him, so through him, 'blessing and praise
and glory and power'lO are ascribed to the Father-through
him and in him, that this ascription may, in the words of
Scripture, be 'acceptable'.u From these sayings, therefore,
6' create . •. begat: But see c.Ar.II.4 where Isaiah 3819 and other texts are
used to show that l(;1;U;eLll, etc., can be used for yevviia()at. But not (ibid .57)
Yf:V1Jiia()at for l(;1;lt,eLll, nor l(;1;lal-£a for vE6,.
5 from many instances: The reference of e~ :n:OAAWV is not altogether clear.
It can scarcely be to Scripture, for 61-£0ova£0<; is not a Scriptural term. Apparently, it refers back to the illustrations of the 61-£00vatOv, supra in 3(154£.).
e Psalm 1485.
7 My heart hath utt(!red ... : Psalm 451. cf. de Dec.21, de Sent.Dion.2, c.Ar
11.57, Ill.59, 67.
8 quench the furnace: See Daniel 325 (LXX, 92).
9 0 all ye works . .. : Song of the Three Children
same point is made of the Spirit in de 'Irin.et Sp.S.,2.
10 Revelation 513.
11 1 Peter 2 5.
S .A. - I I

35.

So c.Ar.II.71. The
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among many, we have shown, and we now show, that 'he is
impious who says that the Word of God is a creature.
7. But as they plead the passage in Proverbs, 'The Lord
created me,! a beginning of his ways, for his works', adding,
'See, "He created" I He is a creature!': we must show from
this passage too how greatly they err, not realizing the scope
of divine Scripture. 2 If he is a Son,s let him not be called
71 'Ihe Lord created me ..... For the importance of Proverbs 822 to the
Arians, see Theodoret, H.E.I.5, Epiphanius, Haer.lxix.12, etc., Hilary, de
'Irin.IV.ll, and the testimony of Eunomius in his Lib.Apol., adfin., and apud
Gregory of Nyssa, ad!7.Etm.IIL573. cf. also c.Ar.L53, 11.1, 44, where it is
made plain that their exegesis of other Scriptures is built upon it. Their
interpretation was anticipated to a certain extent by Origen (de Prin.IV.l).
In taking l)(;l;u:re to refer to the sacred humanity, Athanasius follows the line
adopted by the Nicenes from the beginning of the controversy. cf. Exp.Fid.l,
Eustathius of Antioch apud Theodoret, Dial.L90, and Marcellus apud
Eusebius, c.Mar.IL3. And, among later writers, by Epiphanius, Haer.lxix.21,
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.xxx.2, Didymus, de 'Irin.IIL816, etc., ps.Basil,
ad!7.Eun.IV.704, and Gregory of Nyssa, c.Eun.IIL584B. Another line of
interpretation appears to start from Dionysius of Rome, apud de Dec.26, who
takes l)(;l;we as equivalent to intrnTJae. This is followed by Eusebius (Eccl.
'Iheol.III.2), with references to the Hebrew and versions other than LXX.
Basil (ad!7.Eun.II.20) also interprets from the Hebrew. But in de Prin.Pro!7.3
he regards the ampla of Proverbs as a personification of God's wisdom in
nature. An independent interpretation is offered by Hilary (de 'Irin.XII.35
and de Syn.16), who takes bmae of the generation of the eternal Son, as a
corrective to the analogy of human generation. For yet another explanation,
see de Inc.et c.Ar.6. Rejecting the authenticity of this last work, we find that
Athanasius consistently adhered to the explanation given here. The present
passage has very close affinity with de Dec.13-l4, but the long discussion in
c.Ar.ILl8-72, and the brief reference in ad Episc.17 should be considered as
well.
S the scope of di!7ine Scripture: 'the general drift of Scripture doctrine'Newman. cf. c.Ar.III.28 and 58. In like manner, supra 2(152), he speaks of the
'word of truth' as opposed to the private perversions of heretics. It is to be
noticed that here, as in c.Ar.II.18, etc., and de Dec.13, he prefaces his actual
exposition with a general appeal to Scripture teaching. This was, indeed, his
usual practice: 'to start with some general exposition of the Christian doctrine
which the Arian sense of the text in question opposes, and thus to create a
prejudice or proof against the latter' (Newman, on c.Ar.ILl). Here, however,
it is imposed on him by the nature of the task he has undertaken. The prima
facie sense of Proverbs 822 (LXX) is undoubtedly in favour of the Arians.
Athanasius virtually admits this (de Dec.13 and c.Ar.IL44).
a If he is a Son . .... This point is reproduced from de Dec.I3 fin ... 'If Son,
therefore not creature; if creature, not son; for great is the difference between
them, and son and creature cannot be the same unless His essence be con-
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creature; if a creature, let him not be called Son. For in what
precedes we have shown how great is the difference between
a creature and a son. And inasmuch as the baptismal initiation' is not validly performed into Creator and creature but
into Father and Son, the Lord must not be called creature
but Son. 'But,' says the Arian, 'is it not written ?' Yes, it is
written! And it is necessary that it should be said. But what
is well written is ill understood by heretics. If they had
understood 5 and grasped the terms in which Christianity is
expressed, they would not have called the Lord of glory a
creature nor stumbled over what is well written. They, therefore, 'knew not, neither did they understand'.6 Therefore, as
it is written: 'They walk in darkness.'? But as for us, speak
we must, that in this matter also they may be shown up as
fools, that we may not neglect to answer their impiety, and
that they may perhaps even repent. These then are the terms
in which we express 8 our faith in Christ: the Son of God,
73 (continued)

sidered to be at once from God and external to God.' The Arians argued that
there is no difference between generation and creation, as the Scriptures
apply these terms to God, and that the title 'Son' is therefore entirely consistent with their interpretation of Proverbs 822 which makes him 3 creature.
Athanasius argued that such an identification was impossible, and that they
must choose between the Sonship and the creaturehood they extracted from
Proverbs. cf. c.Ar.Il.20. But whereas here and in de Dec. Athanasius argues
from the general, i.e. from the term 'son', in c.Ar.ll. he argues from the particular, i.e. from the character and office of this divine Son.
, baptismal initiation: See supra on 1.6(73). Athanasius does not refer to it
merely as an instance of what the Arians must reject to retain their view of
Proverbs 822, but as the supreme instance. For to reject this or to misinterpret
it, is to stake salvation itself. Thus he makes the point the climax of his introductory observations, c.Ar.Il.41-3.
6 If they had understood: cf. de Dec.13: 'If they had understood, they would
not have blasphemed the Lord of glory.' The whole.passage is reminiscent of
c.Ar.Il.I.
e Psalm 820.
1 ibid.
8 in which we express . .. : For Xaeax.~e-'characteristic idea,' Newman-cf.
c.Ar.IlI.29, where this little confession of faith is paralleled. It is framed in
language reminiscent of the credal pronouncements of the period. Thus, 'for
our salvation,' Nicene; 'at the end of the ages,' Ninth of Seleucia, etc. (tU
Syn.29); for ol"ovop.1jl1a~. cf. the Confession of Nike (ibid.30): 1£al11]~ Tfj,
ol"ovop.t~ 1£).T}(](J)(J6W1]r;.
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being the Word of God ('in the beginning was the Word
... and the Word was God'D), being the Wisdom and Power
of the Father (,Christ the Power of God and the Wisdom of
God'lO), at the 'end of the ages'll became man for our salvation. For John, after he had said, 'In the beginning was the
Word', after a little added, 'And the Word became flesh',12
that is to say, became man . And our Lord said concerning
himself: 'Why seek ye to kill me ... a man that hath told
you the truth ?'13 And Paul, having learned from him, said:
'One God, one mediator also between God and men, himself
man, Christ J esus: a Being made man, and having fulfilled
his human economy,I6 having overthrown and abolished
death,I6 the penalty we had incurred, he now sits at the right
hand of the Father, being in' the Father and the Father in
him, as always was and for ever is.
8. In these terms, derived from the Apostles through the
Fathers, our faith is expressed. It remains that he who reads
Scripture should examine and judge 1 when it speaks of the
Godhead of the Word, and when it speaks of his human
life; lest, by understanding the one when the other is intended, we become victims of the same derangement as has
befallen the Arians. 2 Knowing him to be Word, we know
that 'through him all things were made, and without him
was not anything made', 3 and, 'by the Word of the Lord
7e John h.
la 1 Corinthians h •.
end of the ages: generally used by Athanasius of the final consummation,
but here and in ( ...11'. lo(.cit. and de Dec.14, it is used in connexion with the
Incarnation.
11 John 114.
18 John 719 and 840.
It 1 Timothy 25.
15 having fulfilled his human economy: ol"ov6p:'1ua" cf. ( ...11'.1.59.
18 abolished death: from 2 Timothy ha. cf. de Dec.14, TOV IUJ.wv BavaTov
"aTaeyijua£ BeAwv. It certainly suggests that Athanasius is thinking of death
as a judicial sentence given against us rather than as cpfJ0l2a. But the forensic
notion is not lacking in his works. See Robertson, Intro.ro.
81 examine and judge: and so de Dec.14: 'Any onc may find this sense •..
who investigates the time and characters (nI26uwna), and the object, and thus
judges and ponders what he reads.'
.
2 as has befallen the Arians: Athanasius exemplifies this charge, ( ...11'.111.
26-7. For his insistence on the reality of the two natures in Christ, cf. de Inc.8,
Quic.dix.7, ( ...11'.111.30-5, and 'rom.ad Ant.7.
I John h.
U
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the heavens were established',' and, 'he sendeth his Word
and healeth all things'.5 Knowing him to be Wisdom, we
know that 'God by Wisdom founded the earth',6 and the
Father 'hath made all things in Wisdom'.' Knowing him to
be God, we have believed that he is the Christ8 ; for, 'Thy
throne, 0 God,' sings David, 'is for ever and ever; a sceptre
of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved
righteousness and hated unrighteousness: therefore God,
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
t~y fellows'.9 In Isaiah he says concerning himself: 'The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed
me.'lO Peter confessed: 'Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.'ll So likewise, knowing him to be made man,
we do not repudiate those things which are spoken of him
in his human nature, as, for example, that he hungered,!!
thirsted, was smitten, wept, slept, and finally endured death
in our behalf upon the Cross. For all these things are written
concerning him. So Scripture has not suppressed, but employs the words, 'He created', though they are applicable
to men. For we men have been created and made. But as,
when we hear that he hungered, slept, was beaten, we do
not deny his Godhead: so, when we hear the words, 'He
created', we should be consistent and remember that, being
God, he was created man. For it belongs to man to be
created, as do the experiences mentioned above, hunger and
the like.
9. Then too there is that other saying, which is indeed
8' Psalm 338.
5 Psalm 10720.
8 Proverbs 319.
7 Psalm 1042•.
that he is the Christ: This certainly suggests that our Lord's Messiahship
is the property of His divine nature and not of His consecrated and Spiritanointed humanity. The interpretation of Psalm 456-7 and of Isaiah 6b is
conformed to this view. But in c.Ar.1.44-7, where they are again associated,
they are understood of the anointing of the humanity at the Baptism, which
is the more usual interpretation in Alexandrian theology. The point gained
importance in the later Christological controversies. cf. ps.Athanasius, c.
Apoll.I1.2, and see Sellers, 'lwo Ancient Christologies, pp.177-8.
9 Psalm 456-7.
10 Isaiah 6b.
11 Matthew 1626.
12 that he hungered . . .: For similar lists of 1la8~fla-ra , cf. de Dee.l4,
c.Ar.1I1.31, etc., Quic.dix .ll,
8
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well said, but by them ill understood 1-1 mean: 'Of that day
or that hour knoweth no one, not even the angels, neither
the Son.'2 It also has a true meaning. From the words
'neither the Son' they suppose that by his ignorance he makes
it clear he is a creature. It is not so. God forbid! For as,
when he said, 'he created me', he spoke as a man; so too he
spoke as a man when he said, 'neither the Son'. And there is
good reason why he spoke thus. For he was made man, as it
is written, and it belongs to men to be ignorant, as it belongs
to them to hunger and the rest. For they do not know unless
91 well said . . . ill understood: cf. c.Ar.lII.50.
Of that day . .. : Mark 133'J is discussed at length by Athanasius (c.Ar.1I1.

2

42-50). There can be no question of ignorance in the Word. He knows the
Father, and therefore must know the times the Father has appointed. Times
and seasons have been created through Him and He cannot be ignorant of
His own works. His motive in adding 'neither the Son' was the welfare of
the disciples, whose importunity was checked by this avowal of ignorance.
Yet it is not falsehood, for He speaks 'in regard to His human ministry' (44),
'according to the flesh, because of the body; that He might show that, as man,
He knows not' (45), 'after the flesh, for the sake of the flesh which is ignorant'
(48). For Patristic exegesis of this passage the reader should consult the
lengthy note in Lebreton's Origines du dogme de la 'Trinite (Volume 1, note C.
It is not in the English Edition). The way for the Arians in their use of this
passage had been prepared by Irenaeus (Haer.lI.xxviii.6-8), and to a certain
extent by Origen (in M att.L V). Athanasius's treatment is anticipated by
Eustathius of Antioch, apud Facundus (Pro Def.'Tr.Cap.xU), and followed
by Basil (Ep.viii.6) and Gregory Nazianzen (Orat.=.15). The former, however, has an alternative explanation (ibid.7 and Ep .ccxxxvi.2) which has influenced subsequent exegesis; notably that of Didymus (de 'Trin.lII.917, etc.),
who clearly regards the ignorance as unreal. These Fathers, inasmuch as they
write against the Arians, emphasize the reality of our Lord's knowledge as
Word of God. On the other hand, Gregory of Nyssa, writing against Apollinarius (c. A poll.24), insists on the reality ofthe ignorance as proving the reality
of the Manhood. But none of them attempts to show how ignorance and
knowledge can subsist side by side in the one Christ. Cyril of Alexandria, however, writing against Nestorius, cannot evade this difficulty, and is led to
regard the ignorance of Christ as something external and imputed, not actual
in His human mind. TcmdvWI1", ol"ovop,la, op,olwl1", and (above all) I1xiip,a ,
are some of the terms he uses. cf. 'Thesaurus XXII, passim. Lebreton thinks
that Athanasius's attitude is not incon;istent with that of Cyril, inasmuch as,
without committing himself to any opposed opinion, he shrinks from plainly
and directly attributing ignorance to the incarnate Lord. But the imprecision
of Athanasius's language is surely due to his inadequate psychology. Moreover, such expressions as 'having the ignorance of men in His body' and 'that
He might show that, as man, He knows not', vague and unstudied though
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they hear and learn. Therefore, inasmuch as he was made
man, he displays the ignorance which belongs to men:
firstly, to show 3 that he really has a human body4; secondly,
that, having in his body the ignorance of men, he might
redeem his humanity5 from all its imperfections 6 and cleanse
it and offer it perfect and holy to the Father.
What further excuse will the Arians discover? What else
9 2 (continued)
they may be, are sufficiently definite to be decisive against this view. Similarly, however unsatisfactory it may be to include our Lord's ignorance
with His physical1ta()~wrr:a, it does at least imply that the one is as real as the
others. See further, Robertson, Intro.lxxviii.
8 to show: It should be noted that Mark 1332 is here clearly and immediately
connected with the fact of the Incarnation, as it is not in c...1r.III.48. This
nullifies whatever force there may be in Newman's comment upon that passage, that our Lord avows His ignorance 'with a purpose, not as a mere plain
fact or doctrine'.
• a huma1~ body: Athanasius regularly uses adee and awp.a to designate our
Lord's human nature. But even in his earliest works these terms are used side
by side with, and in the same sense as, avfJewno,. cf. de Inc.17: 0 A6yo, iv Tq>
dvfJew1tqJ. Moreover, the Incarnation in that work is regularly spoken of as
ivav()ew1t'YJa". There is thus no warrant for the statement that the use of
av()eW1tO" civ()ew1t6Tl1, of our Lord's humanity is due to the insertion of the
words "at ivavfJeW1t~aaVTa in the creed at Nicaea; though it is to be admitted
that they occur much more frequently in his post-Nicene works. Later still,
after the measure of Arian Christology had been taken, Athanasius explicitly
asserts that our Lord 'did not take a body without soul, nor without sense and
intelligence' (1"om. ad..1nt. 7). cf. also ad Epict.7. This development does not represent any change in thought. The terms adee and awp.a continue in general
use in his later works, e.g. ad Epict. and ad Max., as being equivalent to 'man'.
See c.Ar.III.30 and ad Epict.8. On the other hand, in the relatively early
work, Quic.dix.(7), we find him grappling with the question of the union of
the divine and human in Christ, which confronted the Church after Apollinarianism had been repudiated. This question would not have occurred to him,
had he conceived of the humanity as a mere veil of flesh. Moreover, the terms
aaee and awp.a have not the same limited connotation as 'flesh' and 'body'.
'By flesh the Bible repeatedly designates human nature in its fullness',
Prestige, Fathers and Heretics, p.218. This point was not missed by the early
expositors. cf. John of Damascus, de Fid.Orth.II1.I073A. The same thing is,
less markedly, true of awp.a. cf. Genesis 366 and Revelation 1813; and, above
all, 1 Corinthians 612-20, on which J. Weiss (U1'christentum, p.4S3) remarks
that awp.a here 'almost means personality'. See also le Bachelet, D.1".C.1.2171.
5 his humanity: literally, 'his man,' reading TOv av()eW1tOV with BA rather
than TYjV civ()ew1t6Tl1Ta with RS. civ()eW1t6Tl1, is, however, occasionally found in
Athanasius, e.g. c...11'.1.41. Earlier students of Athanasius based their estimate
of his Christology on the two books against Apollinarius, now admitted to be
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will they devise to chatter about? They have been convicted
of ignorance as to 'The Lord created me for his works'.
They have been shown to have no understanding of: 'Of
that day and hour knoweth no one, not even the angels,
neither the Son.' By saying, 'He created' he signifies his
human nature, that he became man and was created. But by
saying, 'I and the Father are one',? and, 'He that hath seen
9 5 (continued)

spurious. See, for example, Pell, Lehre del hl.Athanasiul, p.125. Harnack, H.D.
IV.147ff., led the way in questioning whether Athanasius had any real apprehension of Christ's humanity, and he has been followed by Stuelcken,
Athanaliana, pp.90ff., and Hoss, Studien, pp.77ff., who suggest that for
Athanasius the manhood is nothing more than a series of qualities and attributes, an abstract nature born by a person who is never really human. The
criticism has been pressed even farther by Raven, Apollinarianilm, pp.79ff.
and 112ff. But, on the other hand, see Robertson, Intro.lxxvii, Prestige,
Fatherl and Hereticl, p.218, and R. V. Sellers, <[wo Ancient Chriltologies,
pp.33ff. Athanasius was certainly no docetist, if docetism be interpreted to
be what both its adherents and critics in the Early Church understood it to
be. If we find it hard to discover the human Jesus in his presentation of Christ,
it is because he is preoccupied with the doctrine of the Trinity and never
comes to grips with the problem of human consciousness in Christ; partly,
too, because his psychology is unreal to us, inasmuch as it was possible for him
to talk of knowledge and ignorance and mind and will as though they were
material or physical things.
8 from all its imperfections: By TOV dv8ew1tov, Athanasius undoubtedly refers
to our Lord's humanity as one with and representative of human nature as a
whole. While he seems to assert the sinlessness of the actual humanity the
Word took of the Virgin (de Inc.8), such an assertion is only incidental, for
he has no real doctrine of original sin. The consequence of the Fall is to be
found in the reassertion of the corruption and mortality of man's nature
which is its natural state, not in the perversion of the will. cf.lupra on 23(125).
Thus, de Dec.14 and c.Ar.II.6, in a discussion of the indefectibility of the
incarnate Christ, the question of the sinlessness of His humanity does not
arise. It is that the immutable Word remains immutable in His economy.
Likewise in c.Ar.I.42, he can speak of mankind as 'of one body with Him',
and, ibid.43, of the Word 'putting on the flesh which is enslaved to sin'.
cf. Cyril of Alexandria (ad Succ.I.233c): 'that human flesh subject to corruption and sick with the lust of pleasure He might make His own.' It is this fact,
that Athanasius is under no necessity to distinguish the individual humanity
of Christ from that of mankind as a whole, which lends colour to the statement of Hoss, Studien, p.77, that Athanasius understands by the Incarnation,
not that the Word became a man, but merely that He assumed 'die allgemeine
Menlchennatur'.
7 I and the Father . .. : John 1030, 149, 1410. On the conjunction of these
three texts, see lupra on 2(153f.).
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me hath seen the Father', and, 'I am in the Father and the
Father in me', he signifies his eternity and that he is one in
essence with the Father. So likewise when he says, ' ... knoweth no one ... neither the Son',8 once more he speaks as a
man, for it belongs to men to be ignorant. But when he
says,9 'No man knoweth the Father save the Son', nor the
Son save the Father, by how much more does he know
things originate! In the Gospel according to John the disciples said to the Lord: 'Now know we that thou knowest all
things.'lO So it is clear that there is nothing of which he is
ignorant, for he is the Word through whom all things came
to be. But as 'all things' includes 'that day', it will come to
be through him-though in their ignorance the Arians
explode l l ten thousand times over!
Ill. 1. Perhaps you will wonder why, when I was
charged to abridge 1 and briefly to explain the letter I had
written concerning the Holy Spirit, you find me, as though
I had laid aside my work on that subject, writing against
those who are guilty of impiety toward the Son of God and
who call him a creature. But you will not blame me, I know
well, when you understand the cause. Indeed, when you see
how reasonable it is, your Piety will welcome it. Our Lord
himself said that theParaclete 'shall not speak from himself,
but what things soever he shall hear, these shall he speak
... for he shall take of mine and shall declare it unto you'Z;
and, 'having breathed on them',s he gave the Spirit to the
98 Mark 1382.
9 when he says: Matthew 1127. cf. de inc.et c.Ar.7: 'If He knows the Father,
how is He ignorant of the last day? ... And if ages and times were originated
through Him, then clearly the last day is included among ages and times,
and He cannot be ignorant of it.'
. 10 John 1680.
11 explode: cf. Marcellus, apud Eusebius, Eec. 'Theol.II.10; de Dec.17, c.Ar.II.
23,64, de Syn.34, 54, ad Adelph.8. The expression survived, and is to be found
in John of Damascus, de Fid.Orth.III.1021c.
11 to abridge: The following sections are indeed an abridgement, rather
than a summary, of Ep.1. No attempt is made to reproduce the argument of
1-21. Six only of the points in 22-7 are repeated. The final paragraphs restate,
with some alteration in order, the substance of 28-31.
I John 1613-H.
3 John 2022.
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disciples eut ef himself,' and in this way the Father peured
him eut 'upen all flesh',5 as it is written. It is natural, therefere, that I sheuld have speken and written first cencerning
the Sen, that frem eur knewledge ef the Sen 6 we may be
able to. have true knewledge ef the Spirit. Fer we shall find
that the Spirit has to. the Sen the same preper relatienship
as we have knewn the Sen to. have to. the Father. And as the
Sen says, 'All things whatseever the Father hath are mine',?
se we shall find that threugh the Sen all these things are in
the Spirit also.. And as the Father attested the Sen, saying,
'This is my beleved Sen, in whem I am well pleased',s se
the Spirit belengs to. the Sen; fer the Apestle says: 'Ged
sent ferth the Spirit ef his Sen into. eur hearts crying, Abba,
Father.'9 And, what is remarkable,Io as the Sen said, 'What
is mine belengs to. the Father',Il. se the Hely Spirit, which is
said to. beleng to. the Sen, belengs to. the Father. Fer the Sen
himself says: 'When the Paraclete is ceme, whem I will send
unto. yeu frem the Father, even the Spirit ef truth which preceedeth frem the Father, he shall bear witness ef me.'12 And
Paul writes: 'Ne man kneweth the things ef man save the
spirit ef man which is in him. Even se the things ef Ged
nene kneweth save the Spirit ef God which is in him. But
we received net the spirit ef the werld but the Spirit which
is ef Ged, that we might see the things that are freely given
to. us by Ged.'13 And threugheut divine Scripture yeu will
find that the Hely Spirit, who. is said to. beleng to. the Son, is
l' out of himself: as though the mission of the Spirit were itself a sort of procession. cf. supra on 20(117) and Intro.IV(41).
5

Joel2~~.

8 from our knowledge of the Son: The proposition, reiterated, in Ep.I, that
what is held of the Spirit must be held of the Son, is here inverted to form a
positive basis for the doctrine of the Spirit; and the argument of 1.22-7 is
slightly recast in conformity with this.
7 John 1618.
8 Matthew 317.
~ Galatians 46.
10 what iJ remarkable: cf. TO :n;aeat5o~6TaTov (de Inc. 17). Eunomius, no less
than Athanasius, emphasizes the close relation of the Spirit with the Son.
But whereas in his theology this only serves to separate the Spirit from the
Father, Athanasius is careful to insist upon the fact that He is not less the
F ather's for being the Son's.
13 1 Corinthians 211-12.
11 cf. John 1710.
11 John 1528.
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also said to belong to God. This I wrote in my previous
letter.14 If therefore the Son, because of his proper relationship with the Father and because he is the proper offspring
of his essence, is not a creature, but is one in essence with
the Father: the Holy Spirit likewise, because of his proper
relationship with the Son, through whom he is given to all
men and whose is all that he has, cannot be a creature, and it
is impious to call him so. 2. These considerations are
sufficient to dissuade anyone, be he never so contentious,
from continuing to call the Spirit of God a creature, who is
in God and searches the deep things of God and who is
given from the Father through the Son; lest from this he
shall be forced to call the Son also a creature, who is Word,
Wisdom, Image, and Radiance, seeing whom we see the
Father; and lest finally he should hear the words: 'Whosoever denieth the Son hath not the Father.'! For such a man
will soon be saying with the fool: 'There is no God.'1
None the less, so that our reply to the impious may be
more fully established, it will be well to make use of those
considerations which show that the Son is not a creature, to
show that the Spirit is not a creature. The creatures come
from nothing 3 and their existence has a beginning; for, 'In
the beginning God made the heaven and the earth',' and
what is in them. The Holy Spirit is, and is said to be, from
God (so said the Apostle). But if the Son cannot be a creature because he does not come from nothing, but from God,
then of necessity the Spirit is not a creature, for we have
confessed that he comes from God. It is creatures that come
from nothing.
3. Again, the Holy Spirit is called, and is, unction and
seal,1 For John writes: 'And as for you, the unction which
ye received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that anyone should teach you, but as his unction, his Spirit teacheth
11& in my previous letter: i.e. Ep.l.20, 30, etc. But it is never brought out so
fully as here. Indeed, it is possible that Athanasius intends to correct a false
impression which the earlier work may have caused.
21 1 John 229.
a Psalm 141.
• cf. supra I.22.
4 Genesis h.
31 from I.23.
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you concerning all things.'2 In the prophet Isaiah it is
written: 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he hath
anointed me.'3 Paul writes: 'In whom having also believed,
ye were sealed,''' and again, 'Grieve not the Holy Spirit ...
in whom ye were sealed unto the day of redemption'.6 The
creatures are anointed and sealed in him. But if the creatures
are anointed and sealed in him, the Spirit cannot be a creature. For that which anoints is not like to those which are
anointed. Moreover, this unction is a ~reath of the Son, l?0
that he who has the Spirit says: 'We are a sweet savour of
Christ.'6 The seal gives the impress of the Son, so that he
who is sealed has the form of Christ; as the Apostle says: 'My
little children, of whom I am again in travail until Christ be
formed in you.'? But if the Spirit is the sweet savour and
form of the Son, it is clear that the Spirit cannot be a creature; for the Son also, ·' being in the form's of the Father, is
not a creature.
Moreover, as he who has seen the Son 9 sees the Father, so
he who has the Holy Spirit has the Son, and, having him, is a
temple of God. For Paul writes, 'Know ye not that ye are a
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ?'lO
John says: 'Hereby know we that we abide in God and he in
us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.'11 But if we have
confessed that the Son is not 'a creature, because he is in the
Father and the Father in him, then the Spirit likewise cannot
possibly be a creature; for the Son is in him and he is in the
Son. Wherefore, he who receives the Spirit is called a
temple of God.
Furthermore, it will be well to look at it in the light of the
following consideration. If the Son is the Word of God, he is
one 12 as the Father is one; for, 'There is one God, of whom
are all things ... and one Lord Jesus Christ'.13 Hence both
in our speech and in the Scriptures he is called ·'only begotten Son'. But creatures are many and diverse: angels,
32 1 John 227.
Ephesians 430.
8 Philippians 26.
11
ohn 411.
6

1l1

a Isaiah 611.
Corinthians 216.
I from 1.24.
12 from 1.27.
e2

, Ephesians hs.
7 Galatians 419.
10 1 Corinthians 316.
13 1 Corinthians 80.
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archangels, cherubim, principalities, powers, and the rest,
as we have said. a But if the Son is not a creature because he
does not belong to the many, but is one as the Father is one:
then the Spirit likewise-for we must take our knowledge
of the Spirit from the Son-cannot be a creature. For he
does not belong to the many but is himself one. 4. This the
Apostle knows when he says: 'All these worketh the one and
the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally, even as he
will'l; and a little farther on: 'In one Spirit were we all
baptized into one body ... and were all made to drink of one
Spirit.'2
Once more, if we must take our knowledge of the Spirit
from the Son, then with propriety we may put forward
proofs which derive from him. The Son is everywhere3 ;
for he is in the Father and the Father in him. He controls
and contains all things; and it is written: 'In him all things
consist, whether seen or unseen, and he is before all things."
But the creatures are in the places which have been assigned
to them: sun, moon, and the other lights in the firmament,
angels in heaven and men upon the earth. But if the Son is
not a creature, because he is not in places assigned to him,
but is in the Father, and because he is everywhere even
while he is outside all things; it follows that the Spirit
cannot be a creature, for he is not in places assigned to him,
but fills all things 5 and yet is outside all things. Thus it is
written: 'The Spirit of the Lord hath filled the world.'6 And
David sings, 'Whither shall I go from thy Spirit?',? inasmuch as he is not in any place, but outside all things and in
the Son, as the Son is in the Father. Therefore, as we have
proved, he is not a creature.
Over and above these things, the following considerations will confirm the condemnation of the Arian heresy,
and once more make plain from the Son what we know
314 as we have said: i.e. supra I1.4(157).
41 1 Corinthians 1211.
! 1 Corinthians 1213.
3 cf. supra 1.26.
' Colossians 116-17.
& but fills all things: cf. de DedI.
e Wisdom h.

7

Psalm 1397.

I
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concerning the Spirit. The Son, like the Father, is creator';
for he says: 'What things I see the Father doing, these
things I also do.'9 'All things', indeed, 'were made through
him, and without him was not anything made.'lO But if the
Son, being, like the Father, creator, is not a creature; and if,
because all things were created through him, he does not
belong to things created: then, clearly, neither is the Spirit a
creature. For it is written concerning him in the one hundred
and third Psalm: 'Thou shalt take away their spirit, and they
shall die and return to their dust. Thou shalt put forth thy
Spirit, and they shall be created, and thou shalt renew the
face of the earth.'n 5. As it is thus written, it is clear that the
Spirit is not a creature, but takes part in the act of creation.
The Father creates all things through the Word in the Spirit;
for where the Word is, there is the Spirit also,! and the
things which are created through the Word have their vital
strength out of the Spirit from the Word. Thus it is written
in the thirty-second Psalm: 'By the Word of the Lord the
heavens were established, and by the Spirit of his mouth is
all their power.'2
So clearly is the Spirit indivisible from the Son that what
is now to be said leaves no room for doubt. When the Word
came 3 upon the prophet, it was in the Spirit that the prophet
used to speak the things he received from the Word. Thus
it is written in the Acts, when Peter says: 'Brethren, it was
needful that the Scripture should be fulfilled which the
Holy Spirit spake before." In Zechariah it is written, when
48 <[he Son . .. creator: See supra 1.24(127). But the point is made more forcibly and prominently here.
g John 5l9.
10 John Is.
11 Psalm 104~9, 80.
51 where the Word is, there is the Spirit also: See supra on 1.31(145) and Intro.
IV.36. The doctrine of 'Spiritus Creator' is thus acknowledged to be an extension of the more primitive notion of creation by the Logos-Sophia.
I Psalm 336.
3 When the Word came ... : This section, on theoperationofthe Spirit in prophecy, is detached from its context on 1.31 (142ff.) and joined to the summary
of 22-7(121ff.), so that it is made to introduce, rather than to illustrate, the
exposition of 2 Corinthians 1318.
'Acts he.
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the Word comes upon him: 'But receive my words and my
statutes, which I charge in my Spirit to the prophets.'5 And
when, a little farther on, he rebuked the people, he said:
'They made their hearts to be disobedient, lest they should
hear my law and the words which the Lord of hosts has sent
by his Spirit in the hands of the prophets of 01d.'6 And when
Christ spoke in Paul-as Paul himself said; 'Seeing that ye
seek a proof of Christ that speaketh in me'7-it was, none
the less, the Spirit that he had bestowing upon him the
power of speech. For he writes: 'according to the supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ upon me.'8 Again, when Christ
spoke in him, he said: 'Save that the Holy Spirit testifieth
unto me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide
me.'9 The Spirit is not outside the Word, but, being in the
Word, through him is in God. And so the spiritual gifts are
given in the Triad. For, as he writes to the Corinthians, in
their distribution there is the same Spirit and the same Lord
and the same God, 'Who worketh all things in all' .10 For the
Father himself through the Word in the Spirit works and
gives all things.
6. Assuredly, when he prayed for the Corinthians, he
prayed in the Triad,I saying: 'The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.'2 For inasmuch as we partake of the
Spirit, we have the grace of the Word and, in the Word, the
love of the Father. And as the grace of the Triad is one, so
also the Triad is indivisible. We can see this in regard to
Saint Mary herself. The archangel Gabriel,3 when sent to
5~

8 Zechariah 71~.
72 Corinthians 133.
9 Acts 2023.
10 1 Corinthians 128.
61 in the 'Iriad: cf. 'praying in the Holy Spirit', Jude ~O. But the meaning
here is to be understood from the statement made infra and in 1.28(134),
that the Church is rooted and grounded in the Triad. It is his confession of
the Trinity that gives his prayer its character and significance and validity.
cf. supra 1.30(141).
I 2 Corinthians 1313.
B archangel Gabriel: cf. supra 1.31(145). But there the Word is said to be in
the Spirit for the creation of the sacred humanity. Here the Spirit is in the
Word for the descent of the Word to Mary. The alteration is natural in the
light of the different angle from which the Incarnation is viewed.
8

Zechariah 18.
Philippians 119.
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announce the coming of the Word upon her, said, 'The
Holy Spirit shall come upon thee', knowing that the Spirit
was in the Word. Wherefore he straightway added: 'and
the Power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.'4 For
Christ is 'the Power of God and the Wisdom of God'.6 But
if the Spirit was in the Word, then it must l e clear that the
Spirit through the V'lord was also in God. Likewise, when
the Spirit comes to us, the Son will come and the Father, and
they will make their abode in us. For the Triad is indivisible, and its Godhead is one; and there is one God, 'over all
and through all and in all'.6 This is the faith of the Catholic
Church. For the Lord grounded and rooted it in the Triad,
when he said to his disciples: 'Go ye and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.'7 Were the Spirit a
creature, he would not have ranked him with the Father;
lest, by reason of something strange and foreign being
ranked therewith, the Triad should not be consistent. For
what was lacking to God, that he should take to himself
something foreign in essence and share his glory with it?
God forbid! It is not so! He himself said: 'I am full.'s
Therefore the Lord ranked the Spirit with the name of the
Father, to show that the Triad is not composed of diverse
elements, I mean of creator and creature, but its Godhead is
one. It was because he had learned this that Paul taught the
oneness of the grace given in the Triad, saying: 'One Lord,
one faith, one baptism'.9 As there is one baptism, so there is
one faith. For he who believes in the Father, in the Father
knows the Son; and it is not apart from the Son that he
knows the Spirit. Therefore he believes also in the Son and in
the Holy Spirit. For the Godhead of the Triad is one, as it is
made known from one,l° even from the Father.
64 Luke 135.
6 1 Corinthians 124.
Ephesians 46.
7 Matthew 2819.
8 I am full: Isaiah lu. cf. c.Ar.II.29 and Ep.Heort.xi.x.2. The exposition is
from Irenaeus, Haer.IV.xvii.l, and Origen, in Joh.fr.9.
8 Ephesians 45.
10 made k~own from one: The significance of b, here is not altogether clear.
B
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7. In these terms the Catholic faith is expressed. But as
for those who speak evil of the Spirit and eaU him a creature,
if what we have said does not make them repent, then may
what we are about to say overwhelm them with shame. If
there is a Triad, and if the faith is faith in a Triad, let them
tell us whether it was always a Triad, or whether there was
once when it was not a Triad. If the Triad is eternal, the
Spirit is not a creature, for he coexists eternally with the
Word and is in him. As for the creatures, there was a time
when they were not. If he is a creature, and the creatures are
from nothing, it is clear that there was once when the Triad
was not a Triad but a dyad.1 What greater impiety can man
utter? They are saying that the Triad owes its existence to
alteration and progress2 ; that it was a dyad, and waited for
the birth of a creature which should be ranked with the
Father and the Son, and with them become the Triad. God
forbid that such a notion should so much as enter the minds
of Christian people I As the Son, because he always exists, is
not a creature; so, because the Triad always exists, there is
no creature in it. Therefore the Spirit is not a creature. As it
always was, so it now is; as it now is, so it always was. It is
the Triad, and therein Father, Son and Holy Spirit. And
God is one, the Father, who is 'over all and through all and
in all',' who is 'blessed for ever. Amen'.'
I have written this in brief, as you directed, and am sending it. If anything is lacking therein, as a man of understanding, be kind enough to supply it. Read it 'to them that
610 (continued)

It is possible that Athanasius means that the initiative in divine revelation
is the Father's. cf. John 326. Or else, that our knowledge of the Son and
Spirit is a corollary of our knowledge of the Father, the idea of Fatherhood
implying the rest. It is very unlikely that he is anticipating the suggestion of
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat.x:xxi.26, that revelation is progressive, starting from
the Father and proceeding to the Son and thence to the Spirit. But inasmuch as the emphasis here rests upon the unity of God, it is best to connect
this statement with those already noted, supra on I. 16(100), which associate
the unity with the uniqueness of the divine Fatherhood.
71 cf. I.29(136f.), etc.
• to alteration and progress: cf. supra on I.2(83f.), etc.
3 Ephesians 4,.
' Romans 96.
5 ."'.-12
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are of the household of faith' /5 and refute those who love
contention and evil speech. Perhaps, even by a late repentance, they may wash away 6 from their souls the perversity
which formerly was in them. It were well for them, as it is
written, 'to turn aside and not to tarry'7; lest, by delaying,
they should hear that which was spoken by the Lord:
'Whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this age, nor in the age to come.'8
75 Galatians 610.
e wash away: so also de Dec.2 and c.Ar.III.28.
7 'to turn aside and not to tarry': These words are taken from an addendum
to Proverbs 918-18 (LXX) found in Codex Alexandrinus. The point of the
quotation is fully appreciated when the context, a warning to those who consort with Folly, is taken into account. The Tropici had better not hang about
the harlot's house any longer!
8 Matthew 1232. cf. supra 1.3(65) and 33(149).

I

EPISTLE

FOUR

A LETTER FROM THE SAME TO THE
SAME SERAPION LIKEWISE CONCERNING
THE HOLY SPIRITl
1. I HAVE READ the letter which your Piety has now written;
and the shamelessness of the heretics filled me with such
amazement that I came to the conclusion nothing can so
appropriately be said of them as what the Apostle enjoined 2:
'A man that is heretical after a first and second admonition
refuse; knowing that such a one is perverted and sins selfcondemned.' For, having a warped mind, he does not
inquire that he may hear and be persuaded, or that he may
learn and repent, but just because of those whom he has
deceived; lest, keeping silent, he should be condemned by
them also. What we have already said would have sufficed.
It would have sufficed 3 had they, after receiving such proofs,
desisted from their evil speech against the Holy Spirit. But
11 The preceding letter had taken no account of the argument of the
Tropici stated in I.15(95ff.), and the answer of Athanasius in the following
sections. Accordingly Serapion, while reporting the persistence of the heresy,
asks Athanasius to supply the defect and thus leads him to write yet a third
time. This present letter, though it owes much to 1.15-21(95ff.), is not a
summary, but an independent work. Indeed, the treatment of the subject is
fundamentally different. Whereas previously he has argued a priori, from the
character of the divine Sonship, that the analogy of human relationships cannot be indefinitely extended to the Triad, here he retorts the dilemma upon
its authors, and shows that, if it is real, the sense of Scripture will reduce the
Tropici to the same absurdity with which they tax him (2-3). The co-existence and co-operation of Son and Spirit is real, but it does not mean that
their relationship to the Father is identical. The being of God is mystery,
and revelation is not to be questioned but received (4-5). The analogy of
human relationship is not to be pressed, or else we are inevitably led back
to paganism (6).
2 the Apostle enjoined: Titus 310. See supra on I.15(98).
8 It would have sufficed: Athanasius does not ask the Tropici, as a condition
of their continuance in communion with him, to accept a formal statement
of belief or even to retract their views about the Spirit. He is satisfied to let
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they were not satisfied. Once more they indulge their shamelessness, to show that, having trained themselves to fight
with the Word, they are now fighting with the Spirit, 4 and
will soon be dead in unreason. For if we should answer their
present questions, none the less will they be 'inventors of evil
things'5; only that seeking they may not find, and hearing
they may not understand. Their wise questions run like this.
If the Holy Spirit is not a creature, then, say they, he is a
son, and the Word and he are two brothers. Then, as you
write, they add, If the Spirit 'shall take of'6 the SOl?- and is
given from him, (for so it is written)-they go on directly,
Then the Father is a grandfather and the Spirit is His
grandson.
2. Who, when he hears these things, will still regard them
as Christians, and not rather as pagans? For such things the
pagans say against us in conversation among themselves.
Who will be willing to answer this folly of theirs? For my
part, in my search for an appropriate answer to them, after
much thought I find none except that which of old was given
to the Pharisees.1 For as the Saviour, when the Pharisees
maliciously questioned him, questioned them in return, that
they might perceive their evilmindedness; so likewise, when
they ask such questions, let them tell us, nay rather, let them
answer us, being questioned as they question. If, when they
speak, they do not understand their inventions,2 perhaps,
when they listen, they may realize their folly. If the Holy
Spirit is not a creature, as has been shown in our previous
writings, but is in God and is given from God: then he is a
is (continued)
the matter drop, provided they will keep quiet. See supra on 1.17(105f.),
and Intro.III(28).
'with the- Word . .. with the Spirit: cf. ps.Basil, adfl.Eun.V.753A. For
i.oyo!-'axtiv cf. de Syn.54, ad Epict.l, and Tai, Myo!-'aXlal" Basil, de Sp.S.16.
i Romans ho.
• John 16u.
21 to the Pharisees: It is clear from what follows that Athanasius is here
referring to Mark 1127-88. But the question there did not come from the
Pharisees.
Z understand their inflmtions: i.e. that they are inventions. bpwefn"tlV, etc.,
are commonly used of the fabrication of heresy, e.g. c.Ar.I.3, 4, 8, 21, etc.
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son, and there are two brothers, he and the Word. And if the
Spirit is of the Son, and the Spirit receives all things from the
Son, as the Son himself said and inasmuch as it was he who
gave him to the disciples by breathing upon them (for you
too acknowledge these things): then the Father is a grandfather and the Spirit is his grandson. It is just that you should
be questioned from the same Scriptures with the same questions to which you in your questioning ask answer from us.
If you deny those things which are written, then you can no
longer be called Christians, 3 and it is just for us who are
Christians to be questioned by you. But if you read the same
Scriptures as we read, then must you likewise be questioned
about the same by us. Tell us, therefore, and do not hesitate,
whether the Spirit is a son and the Father a grandfather. But
if, as did the Pharisees of old, you too reason and say among
yourselves, If we say that he is a son, we shall hear the
question, Where is it written? If we say, he is not a son, we
fear lest they say to us, How then is it written': 'We received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is of
God'S? But if, when you debate these things among yourselves, you too say, We do not know: then must he of whom
you ask these questions be silent also, in obedience to him
who says: 'Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou
also be like unto him. Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own conceit.'s Silence is the answer
most appropriate to you, that you may realize your own
tgnorance.
3. Once again, in the following way also, it is just for you
to be questioned from the questions you ask. If the pro28 n° longer be called Christians: cf. de Dec.15: 'If then they deny Scripture,
they are at once aliens to their name, and may fitIy be called of all men
atheists.'
, How then is it written: If the Tropici really believe that for the Spirit to
be proper to God He must be God's Son, they will find themselves at once
without Scriptural authority for so calling Him, and yet committed to it by
the other expressions Scripture uses of Him. The argument is developed
further in the following sections.
6 1 Corinthians 21'.
• Proverbs 26'-6. cf. Gregory of Nyssa, (.Mad.
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phets speak in the Spirit of God, and the Holy Spirit
prophesies in Isaiah,l as has been shown in our previous
writings, then the Spirit is a word of God, and there are two
Words, the Spirit and the Son. For it was when the Word
came upon them that the prophets used to prophesy.
Furthermore, in addition to these things, if all things were
made through the Word and 'without him was not anything
made', 2 and if 'the Lord by Wisdom founded the earth'3 and
'in Wisdom'4 made all things; and if it is written, as has
been shown in our previous writings, 'Thou shalt send forth
thy Spirit and they shall be created'5-then either the Spirit
is the Word, or God has made all things in two Persons,s
both in Wisdom and in the Spirit. How then does Paul say:
'One God ... of whom are all things, and one Lord through
whom are all things'7? Again, if the Son is an 'image of the
31 in IJaiah: Apparently he is thinking of Isaiah 611, though he does not
refer to it in this connenon in 1.31(142) .
2 John h.
8 Proverbs 319.
• Psalm 10424.
5 Psalm 104Ho. d. Jupra 1.24(124) and 111.4(174).
e two PerJonJ: lv 6val. Athanasius has, of course, no word for Person. In his
early works (Exp.Fid., 2 and In illud, Omnia, 6) we find the expression ool(zeir;
v1l0aTaaeLr;. But it is abandoned in the later writings, possibly in deference to
the anathema of Nicaea, which takes V1l6aTOaLr; as equivalent to ovalo, perhaps
under the influence of Western usage. cf. ad Afr.4. vtpLaTaVOI, however, still
continues to be a characteristic Athanasian term for expressing the true subsistence of the Persons in Godhead. See Jupra 1.28(135). The use of T(!eir;
v1loaTaaUr; is acknowledged as permissible (Tom. adAnt.6).1t is also to be found
in the received text of de Inc.et c.Ar.l0; but, apart from the question of
authenticity, there may be reason to doubt the reading. (Felckmann rejected
it.) See Robertson, Intro.xxxii. It is surely a mistake to conclude, from the inadequacy of his terminology, that the maintenance of the distinct Personality
of the Son and Spirit was for Athanasius the great problem of theology. That
distinction was datum for him no less than for the Origenists. If the interpretation of the 6/-,oovaLOv suggested above, on 11.3, be accepted, the Nicene
Council raised not that question, but, in a very pressing way, that of the
unity of the three co-equal Persons. Nothing in these letters or in c.Ar.l-III
suggests that Athanasius felt that his orthodoxy could be impugned as to
the true hypostasis of the Son or the Spirit. His very indiscretions (cf. Jupra
on 1.20.116) testify to the lightness of his conscience. If he here touches for
a moment on the possibility of the identification of Son and Spirit, it is not
because he believes his own doctrine to need defence against such an imputation, but simply as yet another absurdity to which his opponents may be
reduced.
7 1 Corinthians &.
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invisible Father', 8 and the Spirit is an image of the Son v-for
it is written, 'Whom he foreknew he also foreordained to be
conformed to the image of his Son'lO-then, according to
this, the Father is a grandfather. And if the Son came in the
name of the Father, and the Son says, 'The Holy Spirit whom
the Father shall send in my name'U-then thus also is the
Father a grandfather. What have you to say to this, you who
have a glib answer to everything ?12 What are you reasoning
among yourselves? Do you find fault with such questions,
now that you see yourselves at a loss? First blame yourselves, for you were used to ask them, and hark en to the
Scriptures, and, if you are at a loss for words, become
learners at last. In the Scriptures the Spirit is not called son
but Holy Spirit and Spirit of God. As the Spirit is not called
son, so neither is it written of the Son that he is the Holy
Spirit. If then the Spirit is not called son, nor is it written
that the Son is the Spirit,I3 is the faith in contradiction to the
truth? God forbid! It is rather that each of the abovementioned terms 14 has its proper meaning. The Son is an
offspring proper to the essence and nature of the Father;
that is the sense the term bears. The Spirit, who is said to be
of God and is in God, is not alien to the nature of the Son 16
nor to the Godhead of the Father. Therefore there is in the
38 Colossians h G.
image of the Son: cf. supra on 1.20(115) and 24(127).
10 Romans &9.
11 John 1426.
11 a glib answer: cf. supra on 1.18(106).
18 that the Son is the Spirit: Translating with Montfaucon, as though
Athanasius had written oj}a' on 6 Ylo~ lan TO IIveiJl-'a. All MSS. read Y16.
without the article, which makes the clause simply repeat what precedes. The
whole sentence is obviously determined by the previous and requires a
reference to the Son here.
1& the above-mentioned terms: for this use of GrJl-'aLVOl-'evo" see the examples
in !'.G.'T. yvwa~ here, in the sense of 'meaning', is unusual. But see Plato
('Theaetetus 206b); and cf. Didymus (de 'Trin.II.460c): la1Jv l Xew lntyvroaw.
16 not alien to the nature of the Son: Nothing in these letters shows more
clearly than this how unstudied are the references in Athanasius to the procession of the Spirit. Here he is in urgent need of a term which shall distinguish the relation of the Spirit to the Father, as Y£VV1Jl-'a ill the previous
sentence distinguishes that of the Son. Yet neither here nor elsewhere in this
letter does he employ baro(!wea8aL.
8

184

THE LETTERS OF ST. ATHANASIUS

Triad-in Father and in Son and in the Holy Spirit himself
-one Godhead, and in the same Triad there is one baptism
and one faith. Thus when the Father sends the Spirit, it is the
Son who, by breathing upon them, gives him to the disciples.
For 'all things whatsoever the Father hath'16 belong to the
Son. When the Word came to the prophets, they used to
prophesy by the Spirit, as it is written and we have shown.
And: 'By the Word 17 of the Lord the heavens were established, and by the Spirit of his mouth is all their power.'
4. Thus the Spirit is not a creature but proper to the
essence of the Word and proper to God in whom he is said
to be. Once more, we must not shrink from repeating ourselves. Though the Holy Spirit is not called son, yet he is not
outside the Son. For he is called 'Spirit of sonship'l; and as
Christ is 'the Power of God and the Wisdom of God', 2 it is
fitly said of the Spirit that he is 'Spirit of Wisdom'3 and
'Spirit of Power'.' When we partake of the Spirit we have
the Son; and when we have the Son, we have the Spirit, as
Paul said, crying in our hearts: 'Abba Father !'6 But seeing
that the Spirit is of God and is said by Scripture to be in him
(,The things of God none knoweth save the Spirit of God
which is in him'6) and that the Son has said, 'I am in the
Father and the Father in me'7-why have not these two the
same name, but the one is Son and the other Spirit? If anyone asks such a question, 8 he must be mad. For he is search316 John 161~ .

And: 'By the Word . . .': The true reading, found in all MSS., is rendered
here. By omitting "at, Montfaucon suggests that Psalm 336 exemplifies what
precedes. Actually, Athanasius gives three proofs of the unity of Godhead:
the Spirit is sent both by Father and Son; the Son and Spirit work as one in
the inspiration of prophecy and, again, in creation. It should be noticed once
more that it is the Spirit's work in creation rather than in sanctification that
is urged here.
41 Romans 81~.
I 1 Corinthians 12,.
3 Isaiah 1 h.
4 Wisdom 528 and 1120.
5 Galatians 46.
8 1 Corinthians 211.
7 John 1410.
8 mch a question: Athanasius here argues for the terms 'Son' and 'Spirit'
what later writers, notably Didymus (de 'Trin.II.447, etc.), argue for Y8w1]Cnr;
and llal;6ewc1tr;. The difference of term attests a real difference, even though
it is impossible to define it.
17

(
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ing the unsearchable and disobeying the Apostle when he
says: 'For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who
hath been his counsellor ?'9 Moreover, who shall dare to
rename what God has named? Otherwise, let him bestow
names on the things of creation! Let them tell us, since
creation came into being by one and the same fiat, why one
thing is sun, another heaven, earth, sea, air. But if the fools
find this impossible-for each thing remains as it was originated-much more have the things above the creation an
eternal stability.lo And it is not otherwise than that the
Father is Father and not grandfather, and the Son is Son of
God and not father of the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit Holy
Spirit and not grandson of the Father or brother of the Son.
5. These things being thus proved, he must be mad who
asks, Is the Spirit also a son? But neither let any man, because this is not written, separate him from the nature of
God and from that which is proper to God.l As it is written,
let him believe and not say, Why thus and not thus? Lest
from reasoning about these things he take counsel and say,
Where then is God? And lest finally he hear the words:
'The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.'2 The
traditions of the faith are not to be known by impertinent
scrutiny.3 When the disciples heard the words, 'Baptizing
them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit',4 they did not ask impertinently, why the Son
comes second and the Spirit third, or why the whole is a
4' Romans 113(.
an eternal stability: To Athanasius the notion of a Father-Grandfather,
etc., involves the loss of immutability, as well as of simplicity, in God. Such
a combination of relationships cannot be conceived out of the realm of temporality and contingency. The Father cannot be both father and grandfather,
but only now father and now grandfather.
51 that which is proper to God: For l&6.1']c; here cf. c:Ar.L6, 111.5, 6, etc.,
Basil, Ep.xxxviii.s and lii.3.
2 Psalm 141.
3 by impertinent scrutiny: So d3reetleyacrcoll here, not 'inscrutable' but
'apart from idle curiosity', retaining the usual, unfavourable, sense of
1I:E(!u:eydCeC1lJaI, as in Basil (Hexaem.II.s): .ov cr,,6.ovc; .1jv evvotall dn)'wc; "at
cineeteeydcrcwc; • . . l"tJe~wl-'elJa.
~ Matthew 2818.
10
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Triad. But as they heard, so they believed. They did not ask,
as do you, Is the Spirit then a son? Nor, when the Lord
spoke of the Spirit after the Son, did they ask, Is the Father
then a grandfather? For they did not hear 5 'into the name of
the grandfather', but 'into the name of the Father'. They
came to sound conclusions and preached this faith everywhere. For it was not to be put otherwise than as the
Saviour put it, that he himself is the Son, and that the other
is the Holy Spirit. Nor was it right to change the order in
which they have been ranked together. This holds good of
the Father also. As it is not lawful to speak of him in any
other way than as Father, so it is impious to ask whether the
Son is the Spirit or the Spirit a son. For this cause Sabellius 6
was judged a stranger to the Church, because he dared to
apply to the Father the title, Son, and to the Son the name
of the Father. After this, will anyone still dare to say, when
he hears the words son and spirit, Is the Father then a
grandfather? Or, Is the Spirit then a son? Yes, they will
dare, the Eunomii and the Eudoxii and the Eusebii !7 When
once they affect the Arian heresy, they will not keep their
tongues from impiety. Who delivered these things to them?
Who was their teacher? Certainly no one taught them out of
the divine Scriptures. It was out of the abundance of their
hearts this folly came.
5& they did not hear . .. : cf. supra on I.15(99).
Sabellius: Athanasius .is quick to make capital out of the resemblance
between the Son who becomes the Spirit's father and the Father who becomes a son in His self-manifestation, the vlo:rr.6:r:we of Sabellius. It is a bold
debating point, for the two heresies were justly considered to be at opposite
poles. cf. Basil, de Sp.S.59.
7 the Eunomii and the Eudoxii and the Eusebii: No doubt, these three names
are chosen for the sake of the alliteration. But Eudonus, whom Athanasius
regarded as the leader of the 'political' Arians, together with Acacius and
Patrophilus (see de Syn.l, 38, etc.), was at this time the patron of Eunomius,
the principal representative of the new 'ideological' Arianism. The reference
to the Eusebii is suggested by Acacius, the disciple and successor of Eusebius
of Caesarea. But it also expresses Athanasius's conviction that the new
Arianism and the old are continuous. In Homoeans and Anomoeans he sees
his old foes the Eusebii of Nicomedia and Caesarea still alive. For his animosity
toward the latter, cf. de Syn.13.
6

187

EPISTLE FOUR

6 . For if you ask, Is the Spirit then a son?, since, by our
showing, he is not a creature-so must you ask, Is the Son
then a father?, for you have learned that he is not a creature
inasmuch as through him things originate were created.1
Or it may run thus: Is the Spirit then the Son and the Son
himself the Holy Spirit? But if this be their opinion, they
will be cut off from the holy Triad 2 and will be judged to be
godless,3 inasmuch as they change the names of Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, transposing them at will on the analogy of
human generation, calling them grandchildren and grandfathers, and remaking for themselves the genealogies of the
gods of the pagans. This is not the faith of the Church; but,
as the Saviour said, it is into Father, Son and Holy SpiritFather who cannot be called grandfather, Son who cannot be
called father, and Holy Spirit who is named by no other
name 4 than this. Of this faith it is not permissible to interchange the terms. 5 The Father is always Father, and the
Son always Son, and the Holy Spirit is and is called always
Holy Spirit. In human relations 6 it is not so, despite the
Arians' delusions.? As it is written, 'God is not as man',8 so
we might say, Men are not as God. For in the case of men
the father is not always a father nor the son always a son.
The same man becomes father of a son, who was himself
another's son; and the son, being his father's son, becomes
another's father. Abraham, for example, being son of Nahor,
became father of Isaac; and Isaac, being son of Abraham,
61 inasmuch as through Him . .. : cf. supra 1.24(127) and III.4(174), and
see Newman's note on c.Ar.II.21.
2 cut oJ! from the Holy Triad: cf. de Dec.2 init., TWV Te vop,wv "ai Tij, •••
br.ayyeJ..ta, e~w yeyovacn.
8 godless: See supra on 1.30(140). Here again it obviously means no more
than pagan.
, by no other name: cf. Basil (de Sp.S.22): IIveiJp,a aYLov "veta am-ov "ai
l&dCovC1a ,,;'ijC1U;.
5 to interchange the terms: cf. Basil (Ep.ccliA): lMav Tof, Dvop,aC1L Td~w
e1HVOefV (and also liiA).
Sin h1tman relations: See supra 1.16(10lf.) and the notes there.
7 the Arians' delmions: i.e. that human and divine relationships are strictly
analogous; and not the converse, as the form of the sentence seems to suggest.
s Numbers 23l9.
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became father of Jacob. Each, being a part of his sire, is begotten a son, and becomes himself another's father. But with
the Godhead it is not so; for, 'God is not as man'. Thus the
Father is not from a father; wherefore he begets not one who
should become another's father. Nor is the Son a part of the
Father; wherefore he is not a thing begotten to beget a son. 9
Hence in the Godhead alone the Father is and was and always is, because he is Father in the strict sense, and Only
Father. The Son is Son in the strict sense, and Only Son.
And of them it holds good that the Father is and is called
always Father, and the Son, Son; and the Holy Spirit is always Holy Spirit, whom we have believed to be of God and
to be given from the Father through the Son. Thus the holy
Triad remains incapable of alteration, and is known in one
Godhead. Wherefore he who asks, Is the Spirit then a son?,
as though the name could be altered, is deluded and infects
himself with madness. And he who asks, Is the Father then a
grandfather?, by inventing a new name for the Father, errs
in his heart. It is not safe to make any further answer to the
effrontery of the heretics, for that is to oppose the Apostle's
injunction. 10 It is good rather to give the counsel he
commanded.
7. These things are sufficient to refute your foolish
speech. Mock no more at the Godhead. For it is the part of
those who mock to ask the questions which are not written
and to say, So the Spirit is a son and the Father a grandfather? So scoffs he of Caesarea and he of Scythopolis.1 It is
6 8 a thing begotten to beget a son; The phrase must be taken together as a
whole. Athanasius has no objection to yivvr}p,a in itself. cf. supra on 1.20(116).
10 injunction; i.e. Titus 310, as above in 1. This constitutes a definite

instruction to Serapion to break off relations with all who continued to speak:
of :TtcUc:TtOC; and beyovoc;. The only alternatives for such people are silence or
excommunication.
71 he of Caesarea and he of Scythopolis; Acacius and Patrophilus. The latter
was prevented by ill health from t aking an active part in the proceedings at
Seleucia in the autumn of 359. But a formal record of the Dated Creed, as
amended and promulgated at Constantinople in the following year, was sent
to him. See Socrates (H.E.II.39 and 43). This creed follows the line of that
which Acacius presented at Seleucia in emphasizing the mission of the Spirit
in antithesis to the generation of the Son. The implications of this may well

EPISTLE FOUR

189

sufficient 2 for you to believe that the Spirit is not a creature,
but is Spirit of God; and that in God there is a Triad, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. There is no need to use the name
Father of the Son; nor is it lawful to say that the Spirit is the
Son, nor that the Son is the Holy Spirit. But as we have said,
so it is. The Godhead which is in this Triad is one; and there
is one faith and one baptism given therein. And one is the
initiation in Jesus Christ our Lord: through whom and with
whom to the Father with the Holy SpiritS be glory and power
to all ages of ages. Amen.
71 (contillued)
have been defended by the nWmo, argument at the time when this letter was
written. It is unlikely that Patrophilus survived these events by any long time.
His remains were violated by a pagan mob during the reign of Julian. Theophanes in his Chronographia (Migne, Pat.Gr.108.156) and the Chronicon
Alexandrinum (ibid.92.740) suggest that the outrage took place shortly after
that emperor's accession in November 361. Epiphanius, indeed, seems to
suggest (Haer.lxxiii.24) that his successor, Philip, was actually appointed at
Seleucia!
• It is sufficient . .. : Takes up again, at the end of the letter, the statement
in 1.1. There is no question of imposing a theology upon the Tropici. They
are only asked to desist from repeating their offensive opinions.
I with the Holy Spirit: uVv dylcp IIvevpan. This accords with Athanasius's
assertion (ad Jov.4fin.): ' ... rather glorified Him together with the Father
and the Son.' But elsewhere there is only one certain instance of Athanasius
using uVv dylcp IIverJpan in a doxology (ad Amunjin.). In de Dec.32 we find
lJ.pa, and one preposition or the other must have been used in Ep.Heort.xix
(for 347, the last complete letter we possess). In Quic.dix.16 the text is corrupt-RSP read uVv and L lipa, but the original reading of BA is irrecoverable,
and may well have been lv. On the other hand, we find b dytcp IIvevpaTL in
de Inc.57, ad Episc.23, de Fug.27, and in Ep.Heort.i, ii, iii, vii. The alternative
forms of the doxology were, of course, the immediate cause of the writing of
the de Sp.S. of Basil. cf. ibid.3 and 58-68.
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spurious, 38 123: 39 131: 40 66
ad 'jO'Uianum (ad 'j0'U.), spurious, 73
de Incarnatione et contra Arianos (de
Inc. etc. Ar.), doubtful, 216; 615,
162; 7 169; 9-18 14: 9-10 109;
10 182; 13 121-2; 14 113, 126,
144; 1791; 19134, 158
dialogus I contra Macedonianum (c.
Mac. I), spurious, 124, 28, 97, 100;
4 137; 6 29: 8 28: 11 29; 12 143,
146; 15 29; 1728, 60; 1828, SO
contra Omnes Haereses (c. Omn.
Haer.), spurious,S 85
Dialogus III de Trinitate (Dial. III de
Trin.), spurious, 7 158; 9 88, 91:
14-15 91; 16-19 82: 19 28, 60;
2074, 78: 23 143: 24 82, 127; 25
146; 26 66, 67, 79, 81
de Trinitate et Spiritu Sancto (de Trin .
et Sp. S.), doubtful, 1 15, 62, 66; 2
78, 161; 3-5 91; 4 15, 97; 5 14;
7134; 8 15, 82, 127; 9 14, 91, 143;
1014, 15; 10-13 1U; 11 14, 16,
144; 12 14, 15, 126, 146; 15 126,
148; 1614; 1714, 15, 93, 124; 18
15, lOO: 1914, 15, 109, 112: 20 15,
66: 2115
Vita Antonii (Vit. Ant.), doubtful, 82,
9158
Festal Index (Fest. Ind.), xxv 58
Historia Acephala (Hist. Aceph.), 3 58

apologist, 2nd cent. :
Legatio (Leg.), 10110; 24 95

ATHENAGORAS,

A UGUSTlNE, bishop

of Hippo, 354-430:
de Haeresibus (Haer.), lii 24
de Trinitate (de Trin.), XV. xxvi,4796

bishop of Cappadocian Caesarea,
c. 330-79:
Epistles (Ep.), viii 26; viii, 6 81:
viii, 6-7166; viii, 1021: xxv 104;
xxv, 2 25: xxxviii,S US: li 106;
!xxxi 58: xc 58; xcv 26; xcix 26:
c 58; cv 60, 123; cxiii 104; cxiv
104; cxxv, 3 60,104; cxxx 26; crl
25, 60; clxxxviii 137: cixxxix, 5
142; clxxxix, 6-7 Ul; clxxxix, 8

B ASIL,
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BASIL, Epistles--contd.
94: cciv 21; ccxxvi 133; ccxxvi, 3
26; ccxxxiv, 2 107: ccxxxvi 166:
ccxxxviii 95: ccxliv, 9 26: ccli, 4
187: cclxiii 19: cclxiii, 3 26
adversus Eunomium(adv.Eun.), I-Ill,
I. 14 107. H. 7 116; 17 115: 20
162; 23 101: 24 101: 32 116:
3399. Ill. 1 97, 118; 2 123; 3 75;
4 83; 5 82, 126: 696, 106; 7 33,
66,81
Hexaemeron (Hexaem.), 11. 5185
in Principium Proverbiorum (in Prin.
Prov.),3162
de Spiritu Sancto (de Sp. S.), 3 189;
4-12 135: 7 36; 16 180; 22 187:
23 126: 24 28: 25 60, 63; 26 137;
2765: 28 93,137,139,140; 29 80,
86, 94: 29-30 30: 37 111, 144:
37-40 36: 38 81-3, 122: 40 143:
41 29: 41-7 97: 43 113, 118: 44
105: 46 136: 48 122, 137: 49 71,
83: 51 28, 60, 155-6: 52 75: 54
124, 131: 56 78: 58 189: 58--64 29:
59 186: 62-4 148: 66 133: 67 134,
136: 74 21: 79 61

adversus Eunomium (adv. Eun.),IVV, spurious, IV. 704162. V. 712b
130; 713a 123: 713b 143: 721144:
721b Ill: 724126: 724a 126: 724c
115, 127: 725b 124: 728a 127:
728b Ill: 728c 117: 733c 128:
744 91; 744c 126; 745c 146: 752c
107: 753a 180: 761b 92
CHRONICON ALEXANDRINUM OR PASCHALE, 7th cent. :
P.G. 92, 740 189
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, patriarch of Constantinople, 354-407 :
on Ephesians 110 141
on 1 Timothy 521 94
CLEMENT, of Alexandria, c. 145-212 :
Paedagogus (Paed.), I. 1 145
Stroma/m (Strom.), VII. xvu, 108133
CYPRIAN, bishop of Carthage, c. 20058 :
de Idowrum Vanitate (de idol. van.),
11146
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CYPRIAN--contd.
Epistles (Ep.), lxix, 2 139: lxxiii,S
139: lxxiii, 7 139: lxxiv, 18139
CYRIL, bishop of Alexandria, d. 444 :
in Johannem (in Joh.), Ill. iv 76
Ep. I ad SucCl!ssum (ad Succ.), P.G.
77, 233c 168
Thesaurus, XXII. passim 166
de Trinitate (de Trin.), VII. 1080b
138: 1080c 122: 1089b 127: 1089c
126: 1096 144: 1104d 91: 1105b
131: 1108 66: 1108a 31; 1108d
127: 1112 143
CYRIL, bishop of Jerusalem, c. 315-86:
Catechues (Cat.), iv, 1 134; 2 134;
4 130; 16 19, 82, 126. v, 6 139.
xi, 19 lOS. xvi, 2 19: 3 82; 4 141;
519: 13-15 77: 23 157; 2419; 31
72. xx, 6 139. xxiii, 6 157
DAMASUS, bishop of Rome, c. 304-84 :
ad Paulinum, 22
DIDYMUS, of Alexandria, c. 313-98:
Enarratio in Johannis Epistulam
Primam (Enarr. in Joh.), 4, 1-2 69
de Spiritu Sancto (de Sp. S.), 1 61: 2
72; 3 69; 5 130, 132; 6 33,131; 7
33; 1333; 14-15 30, 66; 14-1634;
15 68, 69,80; 16 142; 16-17 36;
16-25 Ill; 21 112: 22 124; 24-5
112-13; 25 123, 126: 25-38 117:
26 71; 29 93, 144: 30 91; 31 146:
3233: 38 34, lOO: 39 .74: 43-53
91: 45 34; 54-9 77: 58 31: 59 34:
60-1 112-13; 62 33, 99: 64 148

de Trinitate (de Trin.), I. 280a 96;
340a 116: 341a 24: 356 93: 400b
99: 437a 23, 24: 440b 93. 11. 447
184; 447c 97: 448c 96: 452a 117:
453b 70: 456a 81: 457c 69: 460a
122, 183; 461a 114; 465a 115:
476a 31; 477c 99: 481c 126: 484
133; 492c 97, 100; 500 144; 504b
113, lIS: 508b 120; 508c 100-1;
512b 130; 513b 96: 516c 31; 524a
132; 525a 112-13,123, 124: 529a
123; 540b 132; 545c 122; 547c 86;
548a 28; 548b 29, 86; 548c 30, 93,
96; 549a 113; 552a 101; 553a 183,
157; 553b 109; 559c 74; 560b 78,

r
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DIDYMUS, de Trinitate--contd.
79; 560--600 111; 564b 28; 564c
28; 565c 83'; 568a 123; 569 b 83;
569c 127; 572c 81; 573b 143; 576b
28, 60; 600c 28; 604d 24, 28;
605a 31; 613c 24; 619c 60; 620a
28; 620c 24; 628b 31, 88; 629 90;
629b 91, 140; 632a 24; 632b 29;
633a 24, 143; 636a 126; 640c 113;
641b 96; 648a 101; 652c 72; 673
137; 673b 96; 720a 137; 729b 91,
143; 741a 148; 743b 133; 748a 96;
748c 112, 126. Ill. 793b 120; 816
162; 917 166; 949b 30; 951 66-7;
953a 68
ps. DIONYSIQS 'the Areopagite', 4th5th cent.? :
dt caelesti Hierarchia (de cael. hitr.),
vi,2157
EPIPHANIUS, bishop of Salamis, c. 315403 :
Ancoralw (Anc.), 6118; 9126; 68-70
111; 71 88, 110; 72 77; 119134
Expositio Fidei (Exp. Fid.), 13137
contra Haereses or Panari01j (Hatr.),
lxix, 7 109-10; 12 162; 21 162;
50 31, 85. lxxiii, 1 22; 23 23; 24
189; 26 16; 27 23. lxxiv, 8 66.
lxxvi, 8 116; fin. 139
EUNOMIUS, Anomoean bishop of Cyzicus, died c. 355 :
Liber Apologeticus (Lib. Apol.), 17
116; 24 19, 33; 27 82; 28 162
EUSEBIUS, bishop of Caesarea, c. 263339 :
Demonstratio
E'Vangelica
(Dem.
E'Vang.), IV. 3, 1 109
Historia Ecclesiastica (H.E.), I. 6
130. VII. 7 130, 140
contra Marcellum (c. Marc.), I. 1
136. n. 2 109; 3 162
Ecclesiastica Theologia (Eeel. Theo!.),
I. 20--30 112. II. 10 169. Ill. 61;
283, 162; 4 64; 4-5 19; 9 153
FACUNDUS, bishop of Ermiana, 6th
cent. :
Pro Defensione trium Capitulorum
(Pro Dif. Tr. Cap.), P.L. 67, 793
166

GREGORY, of Nazianzus, c. 330-90 :
Orations (Orat.), xxviii, 31 157.
xxix, 2 116. xxx, 2 162; 15 166;
20102-3. xxxi, 1 60; 4 126; 5 21;
6 116; 7 96, 99; 8 96, 106, 108;
1265; 17-2029,97; 20 29; 25 85,
143; 25-8 29, 91; 26 177; 29 126;
32 115. xl, 18 etc. 73. xli, 8 26;
9 126. xlii, 27 95. xliii, 69 142
GREGORY, of Nyssa, c. 335-94 :
contra Apollinarium (c. Apoll.), 24 166
in Cantica (in Cant.), XV. 1100a 157
ad'Versus Eunomium (ad'V. Eun.),
II. 540c 124; 557 97; 564b 111;
564d 122. Ill. 573 162; 584b 162;
608c 116. X. 828a 106; 828c 107
de Fide (de Fid.), fin. 66, 81
ad'Versus Macedonianos (ad'V. Mac.),
1181; 2 28; 6 29,65,118; 10118;
11 28,82; 1336,83; 15 28; 1728;
23126
GREGORY THAUMATURGUS, of Neocaesarea in Pontus, c. 213-70 :
Confession (Conf.), 115
HERMAS, of Rome, 2nd cent. :
Pastor Mandata (Mand.), vi, 2 95
Similitudines (Sim.), v, 6 146
HILARY, bishop of Poictiers, c. 31567 :
de Synodis (de Syn.), 16162; 72 22
de Trinitate (de Trin.), II. 26 146.
IV. 11162. VII. 3194. XII. 35162
HIPPOLYTUS, of Rome, 3rd cent. :
ad'Versus Noetum (ad<v. Noet.), 10
152; 11 108
Refutatio (Ref.), 1. 19 142. V. 21157.
VI. 30 146
IRENAEUS, bishop of Lyons, c. 130200 :
contra Haereses (Haer.), I. Praef. 61;
iv,S 86-7; v, 2157. II. xiii, 5110;
xvii, 4110; xxviii, 2 106; xxviii,
6-8 166. Ill. xvii 39; xvii, 1 40;
xvii,3 40; xviii 39; xviii, 3 40. IV.
Praif. 36; vii, 4 88, 115; xvii, 1
176; xx, 3-4 112. V. i 39; i, 1 40;
i, 2-3 146; vi, 1 39-40; vi, 2 40;
vii, 1 39: viii, 1 40: ix, 1 126
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JEROME, born in Pannonia, c.
Chronieon (Chron.), P.L. 27,
Epistles (Ep.), cxix, 11 (P.L.
120
de Viris Illustribus (de Vir.
59

345 :
499 23
22, 979)
Ill.), 99

JUSTIN MARTYR, born at Nablus in
Samaria, c. 165 :
Apolagia Prima (Apol. Prima), 6 87:
33146
Apologia Secunda (Apol. Sec.), 5 95:
6101
Dialagus cum Tryphollt (Tryph .), 56
88: 61 110: 128 110
JOHN, bishop of Antioch, died 448 :
Epistles (Ep.), I. 2 58
JOHN, of Damascus, 8th cent. :
de Fide Orthodoxa (de Fid. Orth.),
P.G. 94 (l) 796b 130: 820a 102:
833a 117: 856b 115. (Ill) 1021c
169: 1073a 167
LACTANTIUS, of North Africa, c. 250325 :
Institutes (Inst.), iv, 29 108
LEONTIUS, of Constantinople, c. 485543 :
de Seetis, P.G. 86A, 1256d 150
adversus Fraudes Apollinaristarum,
spurious, P.G. 86A, 1948b 16
LUCIFER, of Cagliari, died 371 :
de Regibus Apostaticis, P.L. 13, 807d
19
MAR IUS VICTORINUS, Roman rhetorician, 4th cent. :
adversus Arium (adv. Ar.), I. 56146
METHODIUS, bishop of Olympus,
martyred c. 312 :
Convivium decem Virginum (Conv.),
iii,818
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ORIGEN, of Alexandria, c. 185-255 :
contra Celsum (c. Cels.), II. 60 142.
Ill. 28 38: 41 123: 43 85. V. 4 95.
VIII. 34 95
in Genesin (in Gen.), XI. 2 77
in Numeros (in Num .), XI. 8 20
in Matthaeum (in Matt.), XIII. 1871;
LX. 166
in 'Johannem (in 'Joh.), n. 10 20. 21.
96. VI. 33 38: 38 130. XIII. 24
148: 25 20. XIX. 7 120./1'. 9176:
fr. 37116
in epistolam ad Romanos (in Rom.),
VI. 11 78
de Principiis (de Prill.), I. Pratf. 4 20.
96: ii, 4-12 108; ii, 7 34: ii, 8115;
ii, 13 64; iii, 1 35; ill, 2 20: iii, 3
20: iii. 4 69: iii, 5-7 20: iv, 4 20;
vi, 2 38; viii, 1 95. n. vi, 6 38, 40;
x, 7 95. IV. i 77. 162; i, 1 126;
iv, 8 20./1'. 7 88;fr. 9 20
PHILOSTORGIUS, Arian historian, born
c. 370:
Epitome, IV. 9 23. VIII. 1723
RUFINUS, of Aquileia, c. 345-410 :
Historia Ecelesiastiea (H.E.), I. 25
23
SERMONES ARIANORUM, P.L. 13, 610c
(fr. 6) 24; 613b (fr. 9) 24
SEVER US, patriarch of Antioch, died
c. 540:
contra impium Grammatieum (c. Imp.
Gramm·),fr. 168b 12, 58
SoCRATES, of Constantinople, c. 380445 :
Historia Ecclesiastica (H.E.), I. 6 66:
8 136. 157. 11. 15 24; 39 188: 40
23: 43 188: 45 22-4. Ill. 7 58. 76:
2525. IV. 4 25; 6 25; 7 25; 1225:
23 58. V. 4 26; 8 22; 24 139. VI. 4
58; 11 58
SOZOMEN, of Constantinople, born end
of 4th cent. at Gaza :
Historia Ecelesiastica (H.E.), IV. 9
58; 13 23: 22 23: 26 24: 27 23. 2460. V. 1423. VI. 12 25; 26 139
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SYNESIUS,

appointed bishop of Cyrene,

c. 410:

Epistles (Ep.), xcviii 58
apologist, 2nd cent. :
adversus Graecos (adv. GrMC.), 5
110; 1388; 1588

TATIAN,

of North Africa, born
c. 160:
Apologia (Apol.), 21 110
adversus Judaeos (adv. Jud.), 13 146
adversus Praxean (adv. Prax.), 8
110; 26146
adversus Valentinianos (adv. Val.),
20157

bishop of Cyrus, c. 393460 :
Eranistes (Dial.), P.G. 83, 90 162;
ibid. 18015
Haereticarum Fabularum Compendium
(Fab. Haer.), n. 18' 19. IV. 3 139
Historia Ecclesiastica (H. E.), 1. 5162.
n. 6 23. V. 11 22

THEODORET,

TERTULLIAN,

Byzantine chronicler,
900-40 :
Chronographia, P.G. 108, 156 189

THEOPHANES,

of Antioch, 2nd cent. :
ad Autolycum (ad Aut.), I. 7 112.
11.4130; 10146; 27 39

THEOPHILUS,
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Genesis h, 121, 156, 171
12,71
ho, 107
114, 132
29, 107
219, 107
68,71
71,78
2812, 131
363,167
4813 sq., 93
Exo-:lus 1431, 93
331 sq., 90
3316, g.o
3317 sq., 90
Leviticus 1936,91
Numbers 1129,71
1424,79
2319, 187
Deuteronomy 130, 91
426,94
2866,77
328, 131
Judges 310, 71
6s, 91
1129,71
1224 sq., 71
1514,71
1 Kings 1843, 79

2 Kings 29, 68
Job 16, 131
4l8, 131
1513,131
256, 131, 156
334,83
4h8,77
Psalms 21, 59
141, 121, 171, 185
191, 156
192,95
241,156
242, 151
336, 143, 165, 174, 184
369,109
433,148
448,40

Psalms-contd.
451, 161
456, 158
456 sq., 165
50.,94
5ho,83
SIn, 71
659,109
776,77
7720,91
78~3, 91
821,125
823, 163
826 sq., 158
932,85
10424, 165, 182
10429 sq., 82,127,174
10430, 122, 182
10720, 165
107~, 78
1148, 156
11611, 130
13616, 91
1397, 131, 173
14310,71
1467 sq., 112
14718, 143
1483, 161
1487 sq., 78
Proverbs 319, 165, 182
822,15,32,67,77,83, 162, 165
91,146
918 sq. (LXX), 178
Ecclesiastes 311, 107
716, 104
Isaiah 72, 79
71(, 81
112,184
301,71
4029 (LXX), 156
420,69
451( sq., 158
4816,71,92
59-n,71
6h, 40, 71, 124, 165, 172
639 sq., 72
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Isaiah-contd.
6311 sq., 90
6314,90
662,157
Jeremiah 11, 144
26,91
213,109
Ezekiell07, 131
1124,72
1881,79
1831 sq., 84
2726,78
289, 158
2812 sq., 131
3626,81
Daniel 32~, 161
710,89,132
Hosea 13., 91
Joel 228, 72, 145, 170
Amos Is, 145
413, 13, 30, 31, 33-4, 66-8, 76,
79-85,119
Jonah 1.,78,79
Micah 11,144
27,72
Haggai 2. sq., 92
20,84-5
Zechariah la, 72,144,175
h, 30, 88--9
40 sq., 88--9
71~, 72, 144, 175
121,34,83
Wisdom h, 130
17,173
528, 184
1120,184
121, 130, 131
Baruch 31, 77
310 sq., 109
Song of the Three Children so, 161
8.,77
Susannah 4:!, 72
Matthew ha, 146
317, 170
41,70
411,89
1020, 73
1127, 169
1226, 146
1228, 15, 73
12~, 68,178

Matthew-contd.
1386,95
13u, 89
1349,89
1626, 165
1810, 9~
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Mark 329, 65
1018, 31
1127 sq., 180
1218 sq., 151
13~, 81, 166--9
Luke 117,68

lss, 88, 14~, 176
321 sq., 70
41,70
1018, 131
1120, 15
182,93
John 11, 84, 164
Is,20, 33, 34, 41, 157, 164, 174,
182
10, 111
112, 112
114, 164
318, 117
331,66
414,123

4n sq., 168
519, 174
719, 164
789, 123
826, 118
840,164
1080, 153-4, 168
1086, 157
146, 68, 113, 148
149, 153-4, 168
1410, 144, 153-4, 158, 168, 184
1410 sq., 113
1418 sq., 129
1411, 149
1428, 113, 142, 143
1426, 73, 84, 118, 183
1526,19,64,65,73,89,149,170
167, 117
1613 sq., 169
1614,41,64,65, 117, 118, 180
161~, 153, 159, 170, 184
1680, 169
173,30
17., 117
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John-contd.
1710, 153, 170
1719, 122
2<m, 41, 64, 73, 89, 112, 169
Acts 14,73
115,144,174
21 sq., 74
316, 123
4~. 19" 144
5. sq., 15
5ag, 147
761 sq., 65
816, 144, 174
&0,79
839,74
131 sq., 15
2<m sq., 145
2<ha, 175
2028,74
21u, 74
23g,147
282C, 144
Romans 1" 122
Iso, 180
31C, 123
323, 130
43,105
417, 156
76,77
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714,78
72C sq., 79
89 sq., 74
811, 113
816, 112, 129, 184
816

sq.,

77

829, 127, 183
9~, 153, 157, 177
1133 sq., 105
1134, 185
1627, 112
1 Corinthians 124, 112, 164, 176, 184
2., 115
28, 129
210 sq., 75, 98, 121, 170
2u, 78, 130, 184
212,65, 121, 181
214, 147
316,75, 172
316 sq., 126
6s, 131
6u,75, 122, 143
612

sq., 167

8e,36, 172, 182
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10.,112
123,36
12, Iq., 141
126, 175
1211, 75, 173
1213, 112, 173
1522, 152
2 Corinthians h, 59
216, 124, 172
317,70,75
12., 115
138, 175
1313, 36, 142, 145, 175
Galatians 220, 113
32,70, 104
314,75
46,129, 184
46 sq., 75
419, 124, 172
610, 178
Ephesians ha, 124, 172
h7 sq., 111
216,83,84
316 sq., 144
48,75
4c, 139, 176
/
46, 37, 94, 135, 176, 177
424,84
430, 75, 172
Philippians h8 sq., 75
lu, 145, 175
26, 172
33,76
Colossiana h c, 67, 125, 183
ha sq., 173
120,146
1 Thessalonians 46, 76
51g, 70
523,78
2 Thessa10nians 28, 76
311,98
1 Timothy 2c, 164
41, 145
418,88
521, 13,30,85-95, 119
618,93
2 Timothy 211, 84
Titus 3c, 70, 127
310,98, 179, 188
47, 122
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Hebmn h, 153, 157
h,110
ho sq., 156
lu,87,131
36,105
6" 123
6. sq., 132
9u,76
913 sq., 76
101,84
1029,76
lls, 107
1228 sq., 84
138, 156
Jamea 117, 130

1 Peter h sq., 74
2~, 161
34,130
414,129

2 Peter 1" 124, 125, 126
1 John 16, 109
228,65, 171
2~, 124, 172
412 sq., 112
4u, 74, 126, 172
520,153
Jude s, 130, 156
S,

141

Revelation Is, 153
Su,161
18u, 167

