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The Monadology

by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716)
translated and with a prefatory note by Robert Latta (1865-1932)

The Monadology (LLa Monadologie, 1714) is one of Gottfried Leibniz’s best known works
representing his later philosophy. It is a short text which sketches in some 90 paragraphs a
metaphysics of simple substances, or monads. What he proposed can be seen as a
modification of occasionalism developed by latter-day Cartesians. Leibniz surmised that
there are indefinitely many substances individually ‘programmed’ to act in a predetermined
way, each program being coordinated with all the others. This is the pre-established
harmony which solved the mind body problem at the cost of declaring any interaction
between substances a mere appearance, something which Leibniz accepted. Indeed it was
space itself which became an appearance as in his system there was no need for
distinguishing inside from outside. True substances were explained as metaphysical points
which, Leibniz asserted, are both real and exact — mathematical points being exact but not
real and physical ones being real but not exact.

This project has 2 files and a total running time of 52:43.

Read by Gary Geck

Artwork from the original book by Louis Agassiz Fuertes (1874-1927)
Cover design: Bart de Leeuw

Meta-Coordinator/Cataloging: Carl Manchester

For more information or to volunteer, please visit librivox.org.
All LibriVox productions are in the Public Domain.

A30[0pLUOIN dY, - ZIUqIYT WPY[IAL PALYNOD)




